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Vatican letter bars secular concerts from functioning churches

By Agostino Bono
Vatican City (NC) — Functioning Catholic
churches cannot be used for concerts featur-
ing secular music, according to a new
Vatican ruling.

The ruling eame in the form of a letter to
the world’s bishops after controversies
emerged in, several Iltalian dioceses over
concerts in churches. ’

The letter said churches can be used on a
limited basis for sacred or réligious music
shows. It also said approved musical pro-
grams in churches must be free to the general
public.

““The increased numbers of concerts held
in churches has given rise to doubts in the
minds of pastors and rectors of churches as
to the extent to which such events are really
necessary,”” stated the letter, issued by the
Vatican Congregation for Diving Worship.
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The congregation’s letter was made public
December 5 in the wake of controversy
between conservative lalian Catholic
groups, music lovers and some church
officials over the growing performance of
classical concerts in churches.

-Bishops should prohibit music ““which was
composed with a view to performance in a
certain precisé secular context, irrespective of
whether the music would be judged classical
or contemporary, of high quality or of a
popular nature,” said the congregation.
*The most beautiful symphonic music, for
example, is not in itsell of religious charac-
ter.”

The letter allows occasional concerts of
sacred or religious music, but prohibits
churches to be used for a series of concerts.
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Sacred music is defined as “*music which
was cpmposed for the liturgy.” Religious
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music is defined as ‘‘music inspired by the
text of sacred Scripture or the liturgy, and
which has reference to God, the Blessed
Virgin Mary, to the saints or to the church.”

Such concerts are a way to *‘keep alive the
trcasures of church music’” which are no
longer used because they ‘‘cannot in any way
be conveniently incorporated into liturgical
celebrations in modern times,”
letter.

The congregation said the norms are based
on canon law, which requires bishops to
protect the *'sacred character’” of churches.

The norms for approved congerts say that
‘‘the singers and musicidns should not be
placed in the sanctuary.’

The letter also allows bishops to desngnale‘

a church no tonger used for liturgical services
as an “‘auditorium’’ for the performance “*of

music not specitically religious but in keeping

said the .

with the character of the place.””

Other norms include:

® “‘The Blessed Sacrament should be, as
far as possible, reserved in a side chapel or in
another safe and suitably adorned place.”’

® “The organizer of the concert will
declare in writing that he accepts legal
responsibility for expenses involved, for
leaving the church in order and for possible
damage incurred.’

The letter has immediate application in the
controversy over use of churches in the
Vicariate of Rome and Archdiocese of
Bologna by small choirs and music groups
often unable to afford professional halls for
their performances.

Conservative Catholic groups protested
that the use of churches for such concerts
was inappropriate. Music lovers and some
church officials argued the concerts were a
eood means of drawing people to church.
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Catorwy Servicy

19 So. Main St
Pittsford, NY 14534
(716) 586-3644
FULL SERVICE CATERING
~“YOU'LL LOVE OUR STYLE!"
Wedding Cakes From Our Bakery

Lou Niger's
@ @ ’ \ ﬁ
Lulgl S
Party Catering -
Dinner & Party Buffets

Party Trays

| CONSULTANT

Bridal

and
Special Occasion
A Fabrics

631 Putstord Vadtor Rd
Ric 96 behind Hitching Post Plaza

Bushaclls Basn, New York
o 248-2362

Fibwon CHonist

“FLOWERS SAY IT ALL”

‘Wedding Packages

Starting at $99.00
-382 State Street.
Rochester, New York 14608
Opposite Eastman Kodak Offices

(716) 5464455

FIORVANTI

FLORIST, INC.
For that one special occassion
you'll want perfection.

