
14 Thursday, December 17, 1987 Courier-Journal 

Christmas in Irelandm 

This holiday season bring home the olde 
world traditions of Ireland with Molly 
O'Rourkes Whiskey Cake, Irish Short­
cake, assorted tins of biscuits, jams & 
marmalades, teas & puddin's. AH im­
ported directly from Dublin. 

3821 Ridge Rd. West (corner Efmgrove) 

"* No Homeowners *A 
Tree Over « 1 CHRISTMAS 

| TREES 
S Douglas Fir & Scotch Pine 

% 5 to 6 ft. - $14.88 

$39.95 

6 tO 7 ft. 
7 to 8 ft. 

A / . . ; " if [: 

r\VM*-<•.•'*. $19.88 
$24.88 

Pouisettias 
tlP^y • EACH 

Reg: 5.99 
61/2" POt 

5 Blooms & Up 

OPEN 
Mon. thru Fri. 

8-8 
Sat. & Sun. 8-6 

THE GARDEN FACTORY 
2126 Buffalo Rd. 247-6236 

DIRECTIONS: 490W to 33 E (Buffalo Rd.* 
Across from Westmar Plaza 

SHOP IN OUR 
LARGE INDOOR 
MALL. ALL TREES 

UNDER COVER 

BRANDT 
H E A T I N G 

237 Winton Rd. North • 288-4270 
FURNACE SERVICE SPECIAL Ml D Clean heat 

Exchanger 
J Clean all burners 
3 Clean pilot assembly 

and adjust flame 
ZJ Oil motor 

24 Hour 
Emergency 

Service 

ll Check and adjust 
all controls 

• Check and adjust 
thermostat 

3 Check belts & filters 
Z2 Clean smoke pipe 

SRANDTHEATING 
237 Winton Rd. N. 

288-4270 

$34.95 

Senior Cilizea 
DbcoMt 

zS 

r PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST 
CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING 

I no 

"Carbon monoxide, even in small amounts, can cause severe illness or 
death. This gas is tasteless, colorless and odorless and can be present 
when a fuel is being burned - whether the fuel is propane, natural gas, 
oil or wood. 

Wnen your furnace is properly cleaned and adjusted, there should be 
no carbon monoxide present." ' 

We will inspect your chimney when we clean or service your furnace. 
* CALL US NOW! * J 

r THIS COUPON IS WORTH n $ J^OO A N Y CLEANING 
OFF or 

SERVICE CALL 
5 

[•HAHOTHEATING 237 Winton Rd. N. 288-4270 j 

fcK* •BMNDTHEATING 
2 3 7 Winton Rd. North • 2 8 8 - 4 2 7 0 

A Christmas present for Christ 
By Father Albert Shamon 

Sunday's readings: (R3) Luke 1:26-38; (Rl) 2 
Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16; (R2) Romans 
16:25-27. 

Sunday's Gospel narrates how Mary became 
mother of the Son of God — namely, by 
responding to the word of God delivered by 
the. Angel Gabriel. 

For Mary to say "yes" to Gabriel demanded 
a faith never before seen or since equaled on 
earth. 

Moses said "yes" to God, but reluctantly 
and only after having witnessed many of the 
great deeds of God. He saw a bush that was 
burning, but not being consumed. Still, Moses 
wavered in assenting to God's desire that he 
lead His people out of Egypt. He saw the 
plagues, the parting of the Red Sea and the 
rain of manna from heaven, yet he still doubted 
God. 

Gideon demanded that God perform signs 
and wonders on a sheep's fleece before Gideon 
would rescue-Israel from the Midianities, Even 
after having seen fire come down from heaven, 
the prophet Elijah prayed for death because 
of the fruitless opposition of Queen Jezebel. 

But this was not so with Mary. No sign was 
given her regarding her conception but the re­
sponse of her cousin Elizabeth. Elizabeth knew 
man. Mary did not, nor would she Still, she 
believed the impossible — that a virginal womb 
could conceive. Hence Elizabeth's greeting: 
"Blest is she who trusted that the Lord's word 
to her would be fulfilled" (Luke 1:45). 

Nor was this the greatest test of Mary's faith. 
She was initiated into a radical new faith. The 
saints of the Old Testament saw the great deeds 
of God. But Mary was asked to believe in the 
little deeds of God. 

Pride caused the first Adam to sin, so the 
second Adam (Christ) would empty Himself, 
would come as a servant, a hidden God. The 
frightful consequences of sin were suffering 
and death, so the second Adam would come 
as a suffering Messiah. 

All but a remnant of God's people expected 
the Messiah to be a reincarnation of David — 
a political Messiah, a warrior-king who would 
crush Rome. The servant role of Jesus, His hu­
mility and meekness, scandalized the Jews. As 
for suffering, nof/even Peter, who witnessed 

A Word 
for Sunday 

Jesus' great words and deeds, could accept this 
role. ^ 

Yet Mary, the teenager from Nazareth, 
bowed her head and accepted a hidden God. 
She accepted her Son's suffering role as rev­
ealed by the prophet Simeon. She accepted ev­
ery other revelation about her Son, who 
seemed so ordinary. And when He hung on a 
cross, she was there — accepting! 

