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Theologian urges rejection of women acolytes, lectors
By Greg Erlandson
Vatkw CHy (NC) — A U.S. theologian
participating in the world Synod of Bishops
has circulated a paper urging delegates to
reject calls to allow women to serve as
acolytes and lectors.
Such a change in Church law could have
major significance and should be approached
with "caution and serious, reflection," wrote
Jesuit Father Joseph Fessio. In addition, a
synodal call for such a change would "place
enormous pressure" on Pope John Paul II,
making it "more difficult for him to uphold
the dignity and unique role of women in the
Church," he said.
Father Fessio was one of 20 theological
experts appointed to the synod by the pope.
His seven-page paper, titled "Admittance of
Women to Service at the Altar as Acolytes
and Lectors," was not presented formally to
thesynod or read on the synod floor.
Instead, it was circulated informally after
" a couple of people." asked him to outline
his objections to changes in Church law
restricting the non-ordained posts of acolyte
and lector to men, the San Francisco-based

priesr told National Catholic News Service
October 28.
One of the controversial recommendations
made by some synod delegates has been to
open certain non-ordained ministries, such as
lector and altar server, to women.
In an October 20 synod press conference,
St. Louis Archbishop John L. May said " a
strong consensus" had emerged from the
synod's small working groups that all nonordained ministries should be open to men
and women, and that boys and girls should
be allowed to be altar servers.
The synod does not have any legislative
power, but it does draft recommendations
which are submitted to the pope. The pope is
not bound in any way by the synod's
recommendations.

Father Fessio said he drafted his paper "to
show that there are some theological and
anthropological arguments which should be
looked a t " before the Church decides to
change a longstanding tradition.
He described the paper as a "very very
s u m m a r y " treatment of the major
theological, philosophical and pastoral
arguments against changing Church
practices.
"'Intrinsic' or doctrinal grounds do exist
which argue against admission of women to
the exercise of those ministries most directly
connected with the sacrifice of the altar,"
Father Fessio wrote. "At the very least, they
would counsel caution and serious reflection
and debate before a change is made which,
though it might appear to be of small import,
in fact may be of great significance."
The first part of the paper outlined the

theological foundations of the Church's
teaching on the important distinctiveness of
the sexes and the male priesthood.
In applying these teachings to the issue of
women as acolytes, Father Fessio said the
acolyte, in his role at the Mass "as a helper
or assistant of the priest ... becomes as it
were, the hands of the priest."
"For this reason, while it would not lead
to the invalidity of the sacrament for a
woman to act as acolyte, it would be -in
serious disharmony with the very nature and
character of the whole order of grace and
redemption, the mediation of the priests and
the symbolic character of men and women,"
he said.
With regard to lectors, Father Fessio noted
that the Second Vatican Council and contemporary scholarship has sought to emphasize the "equal sacredness of God's word

in the eucharistic sacrifice.' '"If this revalorization of the sacred Word
be thought through to its conclusion, it
would raise questions about the
appropriateness even of women exercising
the role of lector," he said.
In a separate section titled "Pastoral
Reasons For Not Admitting Women to the
Altar," Father Fessio said there was " a
logical connection and progression" from
altar boy to acolyte to lector to the
priesthood.
If women are admitted to any of these
offices, "it may give them the fake hope of
becoming priests," which is not possible in
the Church, he said.
"Allowing them on the altar is unfair to
women because it can only end in frustration
for them," he said.