2279 Clifford Ave.
(near Culver Rd.)

482-1001
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Serving All Your Floral Needs

Loy Lot Formmes

““Wedding Specialists’’
Elegant Occassion
Planning

342-6805

DANCING
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Learn to Dance For
Your Special Day

87 Clinton Ave. N
(716) 262-3310

Mon -Fri. 1-10 p.m
Sar by Appomtment

DECORATIONS

¢ Funerals Gt
Baskets ¢ P4, ® Fruit Baskets
Gifts » Fabdis « Bailoons « Cakes
Sik & Dnied Flowers
1418 Ridge Road East Rochester, New York 14621
1J's Restaorant
{716)342-4581 It No Answer Calt 225-0054
10% Descount with presentation of thus ad

. Wegmons Floral

Design Shoppes
Perinton Penfield
2234092 248-3078
Mt. Read Pittstord
663-4120 248.9687

Brmon Rd. Ridge-Culver

621-7250 342:2876
Hylan Dr. 4247362
Please. asx for Ext. 133

FURNITURE

MANGURIAN'S
FURNITURE
CARPETS » BEDDING

531 Monroe Ave.
Corner of S. Goodman St.

Beautiful Weddings begin at

DA N’S Crarrs & Tuings

“We Specialize in Helping You”
352 Empere Sivd.. Between 598 V. 204 Culver Rd.
654-8388
OPEN Mon., Wed , Fri., 10 AM - 530 PM,

Tues & Thurs 10 AM. - 8 PM
Sat 16AM  SPM,Sunday | PM 4PM

Master Bedroom Suztes
™!

E Budget

Inns
ROCHESTER LOCATIONS

Greece Brighton
(716) 621-2060 (716) 427-0130

Tror.  B00-441-4479"
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INSURANCE

s Permanent Life » Term Life
« Retirement, pension and group plans.
Call Richard A Gullo, DLU. ChFC
(716) 482-0738

2121 East Main Street
Rochester. New York 14608 (T000

INVITATIONS
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Informals

Complete Line of Wedding Accessories
For Personal Service, Call

WALDE!

Invitations, A

(716) 467-2072

The New York Times
1s disiributed by
Manson News Distributors. inc.

634 South Avenus

Rochester New York 14620
Call Jim Boarman
For Home - -~
Bellvery fﬂ o .
244-3830 B b

| PHOTOGRAPHERS

WEDDING CANDIDS
by Burt Shapiro
PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIQ
25% 0ff Wedding Invitations

Free Tux for the Groom

Burt Shapiro Photography
(716-244-3554)

new vision

photography/

10% Discount on Weddings
reserved 4 months or more
before your wedding day.
Call today: (716)723-0860
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WEDDING INVITATION SPECIALISTS
1279 Cnili Ave. 2781 W. Henrietta Rd.
235-8775  427-0010

JEWELERS

For Your Rings &

Wedding Bands

Southtown Plaza
424-1060

Pursined Place

560 Ridge Rd W Fast Hochmier
1Dwan Shopy)  (Teuhmaples Mally 3300 Manror Ave

6216280 3815219 586-9145

Buy his wedding band. recewve hers free.
=

Choice
2349 Monroe Ave,, Ph.: 244-2440

Chic's Chauffered
Limousine &ervice

WEDDINGS, PROMS, ALL OCCASSIONS
1565 Ridgeway Ave.

Rochester, NY 14606 254-0464

WEDDINGS ANNIVERSARIES DANCES
X X
A
, 2 PG
MUSIC FOR ANY NIGHT
TOP 40 » DANCE ¢ 50'S
Jeff Foust - 254-8263.

Rogers Studio
Special Wedding Packages
from $299.50

Call:454-1270
For Complete Details

Sarden Captures the Moot
B mm
VYarden
Siudios Inc.

28 st U nion St
Rochester. Y. o007
(716) 516-2360

REALTORS

MAIN OFFICE
1485 Monroe Avenue

Rochester, New York 14618
(716) 442-1800 7
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Realrors
Rockesten’s Langesy Realty Company
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We have Special Wedding Packages
to fit Every Budget
Call 248-2660 for Reservations
1361 Marsh Rd @ Putsford. N.Y

THE DOUD POST

We have the reputation for making
your big day one to remember at a
cost you can afford.