That was why, when a woman praised Mary' 
for being the flesh-and-blood mother of Jesus, 
He responded: "Oh no, she is more to be 
blessed, because she, more than any other crea­
ture in the world, heard the word of God and 
kept it!' 

The mysteries of the rosary are mysteries pre­
cisely because they canonize ordinariness. The 
majority of people are ordinary- President 
Abraham Lincoln said: "God must love the or­
dinary people, because He made so many of 
them." The mysteries of the rosary tell about 
ordinary people and ordinary events that saved 
the world and led to high sanctity among those 
people. 

On the eve of the Feast of the Annunciation 
(May 24, 1985), Our Lady is reported to have 
said to the seers of Medjugorje: "Today I want 
to invite you to confession. Even if you have 
been to confession recently . . . 1 invite you to 
be reconciled to the Lord!' 

She specifically designated the sacrament of 
reconciliation. Reconciliation means accepting 
once again our Lord's will, which we refused 
in sin. 

Our Lady invites us to accept God's plan, 
as she did at the Annunciation. Her fiat was 
her reconciliation. Accepting His will makes 
possible our reconciliation. 

What better Christmas present can we bring 
Christ than to be reconciled to Him through 
confession? ' ' " ' 

Pursuing the magnificent star 
By Cindy Bassett 

By the time I reached Jerusalem, the mag­
nificent star had appeared in the night sky. 
That night, it seemed to shine more brightly 
than ever before, as if it reflected my growing 
belief in the new kingdom. King Herod's build­
ing projects created a strong impression on vi­
sitors to Jerusalem, but this star would always 
overshadow his power. 

Once at the palace, I found King Herod in 
the meeting room, surrounded by the most in­
fluential of Jerusalem's Hebrew leaders. As I 
entered the room, I could sense Herod's grow­
ing concern about the star. 

"I want no one causing trouble for me with 
the Roman government by claiming that a new 
ruler is coming" he proclaimed, pausing as if 
to challenge the Hebrews to contradict him. 

Benjamin, a lawyer, spoke first. "As you 
know, King Herod, we have always given you 
and the Roman authorities our support, and 
our religion strictly forbids us to trust in as­
trology to interpret history. But, in this case, 
the words of our own prophets seem to coin­
cide with the astrologers' claims about this star. 
Something of great importance is about to 
happen!' 

King Herod's face showed his anxiety as he 
turned to the priest Matthias. "What words of 
the prophets?" he asked. 

"Isaiah wrote more than 700 years ago that 
'the people who walk in darkness shall see a 
great light — a light that will shine on those 
who live in the shadow of death!" Matthias 
said. "I think this great star could be the light 
foretold by Isaiah!' 
_ As the meeting ended, King Herod struck 
to the heart of the matter. "I hardly think that 
life here in Jerusalem is an existence in 'the 
shadow of death!" 

The Icing finally noticed me standing in the 
entryway, and his thoughts quickly shifted to 
my mission in Bethlehem. "Claudius, much 
has occurred since your departure a few days 
ago. But first tell me of your findings from the 
census records!' 

"There was nothing of any consequence," I 
said, lying. "In checking the lists that have been 
compiled so far, 1 found no connection to the 
House of David. Perhaps you are too worried 
about this star!' 
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Bible Corner 

King Herod searched my face suspiciously, 
and I kept my eyes lowered for fear that they 
might reveal my deceit. "What has happened 
in my absence?" I asked, hoping to change the 
subject. 

"I have received a report that three Persian 
kings have arrived in JudeaT the king replied. 
"They, too, have seen this star in their own 
country and are following it to the source!' 

"The source?" I asked, my heart quickening. 
"I have requested a secret meeting with them 

tomorrow!' King Herod said. "We will tea-n 
why they seek this star so diligently!' 

The three kings who stood before King 
Herod the next day were certainly no threat to 
him. When they spoke of their reasons for fol­
lowing the star, it was with a great sense of hu­
mility. They saw this phenomenon as 
something far greater than themselves. 

"We first saw the star two years ago!' they 
said. "We are certain that it indicates theoirth 
of a king, and we have come so that we may 
worship him." 

"Yes, it is good that you seek this new king!' 
Herod said craftily. "And when you have found 
him, return to me and tell where he is, so that 
I, too, can go and pay him homage." 

The three kings, Caspar, Melchior and 
Balthasar, had traveled a great distance, so 
Herod invited them to stay as his guests at the 
palace that night: The next morning, as they 
prepared to leave, King Herod instructed me: 
"Claudius, follow closely behind^hese three 
kings. This whole thing has_gona^ar enough, 
and I am going to put a .stop to it once and 
for all." 

I was happy to do what Herod ordered, be­
cause it would put me one step closer to find­
ing the new kingdom. 

To be continued ... 
Scripture reference: Isaiah 9-2, Matthew 2:1-10. 