Women encouraged to fight Church 'patriarchy9
By Jerry Filteau
Washington (NC) — The "patriarchy"
governing the Catholic Church "is an evil
system based on essentially untrue assumptions," and Catholics should work for its
"definitive demise," a national conference
on Women in the Church was told.
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Sandra
Schneiders, in the conference's keynote
address October 30, said American Catholics
have developed a spirituality that is "in many
important ways incompatible with the
spirituality of those who presently hold
power in the Church."
The clash, she added, is "between a
spirituality of domination and a, spirituality
of liberation."
Sister Schneiders, a professor of New
Testament studies and spirituality at the
Jesuit School of Theology in Berkeley,
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Calif., called Pope John Paul II an example
of "romantic feminism" who defines feminine nature " b y its ordination to
motherhood," and considers women "fully
equal to, even in some ways superior to, but
intrinsically different from men."
That view, she said, finds " a threat to
humanity itself in any efforts of women "to
enter spheres reserved to men, that is, to
non-mothers."
The Oct. 30-Nov. 1 conference in
Washington drew about 1,100 people, including 100 from Canada and some from
Europe, to discuss developing structures for
equality irtthe Church.
At least four bishops attended the
Washington conference, including Bishop
Joseph L. Imesch of Joliet, 111., who heads a
committee of bishops currently preparing a
national pastoral letter on women's con-
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cerns. '
One bishop, Auxiliary Bishop P. Francis
Murphy of Baltimore, said in a workshop
session that "the Church's credibility as a
moral teacher is threatened" when it fails to
treat women with full justice and equality.
Loretta Jancoski, a project coordinator at
the University of Notre Dame's Institute for
Pastoral and Social Ministry, called the
Church's traditional ecclesiology a theology
of "arrogance and rigidity" which uses
Scripture to "advocate the subservience of
women."
"We have an enormous task ahead of us if
we are going to salvage Jesus' liberating
message for women," Mrs. Jancoski said in
the text for her Oct. 31 address. "We should
not be continually forced into a position
where we have to choose between feminism
and the Scriptures. We deserve them both."
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Cannon's
1551 ML Hope Ave.
(1 minute north of W. Henrietta Rd.
exit of Rte. 390.)
461-1026
A Rochester favorite for 23 years, featuring
a diverse menu including seafood, steaks,
chops, veal, and Italian dishes. For the late
night diner we serve until 1 am Mon.-Sat.,
and midnight Sun. Lunches are served daily
from 11 am till 3:30.

Conesus Inn,
2170 East Lake Road
(East side of Beautiful
Conesus Lake)
(716) 346-6100
Now is the perfect time to take a leisurely
drive to the Conesus Inn. Located on
Conesus Lake, the Conesus Inn serves
dinners Tuesday through Saturday from 5
pm and Sundays beginning at 4 pm. As
always you'll find the same spectacular
Prime Rib, Alaskan King Crab Legs and
Australian Lobster Tail that you've come to
expect and enjoy from the Conesus Inn.
The beautiful surroundings and atmosphere
of the Conesus Inn make it an ideal spot
for dinner. Whether it's an intimate evening
for two or a large gathering of
friends.. .the Conesus Inn has a perfect
evening of dining waiting for you.
While you're there, remember to choose a
fine wine from their extensive wine list. Reopen for yet another season of splendid
dining, visit the Conesus Inn s o o n . . ."For
The Prime Of Your Life." Just ten minutes
from exit 9 off 390. Call today for
reservations.

Crystal Barn
Comer Clover & Jefferson
at the Barn Bazzar in Pittsford
(71») 3 8 1 - 4 8 4 4
A pleasant blend of crystal chandeliers and
Victorian motif set i n an authentic country
barn, creates a memorable atmosphere...
for lunch, cocktails or an enjoyable dining
experience. Your hosts George and Katherine Geratos and Chef Russell Brindisi pride
themselves hi presenting you with the most
carefully selected and prepared lunches
and dinners as well as unique special daily
creations. We most sincerely hope that
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you'll find our quality uncompromising and
our service unsurpassed. Reservations are
appreciated.

Dinners, Monday-Saturday from 5:00. Sunday, 4:00-9:00. Twenty Seven entrees to
choose from including Steaks, Chops, Veal
and Seafood. All steaks and chops are
cooked on our open charcoal hearth. Banquet rooms available for 10-150 in our
historic 1885 building. Outside catering for
any size party. Dinners served in our lower
level, "The Paul Revere Lounge"; music at
the "Baby Grand" Friday and Saturday
evenings.

Di Pacific's
Rte. 96 and Rte. 332
(opposite Finger Lakes Race Track)
Victor, N.Y. 14564
(716) 924-3634
Just a short drive from Rochester, at the
comer of Rte. 96 and Rte 332, Di Pacific's
will make a splendid choice for lunch or
dinner. Open 7 days a week; serving
lunches daily from 1.1:00 a.m.; dinners from
4:00 p.m. Prime Rib is on our menu every
evening; our fish fry is served during lunch
and dinner each Friday. Dinner entrees include: Beef, Veal, Chicken, Seafood or Italian Spaghetti. We also have a children's
menu for the tittle ones. For a real for treat,
stop in for one of our Sunday afternoon
specials: Stuffed Chicken Breast or Prime
Rib for only $6.95. For your next gathering,
our newly remodeled banquet facilities can
accomodate up to 325 people. Call today
for reservations.

(Oswald's) Hof Brau Haus
406 Lyell Ave.,
5 min. from downtown
254-9660

Built in 1837, the 150 year old National
Hotel is a landmark in and of itself. Serving
dinners pnly, Tues -Szt. -i.ou-10 p-m. and
Sundays, 12-8 p.m. A special Senior Citizen
menu is featured nightly and Sunday. From
Rochester, take 390 South to exit 8, The National Hotel is located on Rts. 20A & 39 in
Cuylervitte just 3 miles south of Geneseo or
3 mils east of Letchworth State Park. Reservations are appreciated.

New Sodus Pt. Fish & Crab House

Irondequoit Town Lounge
705 Titus Ave.
342-3465
Serving lunches 11:30-3 p.m. daily except
Sunday. Featuring an Early Bird Special every night but Friday. Fish Frys every Friday.
Our party room can accommodate up to 60
people for your next gathering. Clip out this
ad and receive $5.00 off two dinners (specials not included), offer good Sunday thru
Thursday, during the month of November.

The Johnson House
19 South Main SL
ChurcbviHe, New York (Exit 3 off 490 west)
(718) 283-1111
Open for lunch Monday-Friday from 11:30.

Strebs Steak & Sea Food House
4464 Ridge Rd. West

352-1400

National Hotel
Rte 20A & 39
Cuytervffie, N.Y. 14481
(716) 382-3130

Authentic German cooking in an olde world
Gasthaus decor. Specializing in German
wines, and featuring more than 50 imported
beers. Special arrangements for groups.
Serving lunch and dinner. Live Bavarian, entertainment on weekends.

first waterfront fish and crab house serving
breakfast, lunch and dinner on beautiful
Sodus Bay, Surrounded with glass and
decking, every seat has a breathtaking view
second to none. Join us for dining or dancing in our authentic Cape Cod nautical atmosphere. Located on Greig St. in Sodus
Pt. Reservations appreciated.

S o d u s Pt., N.Y. 14555 (on the Seaway Trail)

(315) 4 8 3 - 2 3 1 4
Discover Sodus Pt. at its finest! The areas

If it's succulent seafood or a thick, juicy
steak you're craving, our name speaks for
itself. But don't let our name fool y o u . . .We
also feature a wide array of full course
dinners including prime rib, veal and
chicken. Daily and weekly specials. Set in a
romantic, homelike atmosphere. Serving
lunches Tues. - Fri., 11:30 - 2:30; Dinners
Tues. Thurs^ 4:30 -10:00; Fri. & Sat.,
4:30-midnight; Sun., 12.00-10:00. Major
credit cards accepted.

Dining Around the Diocese
The first issue of each month, the CourierJournal will be featuring some prime dining
spots in and around the Rochester diocese
If you, or someone you know would like to
have your restaurant included in our Dining
Guide, call the Courier-Journal at 328-4340.

THE PERFECT
STOCKING STUFFED
A GIFT CERTIFICATE
From one of these fine dining
establishments would make the
perfect holiday gift, giving idea.
Call The Restaurant of Your Choice Today

