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Church pressure spurs Duarte to accept returning refugees
By Laurie Hansen
Washington (NC) — International church
pressure forced the Salvadoran government
to allow more than 4,000 refugees to return
home from Honduras Oct. 10, said U.S.
church leaders who accompanied them to the
Honduras-El Salvador border.
Many of the 4,413 refugees who returned
had been living at the Mesa Grande camp in
southwestern Honduras for as long as seven
years. It was the largestsingle repatriation of
refugees to El Salvador since its civir^war
began eight years ago.
The religious leaders., who were members
of Going Home, an interfaith campaign in
support of the refugees, had intended to
accompany the refugees into El Salvador.
' But the Salvadoran government turned them
away at the border.
At a press conference on Capitol Hill Oct.
14, Going Home spokesmen denied charges
by Salvadoran President Jose Napoleon
Duarte that they had "manipulated" the
refugees, and were behind refugee demands
to return en masse.
"We were not leading anyone, or fomenting anything," said Sister Janet Gottschalk,
a Medical Mission Sister from Indianapolis.
"Our only function was to call international
attention to the refugee situation."
Duarte's charges of manipulation are
"totally false," said Franciscan Father
Joseph Nangle, director of the peace and
justice committee of the Conference of
Major Superiors of Men, based in Silver
Spring, Md., a suburb of Washington.
In an interview after the news conference,
he said the religious leaders had responded to
an invitation by refugees, who hoped that the
presence of international observers would
prevent violence from taking place at the

border.
Father Nangle added that the Salvadoran
government has labeled the returning refugees as sympathizers of the Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front, the rebel group
currently fighting the Salvadoran army.
The government decided to allow the
refugees to return "only as a result of intense
pressure from churches within and outside of
El Salvador," said Jose Escobar, executive
director of the Interfaith-Office on Human
Rights in El Salvador, based in Washington.
The government had rejected or not
responded to repeated requests by the refugees to return home. But three days before
the date they hoped to cross the border, the
refugees were told President Duarte hadapproved the move and would send a
delegation to meet the group.
An estimated 7,000 Salvadoran refugees
remain at the Mesa Grande refugee camp and
1,500 at another Honduran carnp^ Going

hope is you."
Sister Gottschalk said a young man
showed her what he said was his most prized
possession — " a crude wooden box he had
made that was closed with a padlock."
"Inside were rubber boots he would (wear)
to till the land, and the tools he would use to
build a new life, a new nation," she said.
"To me it was the symbol of the promise
that President Duarte and the peace plan
gave to those people by allowing them to
return," she said.
Father Nangle described the refugees'
journey home as "the Exodus story."
"It's uncanny," he said in an interview.
"They were the Jewish people going back to
their homeland. Just as the pharoah had to
be asked 10 times, Duarte had to be asked 10
times."

Father Nangle said at the news conference
that the first night of the trip he had stayed at
the Mesa Grande camp in the home "of a
man about my age who looked about 20
years older."
"1 could not help thinking about his
history and comparing it to mine, and then 1
thought about what was awaiting him in the
future," said the priest.
Lutheran Bishop Gustav H. Shultz of San
Francisco said he was moved by the words of
a female refugee who had lost seven sons in
the war. "She said, 'The price of freedom is
very heavy.'"
Jesuit Father Lawrence Castagnola, an
adviser to Bishop Francis A. Quinn of
Sacramento, Calif., recalled another female
refugee whose father Jnad been shot and
whose son burned t o death. Sh? Ssked him to
relay the message, "After*;G^% pur only

Home spokesmen said.

Eire Connection

They said refugees who were accepted into
the country were not given necessary idem
tification documents upon their return. This
will limit their travel within the country and
prevent them from voting in elections.
One bus carrying refugees back to El
Salvador was marked with a banner proclaiming: "We enter under the protection of
the Central American peace plan," according to Sister Gottschalk.
The banner referred to the Central American regional peace plan, signed by the
region's political leaders Aug. 7. Its terms
include a general cease-fire, amnesty for
guerrilla forces, internal democratization,
and prohibition on the use of one country's
territory for aggression against another
country.
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THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER
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Does grief have
a purpose?
When someone we love very
much dies we face a major change
of lifestyle. The person we love is
gone; usually our lifestyle changes
drastically. Over the years we lived
with another person, we developed
habits of living and dependencies.
Grief is a way of expressing that we
dislike what has occurred. Through
our grief we are forced to recognize
that life has changed and will no
longer be the same. The purpose of
productive grief is to make us look
toward a new lifestyle and to do the
things necessary to create a new
lifestyle. In the end we break with a
past that no longer exists and we
create new ways to do things and to
organize our' lives without the
deceased.
We purchase all forms of insurance to protect our
family & assets, not because we expect trie worst to
happen, but to be prepared. Doesn't ft make sense
then to prepare for what will happen. Let our trained
counselors assist you with the many options available
in planning for a worry-free future.
Burial
Cremation
Entombment

SCHAUMAN-SULEWSKI
FUNERAL HOME
2100 St. Paul St.

342-3400

Community
Child Care Center
170 Troup Street
Rochester, NY
Licensed Day Care
Preschool Program
18 mo.-5 yrs.
6:30 am - 5:30 pm

232-3250

THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL"
DIRECTORS LISTED BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING."
ROCHESTER

Set your mind at ease, make FUNERAL arrangements with specialists,
• NULTON at our home or in your home. # M A T T L E

• ASHTON-SMITH

• PAYNE NULTON

(716) 381-3900
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Farrell-Ryan Funeral Home
Thomas W. Plumb & James J. Ryan
51 W. Ridge Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14615
(716) 254-3403

Schauman-Sulewski Funeral Home Inc.

Bums-Hanna Funeral Home

Dreier—Giltner Funeral Home Inc.
Edward H, Dreier - Alan E. Giltner
1717 Portland Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14617
(716) 342-8500

1795 East Ridge Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14622
(716) 467-5745

May Funeral Home
George L May Jr., Raymond L

Younglove-Smith
Funeral Home, Inc.

Edwin Sulewski
2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 342^400
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Serving Greece

1511 Dewey Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14615
(716) 458-6200
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Schauman-Sulewski Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin Sulewski
2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 342-3400

Welch

2793 Culver Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14622
{716)467-7957

Paul W. Harris Funeral Home Inc.
Richard P. Harris

Michael R. Yackiw Funeral Home
1270 Norton St.
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 544-5000
If no answer 342-9300

GREECE
Alvah Halloran and Son, Inc.
Funeral Home
H. Daniel Halloran
2125 Chili Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14624
(716) 247-7590

Arndt Funeral Home
1118 Long Pond Rd.
(near Maiden Lane)

Barking for over 100 cars

Greece, N.Y. 14626
Ronald John Arndt
(716) 225-6350

Charles E. Davis

570 Kings Highway S.
(corner Titus)
(716) 544-2041
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Vay, Schleich and Meeson
Funeral Home Inc.
"Greece's Largest and Most Complete Facilities"

2692 Dewey Avenue
Greece, N.Y. 14616
(716) 663-5827

HART MONUMENT
CO.
Since 1856
865-6746

2301 Dewey Avenue
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery

