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Small town reveals big 'heart through Project Christmas

By Lee Strong
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Christmas 1982 presented Father Joseph .
McCaftrey with two problems,

St. Mary's in Dansville, where Father
MecCaffrey was assisting part time, had devel-
oped a Christmas tradition of distributing gifts
to needy families in the area. The gifts were
being distributed in the parish school to the
children of these families. The problem with
this method was that children who didn’t re-
ceive gifts couldn’t understand why, and fights
frequenth restlted.

I'he second problem was that a number of
other church and community groups were also
distributing gifts. As a result, some families
were receiving gifts from two or more of the
aroups, wvhile others were receiving nothing at
all. Some of the families who received gifts
were getting inappropriate presents as well —
two packages of 10ys when they needed food,
for example.

Father McCaffrey’s solution was Project
Christmas.

Today, Project Christmas is a community- s
wide program coordinating the distribution of 2 B ‘
more than 200 Christmas baskets in the Dans- - ‘ T ¢ “gxft/l
ville area. Currently directed by the Rev. Jim many
Bender, pastor of the Dansville Presbyterian parties
Church, the x@ect involves a number of Ast
church and civic groups. tions 1

“1r’s kind of an exciting program to be part several
of?" the Rev. Bender said. “It really works, such a
and it's wonderful to see the diverse groups Senior
working together” at som

The project today follows the pattern devel- Dietar
oped by Father McCaffrey five years ago. In dinner
November, ads are placed in the local Pen- . Ina
nysaver, asking for the names of people who celebr:
might need help at Christmas. A project steer- Josept
ing committee consisting of church, social serv- .y mas, t
ice and civic leaders compiles a master list, then ' ] social-
distributes the cases among the groups par- ‘ of Ho
ticipating in the project. The committee also “Peq
solicits turkeys and hams for the food baskets the ho
from local grocery stores. " parish

The centralized coordination the committee handic
provides has eliminated a lot of needless dupli- ’ . DeB
cation, the Rev. Bender noted. Coordination ' Micheel Necdet Aydogan hospitz

Nicole Sanderson puts oranges into boxes for needy families in Livingston County St. Mary's parish of Dansville distributed 47 food Hipe
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Make 1988 The Year For Your % | 5 to give

Dream Vacation To Come True! %@ &l tarsol
Call us for all your travel needs in the New Year. & R fﬁ;‘tf;
Best Wishes for a Holiday Season ;| ot =)0 impers

filled with the spirit of love and goodwill. ‘ vy

from:
Judy Graper, Sue Sabin, Judy Thornberg;
. Joann Kilborn and Mary Bullis
j .
7 dy The ‘Barn ‘Bazaar

GTaPeT : ( 716) 385-3820 Clover Street at Jefferson Road
Travel Pittsford, New York 14534 ‘48
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— BRUNO SEAFOOD

444 LYELL AVENUE » PHONE 647-3170
(Next to the famous Blue Oyster Restaurant)

R 533“23"
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-0 ‘ Sandy (left) and Sherry Johantgen sort food donations for Christmas
ukhj WHOLESALE PRICE for our Retall Customers - delivered by waiting volunteers. baskets to be

~— Guaranteed LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN!

SHRIMP SPECIALS for the HOLIDAYS Octopus . ~
Shell On Shrimp 31/35 per Ib. sKoo Clams . WHERE OWNER SATISFACTION IS NO. 1

_ Scallops _ o
Cooked Shrimp Taqqe | e, GET OUR PRICE BEFORE YOU BUY
Neptune Cocktait Shrimp___ 2v25perts AN~ | pgn - . il
Shell Tex Cooked Shrimp ' Frogs Legs , A“Y VEHlCLE.

“*Medium to Large” 2 |bs. : - Oysters ™
Lobster Meats

Peeled, Cleaned & Deveined ' Crab Legs T — ~N{338 — S
’F'Dmfﬁla@E ,.

SHRIMP 36/40 per 3 Ib. bag -:gztdngd" ; I ﬂ ” ﬁi ””l b aa

Lobster Tails for Holidays Cold Water White Fish

Warm Water *12* |b.  Tails . Live Crabs
' Live Eels

OPEN MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 9AMTO7PM ' Live Lobsters




