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Bishop confirms catechesis as cornerstone of parish life 
By Teresa A. Parsons 

Bishop Matthew H. Clark has called on 
every diocesan parish to evaluate the scope 
and quality of its catechetical plan. 

Speaking to more than 100 religious 
educators and nearly 40 pastors who 
gathered in Henrietta on Monday, Sept. 28, 
for a workshop entitled "Catechesis in the 
90s , " the bishop urged that comprehensive, 
lifelong catechesis be recognized as " t he 
cornerstone of parish life. 

" G o d help us all if we don' t take seriously 
the call to make this work of catechesis very 
much the heart of all of our communit ies ," 
he said-. "1 fear that if we don ' t do that, our 
communities will become museums. They 
will not be lively, Christ-bearing, Christ-
proclaiming bodies of people who are 
touched by excitement, who attract other 
people, who excite them and make them 
want to learn and to proclaim and to serve." 

Specifically, Bishop Clark proposed three 
points to guide parishes in their self-
evaluation. His guidelines, developed during 
the past year in conjunction with staff of the 
diocesan Office of Religious Education, 
direct that: 

• each parish should have a "well-
integrated catechetical p lan ;" 

• each parish should provide adequate 
personnel and resources to fulfill this plan; 

• each parish's catechetical leader should 
provide adequate formation forcatechists. 

A "well-integrated catechetical p l an , " 
Bishop Clark explained, can no longer be 
child-centered. Nor can such a plan neglect 
elderly, Hispanic or black parishioners, 
young adults, or the disabled. Instead, 
opportunities for formation in faith should 
be offered to people of all ages and 

backgrounds. 
" T h e documents of Vatican II and the 

bishops' own document on catechesis, 
'Sharing the Light of Fai th, ' make clear that 
the focus of catechesis is ongoing faith 
formation directed especially toward ongo­
ing formation of adu l t s , " he said. "Th is 
demands a coordinated catechetical plan 
centering on adults, but recognizing the 
importance of child and youth catechesis. At 
all levels, catechetical programs must be 
considered for the poor and disabled." 

Father William J. Amann, pastor at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Hamlin, 
pointed out that at least in his parish, a lack 
of opportunities for. adult education is not 
the problem. " I t ' s a question of whether the 
folks respond," he said. " I guess we need to 
motivate them somehow. That ' s always the 
challenge." 

One way to motivate adults toward con­
tinuing formation, the bishop responded, 
might be to address adult education to 
questions in which parishioners seem to be 
interested. " W h a t are people really wrestling 
with, what 's interesting them? It seems to me 
that 's not a bad place to start when 

.developing a catechetical p l a n , " Bishop 
Clark said. 

Lest his vision appear to place an un­
realistic burden on a few individuals, Bishop 
Clark pointed out that parish catechetical 
programs are not only the responsibility of 
the pastor or the director of religious 
education, but of the entire parish. "Par i sh 
catechesis is the right and responsibility of all 
par ishioners ," he said. " W e must seek out 
and use the gifts of the community more 
fully than we have . " 

Parish clustering, sharing of resources, 

and mentoring programs were among the 
specific ideas the bishop proffered as 
possibilities for using community resources 
more effectively. 

Among the most crucial of those resources 
are qualified and effective catechetical lead­
ers. Bishop Clark described a qualified leader 
as one who, by virtue of education or 
experience, is able to handle the scope of a 
parish's program in such areas as theology, 
catechetics, program development, catechist 
development, administration and budget 
management. 

As a means of ensuring that catechetical 
leaders are qualified, staff members at the 
Office of Religious Education are developing 
a diocesan certification program for religious 
educators. In addition, Bishop Clark has 
asked the office's staff to develop a plan for 
parishes to help them identify catechetical 
leaders and assess their competencies and 
needs. 

Catechetical leaders, in turn, need suffi­
cient salaries, budgets, volunteers and facili­
ties to implement a comprehensive parish 
plan. All of those resources are limited, 
Bishop Clark acknowledged. Yet the need 
for catechetical ministry has never been 
greater. " W e cannot continue to cut budgets 
designated for catechesis in parishes; we 
cannot continue to hire people to coordinate 
parish catechetical programs and not provide 
them with adequate funding and training to 
do their ministry; we cannot take a 
minimalist approach to catechetics in our 
par ishes ," he said. 

During the question-and-answer session 
that followed his address, Bishop Clark was 
asked whether the Office of Religious Educa­
tion or parishes could expect additional 

resources to help bring about adult-centered 
catechesis. He responded that while he was 
willing to consider allocating such resources, 
he had no particular plan for making them 
available. 

Bishop Clark did restate a policy — first 
announced as part of last year's diocesan 
salary and benefits guidelines — that directs 
parishes to budget $250 annually for conti­
nuing education for catechetical leaders. 
That amount is scheduled to increase to $450 
by 1989. 

