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Echo 

Speaking 
Out 

By Pal Shaw 
McQuaid Jesuit High School 

T h e o t h e r d a y I t u r n e d 18, a n d my p a r e n t s 

threw me a party. Turning 18 seemed very im­
portant to everyone but me. 1 was not scoff­
ing at it, but I just couldn't figure out the 
significance of being 18. Not until I was 
presented with the.form to register for the 
selected service was I shocked into realizing 
that being 18 was more than another birthday. 
I then began to reminisce about birthdays past. 

Probably my first milestone birthday was 
when I was five years old. My brother and I 
were racing each other to be five, and although 
I was destined to win because 1 was older, the 

birthday was a big deal. It was also at age five 
that I entered kindergarten. 

The years rolled by, and my next important 
birthday didn't come until I was 13. Finally 1 
was a teenager — not exactly a milestone but 
something 1 was excited about. I thought 1 was 
almost an adult. At age 16, 1 got a driver's 
license and thought I was taking on some sig­
nificant responsibilities, 1 lounged through my 
17th year until I was awakened on my 18th 
birthdav. 

The possibility that I was eligible to fight in 
a w a r s t r i p p e d m e o f t h e s e n s e o f p r o t e c t i o n 

that came with being young. The form that 1 
was filling out in my kitchen was powerful 
enough to send me to war. It seemed ironic to 
me that such a seemingly insignificant thing 
meant so much when my birthday itself had 
seemed of so little importance. So 1 sat and 
thought about the military and came to some 
conclusions that put it in a little better per­
spective. 

I found myself most of all needing a good 
reason for registering. Thoughts of exaggerated 
patriotism flickered in my mind, but 1 resolved 

Our Lady of Mercy High School 

What's the best part of Christmas? 
CORY CURTIN, senior ^ = = ^ = ^ = = = ^ = = = = = 

I enjoy preparing 
for the Christmas sea­
son, such as baking 
cookies and wrapping 
gifts.' 1 also enjoy our 
family tradition of 
searching forlhe per­
fect Christmas tree. 
LAURA SCHILLER, 

1 like the excitement 
that fills the air during 
the holiday season, 
and the anticipation 
of what is tp come on 
Christmas Day. I espe­
cially look forward to 
the' sharing of gifts. 
DIANA VAN ROON, 

1 love sharing the 
holiday season with 
my relatives from Hol­
land through gifts and 

• telephone calls. I also 
enjoy spending the 
time with my family, 
decorating the house 
and going to midnight Mass oh Christmas Eve. 

f 

As Teens 
See It 

1 especially like sharing my family's gift-giving 
tradition of St. Nicholas. 

JOETTE DAMICO, junior 
I like visiting my 

grandparents with my 
family on Christmas 
Eve. My favorite part 
of this time is Christ­
mas dinner at my 
grandparents' house. 

KATE MASON, senior 
I enjoy having all of my family together and 

reliving memories of past holiday seasons. 1 
especially like getting up early on Christmas 
morning and seeing the lights on the Christ­
mas tree. 

Exchange program seeks 
families to host students 

Th<* International Education Forum (IEF), 
a non-profit student exchange organization 
based in California, is now seeking families 
interested in hosting foreign high school 
students for the 1988-89 school year. 

The IEF program allows host families to 
c h o o s e ' f r o m ' s t u d e n t s o f 15 d i f fe ren t 

c o u n t r i e s — p r i n c i p a l l y S o u t h A m e r i c a n o r 

A s i a n . A n n u a l l y , I E F b r i n g s t o t h e U n i t e d 

States approximately 500 students from 
around the world. 

Cal l L a w r e n c e R c i n h a r d t , l E I ' s loca l 

• r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , at (716)663-0251 o r 274-6491 

for i n f o r m a t i o n . 

f HMK SAM&! 
VIYELLA SPORT SHIRTS 

In .Solid & Plaid . ^ 

Whiliock Bros. 
T R - \ D r T I O \ A l ( I () T ft I t K S 

24 W E S T M A I N ST. — 454-1816 

M o n d a y - S a t u r d a y 9:30-5:30 

T h u r s d a y nites 'til 9 p .m. 

AMERICAN EXPRESS • MASTERCARD 

VISA • WHILLOCK'S CHARGE 

1 Hour FREE parking at any Allrighl Lot 

to think of it as a new-found responsibility — 
not necessarily one 1 wanted, but one inher­
ent to growing up. 

The term "growing up" immediately took on 
a new meaning for me. It was not turning five 
or going to your first day of school; it was fill­
ing out the draft form, a harsh invitation to 
the adult world. This thought made we want 
to crawl back into my childhood cocoon. So 
I searched for a better perspective. 

Instead, I began to resent having to regis­
ter, because it represented something 1 strongly 
o p p o s e d : war . Being a s k e d o r r equ i red t o d o 
s o m e t h i n g wi th w h i c h 1 d i s ag reed s e e m e d 
unfair. 

E i g h t e e n s u d d e n l y s e e m e d t h e a g e w h e n ev­
e ry in tegra l p a r t o f m e w o u l d fall o f f a n d I 
would become an entirely different person. 1 
recalled how worry-free my earlier years had 
been. 

