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Bishop endorses
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lovely development of the consciousness of
the baptismal vocation and the empower-
ment it gives, while other places are not.

*‘So it’s not a uniform, steady, identical
development of these two things around the
world. The local churches have had different
experiences with each. That’s why I think it’s
important for "the experience of each local
church to be profoundly respected as the
larger Church moves ahead in consideration
of these issues.

Although the synod’s outcome is uncer-
tain, the bishop contends that ‘‘in the long
view, the synod will influence these issues
and probably bring some guidance to them.
In the shorter run it’s always hard to predict
what immediate impact the synod will have
because, as | understand it, there is no
official public document issued by the synod

for the governance of the whole Church. The
synod offers recommendations to the Holy
Father, who then in turn will offer some
document or some documents for that
guidance. But until that happens you’re not
totally sure of exactly where these things will
come down.

I think the synod delegates will offer (the
pope) a very strong recommendation that the
Church needs to stay very much alive on this
issue of ministry, of this issue of women,’” he
continued. ‘‘My intuition is that (the dele-
gates) will also do that with a strong
recommendation that ther€ be much ‘more
left to the local churches to decide than is

. presently the case. I think they will say that

— precisely because of the different experi-
ences of the many local churches, that is,
dioceses — it’s not realistic for central
authority to make decisions in very practical
daily matters that deeply affect those local
churches without reference to (the local
churches’) experience.”’
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Although Bishop Clark observed that the
synod’s outcome may disappoint or displease
some Catholics who are hoping for certain
results, he said ‘it may be a strong
encouragement to them to reassess their
theological understanding; it may be a real
challenge to them for a change of heart.

I think the vast majority of Catholic
people give great reverence to and strong
adherence to the guidance offered by the
Holy See... My hope is that all of us would
move ahead together. In human affairs,
universal agreement is rare, but 1 hope we
find a way together to work things out in a
satisfactory manner.

“If we don’t do that, then our mission
suffers. We can’t spend forever disagreeing
about such relatively unimportant things in

the light of the transcendent importance of

our mission to proclaim Christ alive and
healing, reconciling.”’

Although some synod participants have
expressed a need somehow to regulate the
activities of the broad spectrum of lay
Catholic organizations, Bishop Clark urges
caution in applying restrictions. ‘““To my
mind, people’s imagination and creativity
and commitment and concern for the mission
of the Church should be given as free a reign
as possibly can be offered,’”’” he remarked.
“Otherwise, 1 think, we will lose the gifts of
such people, and we will never find out about
the poss:bnlmes they open up for the larger
community.”’

Such freedom must, of course, be
balanced with respect for the basic unity of
the whole community. As the wider commu-
nity of the Church should be open to and
never neglect the gifts, talents, inspiration
and directions that individuals or groups

.might cheose, Bishop Clark said, the smaller

communities must likewise be conscious of
the common good.

This balancing act, he said, is never an
issue that’s totally settled. ‘‘It’s another
expression of the tension, which I think is a
héalthy one, that might be called the tension

between the charismatic and the institu-
tional,”” Bishop Clark said. ‘‘Both are very
worthy and dignified words expressing very
important realities, but when one takes an
undue precedence over the other, things get
out of tilt. Part of our common responsibili-
ty — and part of my own particular
responsibility — is to find ways to keep those
in healthy tension, in some- constructive
alignment.”’

Despite the concerns synod delegates have
voiced with respect to lay groups, Bishop
Clark said he had not experienced coun-
terproductive tensions in the Diocese of
Rochester. ““I think we can fairly describe

* our own community of faith as a healthily

progressive one,”’ he remarked. ¢l think
we’re trying to engage in what the Church
wants us to engage in, and 1 think we’re
doing that with a relatively low quotient of
antagonism, disruption, friction.””

Although some tensions remain to be
resolved within the diocese, ‘I thank God
every day for the relatively low amount of
disruptive activity or strident voices in our
diocese,”’ Bishop Clark concluded. ‘I think
we’re blessed in that manner.”

‘St. Elsewhere’ star to speak
at St. John Fisher College

The St. John Fisher College Studeint Associ-

ation’s Fall Lecture Series will present actor

- Stephen Furst on Thursday, Oct. 29, in Kear-

ney Auditorium, 2690 East Ave., Rochester at
8 p.m. Furst, best known as Flounder in “An-
imal House” and Dr. Elliot Axelrod on NBC’s
“St. Elsewhere” is scheduled to lecture and
show video clips of his dramatic career atthis
free presentation.

Followmg his lecture, Furst is expected to an-
swer ‘questions and tour the campus.

Call (716) 385-8231 or 385-8104 for infor-
mation.
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WILLIAM L. ESTES
{US. NAVY-RETIRED)
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Ronald J. Passero

James M. Byrnes
General Practices

524 Mt. Hope Ave. 442-2550

Bakeries

Basement wall, cement repairs. -
Interior painting
Gutter Cleaning

Small jobs welcome

A. Meyvis, Jr. 323-2876

SERVICEMASTER EAST
258 MACEDON CENTER RD.
FAIRPORT, NY. 14450
*(716) 223-1709
PROFESSIONAL CARPET CLEANING.
FURNITURE, FLOORS, SPECIALTY SERVICES

Joanna JoJo

Sasso’s Bake Shop
Specializing in Wedding Cakes
and Cookie Trays

“We also cater parties”
(716) 644 N. Plymouth Ave.

546-3009 Rochester, NY. 14608
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(After § pm: S49171) 7days's week
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: FILTER & LUBE
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* Waiting Room
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458-5652
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Financial Services

RITA'S CATERING SERIVCE

PAT'S COFFEE SHOP
CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

WEDDINGS * GRADUATIONS

SHOWERS » COMMUNIONS
BAPTISMS * CONFIRMATIONS

ANSWERING SERVICE
458-9848

254-7360
254-7679

G. PETER KLEE, CFP

Fiaancial & Tax Mamning
1393 East Main St., Rechester, N.Y. 14509
Business & Personal Financial Planning
-Acccounting Services — Tax'Pianning
Office Hours: Daity 9 a.m. till 4:30 p.m.

Call: 482-2080

UNLIMITED CARE, HIC.
Over A Decade of Sarvica
50 Chestnyt Plaza
. 232-B801
' 'For help at home-Licensed
Nums. Homehulth Aides, Homemakers,
from hourly to

tivesin, Fbrsonnei rheet strict employment
standards, are certified, bonded and insured.

Specialized raining in Alzheimers Disease
Avsilable 24 howrs 3 day, 7 ¢ays & week.

Insurance

Carpentry

Chimney Repairs

Gutter Cleaning

Remodeling
BATHROOM & KITCHEN DINAPOLI BROTHERS CARPENTRY WORK DINAPOLI BROTHERS CHIMNEY WORK .
REPAIRS AND REMODELING additions, porch enclosures, paneling, chimneys rebuilt, pointed plastered, patios PROFESS'O"AL

21 Years Serving Greater Rochester
. Alt Work Personally Attended
Free, Courteous Estimates

Call Jim: 352-3A47

doors & windows, electrical work.
® 28 years experience
* Prompt free estimates
e Check our reputation -

CALL ANYTIME: 2257681 or 2274635 |

& brick steps. Best prices in town.
® 28 years experience
* Prompt free estimates
® Check our rcpfnation

CALL ANYTIME: 2257681 or 227-4635

GUTTER CLEANING
AND REPAIR
 225-1130

Call for a quote.
Take a minute and compare Alistate for
valuc. You may find we can save you
some money on your home or auto in-
surance. Call me today. . .it’l! only llke
2 lunutz. Joseph A.
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