We also specialize in . . .
Rehearsal Dinners & Private Parties
Call us for Details

898 Buffalo Rd

Rochester. NV 14624 235-3775

Three Acres Party House

COMPLETE BANQUET FACILITIES

88 WHITTIER ROAD 534-9700
ROCHESTER, NY 14624 328-9845

EMPIRE LANES
Newly Remodeled Banquet
RoBrs For All Types of Parties
Accommodations For Up To 250
People Private entrance o ban-
quet rooms. Plenty of free parking
for your guests. Air conditioned.

2400 EMPIRE BLVD., WEBSTER » 674-2556

FORNATARO’S
“Anywhere Else is Merely a Rmnw-n”
Perfect For Your Rehearsal Dinner
246-1240

2155 Long Pond Rd.- Roch., NY 14606

Have your Rehearsal Dinner

or Small Wedding i\ >
{Maximum 75 with va)
ENJOY OUR RELAXED,
ATMOSPHERE AND HEARTY 1)
GENMAN AND AMERICAN FODO

Hof-BrauHaus|

406 Lyell Ave., Rochester, NY.
PHONE: 254-9660

The,

Hospitality House Inc.
2226 Penfield Rd.
Penfield, NY. 14526 .

Wedding information
586-2065

Paula M. Prizzutelli  John C. Vuilo

(716) 235-6978

gaug FOR PRETE PRITIES

0.5 R OTOMIR'S MATY NOUSE. IC.
WEDDINGS o BANQUETS » DANCES
SALES PROMOTIONS © BOWLING PARTIES
"RETIREMEN! PARTIES o CLAMBAKES o BUFFETS
1428 Scettsvide fisad Sobert 0'Conner
Rochesier, N.Y. 14624 Richard 0'Coner

PARTY HC _ St

We treat your wedding like
it’s our only wedding...

1020 Maple Street  432-2112

RENTAL

For your speical event
consider the alternative:

RENTING!
ank Parker's
RENTAL CENTER

540 Whitney Rd
Fairport, NY * (716) 586-0901

Reat All Your Party Needs...
For small, intimate gatherings
or large, lavish affairs.

150 Orchard St.
Webster, NY

RBE (716) 872-2770

VIDEO

« Professional Editing System
* Single or multiple cameras
 Fully insured

* %" Broadcast Available’

1997 Penfield Rd. 381 '6350

Neas Ris. 441 & 250
Dy appowHi
WEDDING CAKES

WEDDING CAKES
by Rochester israel Bakery

Appointments in your own home
1248 Clinton Ave. N.

342-6060
or 266-3444

WEDDING SUPPLIES B

_Lsss For Your wepDING!

* We carry a large selection of inwilat-ons
and Liturgy Program covers

» Marriage Candles for your wedding
service

* Wedding and attendant's gifts, cards.
plagues.

The Street of Shops msmsoas

1600 Ridge Rd. West

...for a beautiful
wedding reception
For reservations call
235-5654
677 Beahan Rd.

Fasinres tor gil Souil amid Business Ocvosiom

| . Trant’s, Inc.
a:) Church Supplies &
Religious Articles
696. South Ave,,
Rochester, NY
(716) 442-7120

WINDOW FASHIONS
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Brown your honeymoon 1o
Ji1 your budget and
Travel ifestyte
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3220 Chub Ave , Rochester, NY

(716)889-9090

Iflusic For Your Special Occasion:
" Weddings ® Receptions
Graduatmm ® Retirements

Jderry & Sylvia Schienker (716) 659-2573.

Let us help you make your

el celebration
Lol SPECIAL!
PO
it ’hoﬂ’«g&r.
26 Fi'lsl Federal Plaza (716)232-3030

SimpLICTY, ELEGANCE
AND AFFORDABILITY ARE
WHAT STRATHALLAN WEDDING
PARTIES ARE MADE OF

o Susthador

550 East Avenue
Rochester, New Yock 461-5010

[WHINSICAT WINDONS
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Specializing in Window Fashions
Victor Pittsford

In the Cobblkestone Batn Bazaar

6452 Manchester-  Clover at Jefferson
Victor Rd: 586.1057

(1. 96) 928-2350
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