Then I was inspired by another thought 
about my new stage in life: I could vote. In past 
years this seemed a trivial privilege because 1 

had been disassociated from world affairs. But 
now in light of my moral dilemma, I saw its 
significance. While registering for the draft 
made me feel helpless when I most wanted to 
be in control of my life, being able to vote re­
newed my spirit of ambition. 

My perspective swung around full scale, and 
1 began to think about growing up in more 
positive terms as a chance to take control of 
my life. While my age required more responsi­
bility to society, it also granted me the chance 
to take part in decision making. I felt good 
looking positively into a future that had previ­
ously greeted me so fiercely. 

I am glad I stopped to realize the sig­
nificance of turning 18. It shocked me into an 
awareness of how my life could change. More 
importantly, it introduced the idea of respon­
sibility and freedom with which life is present­
ing me. I cannot look upon someday fighting 
a war as positive in itself, but I can appreciate 
the fact that that possibility will break me away 
from childhood naivete and help me mature. 

\md's ft 
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RESTAURANT t PARTY HOUSI 

Holiday Buffet 

£179 5 

All You Can Eat 
Featuring: Snow Crab Legs 
(Limit 2 ms.) Broiled Shrimp, Roast; 
Chicken, Ham, U-Peel Shrimp, 
Crab Salad, Shrimp Salad, 
Potato, Vegetable and Soup. 
Including: Full Salad Bar. 

Expires 12 15 87 

LUNCHEON 
BUFFET 

Featuring: Fried Shrimp, 
Baked Chicken, Broiled 

Ocjan White Fish 

$S95 

S S S 3 S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S 

C O M B I N A T I O N ! 
PLATTER 
14 oz. N.Y. Strip 

Your Choice 
Broiled Shrimp 

or 

Broiled Scallops 
gl©95 

(2.00 extra-Full Salad Bar) 
Exp 12/15(87 

SUNSET SPECIALS 
Prime Rib 

or 

Crab Stuffed Haddock 

Exp. 12/15/87 
OPEN Christmas Day 1-8 

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
Available 

ON THE RIDGE 

MSTAWAW t MHTYWUK 

In Rirtgemotrt F l aw — 283$ Hidg* M, Wesf, Gneiss, ;lilV; 

gZZ£35 227-2510 
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aTHUJTCS OUTUT 
Professional Team & Tee-Shirt Headquarters NFL, NBR, NHL 
W e rece ived 2 correc t en t r i e s 

identifying Joe Frazier as the 
man who won the Fight of the 
C e n t u r y o n M a r c h 8 , 1 9 7 1 . 

T h e w i n n e r w a s 

K r i s t i n e C o n t r i n o 

of Blessed Sacrament 

SPORTS TRIVIA 

A 

This week's question: 
What 2 players constituted Syra­
cuse University basketball's "Louie 
& Bouie show?" 

Name: _ 

Address. 

City 

Zip Code . 

State_ 
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H O U S E O F G U I T A R S 
Most New Album And Tape Releases Just $5.98 

CD's From $8.98 - $11.98 Each 

W e rece ived 18 correc t en t r i es 

identifying "L i t t l e D e u c e C o u p e ' 

as the 1963 Beach Boys hit. 

T h e w i n n e r w a s 

Jeff L u c h e t t i 

of McQuaid 

MUSIC TRIVIA 

* 
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School . 

Rules: 
Each week, the Courier-Journal, in conjunction with the Athletes Outlet 

will feature a Sports Trivia contest. All you have to do to enter is answer 
the question, fill in your name and address and the school you attend (if ap­
plicable), cut out the coupon and send it in to the Courier-Journal. If more 
than one correct entry is received, a drawing will be held and one winning 
entry will be drawn. 

If yours is the winning entry, youwill be mailed a certificte redeemable 
for $5.00 OFF towards any purchase at either of the two Athletes Outlet 
locations; Long Ridge Mall, next to Sears, or Perinton Square Mall. 

All .entries must be received within seven days of this papers issue date. 
Winning names araUnswere will be printed the week following each drawing. Winning names ana-answer 

: , 

I 
The Courier-Journal j 

Sports Trivia | 
1150 Buffalo Rd. I 

Rochester, NY 14624J 

I 

This week's question: 

What' was the name of the "girl who took 
Harry Chapin's taxi? 

A: 

N a m e 

A d d r e s s . 

City S t a t e _ 

Zip Code_ 

Schoo l 

Rules: 
Each week, the Courier-Journal, in conjunction with the House 

of Guitars will feature a Music Trivia contest. All you have to do to 
enter is answer the.question, fill in your name and address and the 
school you attend (if applicable), cut out the coupon, and send it in 
to the Courier-Journal. If more than one correct entry is received, 
a drawing will be held and one winning entry will be drawn. 

If yours is the winning entry, you will be mailed a coupon for a free 
album or tape of your choice redeemable at the House of Guitars, 
645 Titus Ave. 

All entries must be received within seven days of this papers issue 
date. Winning names and answers will be printed the week following 
each drawing. 

The Courier-Journal 
Music Trivia 

1150 Buffalo Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14624 