He likewise reaf f i rmed a d iocesan 
guideline adopted in June , 1987, that re­
quires every catechist and catechetical leader 
to take at least 10 hours of course work in 
catechesis every two years. "1 do not take 
this policy lightly," he said. "1 consider it, in 
fact, a minimum requirement for formation. 

" I f we don ' t do t h a t , " he added, " t h e 
world and the Church, which change every 
day, will go right by u s . " 

Parish religious educators in the audience 
r ega rded B i shop C l a r k ' s a d d r e s s as 
challenging. In fact, several agreed that the 
prospect of trying t o carry out his 
catechetical vision for the 1990s "scared the 
hel l" out of them. 

" I t is s c a r y , " acknowledged Irene 
Goodwin, religious-education coordinator at 
Ss. Peter and Paul Church in Rochester. 
" W e only have 20 children in our program. 
Our parish is struggling to stay a l ive ." 

Jesus ' ministry was also humble and 
struggling, recalled James DeBoy, director of 
religious education for the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore, and the guest speaker for the 
morning session of Monday 's gathering. " I f 
you ' re not afraid, then you misunderstand 
the t a sk , " he concluded. 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS 

THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL" 

DIRECTORS LISTED BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR ATNEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING." 

ROCHESTER 

Set your mind at ease, make FUNERAL arrangements with specialists. 

• NULTON at our home or in your home' • MATTLE 
ASHTON-SMITH (716) 381-3900 • PAYNE NULTON 

Farrell-Ryan Funeral Home 
Thomas W. Plumb & James J. Ryan 

51 W. Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716) 254-3403 

I ROCHESTER I 

Burns-Hanna Funeral Home 
1795 East Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716)467-5745 

Schauman-Sulewski Funeral Home Inc. 
Edwin Sulewskl 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 342-3400 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

Serving Greece 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716) 458-6200 

Dreier—Giltner Funeral Home Inc. 
Edward H. Dreier - Alan E. Giltner 

1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716) 342-8500 

Paul W. Harris Funeral Home Inc. 
Richard P. Harris Charles E. Davis 

570 Kings Highway S. 
(corner Titus) 
(716) 544-2041 

i R Q N P E O u o r r 

May Funeral Home 
George L. May Jr., Raymond L. Welch 

2793 Culver Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716) 467-7957 

£ 
Schauman-SuiewsKi Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St. Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 342-3400 

GATES 

Michael R. Yackiw Funeral Home 
1270 Norton St. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716)544-5000 

If no answer 342-9300 

GREECE 

Alvah Halloran and Son, Inc. 
Funeral Home 

H. Daniel Halloran 
2125 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 247-7590 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd: 

(near Maiden Lane) Parking for over 100 cars 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 

(716) 225-6350 

Vay, Schleich and Meeson 
Funeral Home Inc. 

-Greece* Largest and Most Complete Facilities" 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716) 663-5827 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
Since 1856 

2301 Dewey Avenue 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 865-6746 

SOUND ADVICE 

By: John Crandall -

Hearing Aid Specialist 

Have you ever b l o w n a dog w h i s t l e 
a n d wondered w h y you did n o t hea r a 
sound? T h e s o u n d i t genera ted was a t 
a p i t ch too h i g h for t h e human ear t o 
hear b u t was in a range easily heard by 
the dog w h i c h h a s m u c h be t t e r h i g h 
frequency hear ing than we h u m a n s d a 

If you are hav ing t roub le unde r ­
s t and ing w h a t s o m e o n e is saying, a s k 
t h e m to speak slower. T h i s m a y ac tu ­
al ly he lp m o r e t h a n ask ing t h e m to 
speak louder. 

Q u e s t i o n — M y hea r ing keeps get­
t ing worse, is t he re any p o i n t to try­
ing a hear ing aid s ince i t m a y no t be 
s t rong e n o u g h if m y loss c o n t i n u e s t o 
increase? 

Answer — A hea r ing a id is u s u a l l y 
fit t h a t h a s e n o u g h "reserve power" t o 
cover sma l l changes in hear ing . If t h i s 
is a conce rn to you, be su re t o m e n ­
t ion it a t t h e t i m e of tes t ing so a n in-
strament with additional "reserve 
power can be ordered. 

See our all new, customed designed, 
noise reduction hearing aids. Roches­
ter. (716) 865-4311, Hornell: (607) 
324-2410 
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8 NEXT-TO-NEW SALE 
Blessed Sacrament 

School Hall 
Monroe Ave. at Oxford St. 

Thursday, Oct. 1, 9 a.m.— 8 p.m. 

Friday, Oct. 2, 9 a.m. — 8 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 3, 9 a.m. — 2 p.m. 
(Half Price) 

Come for Lunch or Supper! 


