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Bishops meeting
Continued from Page 1
It was in response to Archbishop Quinn's
address that Pope John Paul denounced
dissent and a "selective" approach to
Church moral teachings.
Archbishop Remhert G. Weakland of
Milwaukee, third speaker for the bishops,
said the Church in the United States "can
boast of "having the largest number of
educated faithful in the world."
Speaking about the laity, Archbishop
Weakland described changes in the social,
professional and educational level of U.S.
Catholics to argue that "this demands a new
kind of collaboration and a wider range of
consultation on the part of the teaching
office of the Church ... An authoritarian
style is counterproductive," he said.
He also stressed the desire of U.S.
Catholics "to contribute their skills and
knowledge to the life and growth of the
Church."
This is particularly true of women, he said.
"There are no words to explain so much pain
on the part of so many competent women
today who feel they are second-class citizens
in a Church they love."
In discussing "the advancement of
women" in his response, Pope John Paul

Angeles.

But there are many hopeful signs as well,
such as expanded lay ministries, the growth
of the permanent diaconate, new appreciation of religious life, growing awareness of
the need for evangelization and the growth of
spiritual renewal programs throughout the
Church, he said.
Pope John Paul said the "more active
participation of the laity in the mission of the
Church" was "encouraging," but he warned
Catholics to see lay ministry and priestly
ministry as complementary, not in opposition to one another.
The pope stressed the need to pray for
priestly and religious vocations and actively
recruit them.
The pope's long prayer-and-dialogue
session with about 300 of the almost 400 U.S.
bishops was held at Our Lady Queen of the
Angels high school seminary in San
Fernando, a small city within the city of Los

While the meeting was closed to the press
and the public, all the texts from it were
released.
At the start of their meeting, Pope John
Paul and the .bishops recited morning prayer
together at Mission San Fernando, one of the
original California mission Churches, adjacent to the seminary. It was the first time that
a reigning pope had visited a mission
founded by Father Junipero Serra.
After the closed-door meeting, which ran
about 45 minutes past its scheduled time, the
pope joined the bishops for a picnic luncheon.
At a packed press conference afterward,
Archbishop Pilarczyk told journalists that
the atmosphere was "very cordial" and the
pope gave "great encouragement"' to the
bishops.
Responding to several questions about the
pope's reference to dissent as an obstacle to •

Papal dialogue

observed. "All of the,'back and forth of these
days 1 think will influence what follows!' he
said. "For example, the synod on the laity next
month, I'm sure, will not happen apart from
an awareness of this exchange!'
The pope's observations on the Church in
the United. States are also likely to be raised
next year, when he is scheduled to meet privately with each of the U.S. bishops during

himself most powerfully affected by a spiritual theme the pontiff repeated again and again

said that "the aim of all the Church's efforts

Continued from Page 1
direct input by the bishops that the previous
one," he explained. "And I think the advance
in the exchange that took.place in this one over
the last one was the fruit of that;'
The atmosphere of Wednesday's meeting
with the pope, which Bishop Clark described
as "very, very warm and cordial," might also

on behalf of women" is "to promote their
human dignity," but he reaffirmed the

be the product of preliminary discussions. The
meeting's cordial spirit contrasted with reports

communicate!'
Contributing to the impression of heightened tensions between Rome and American
Catholics were a variety of polls and surveys
that depicted the latter as "cafeteria Catholics" who reject this and that Church teaching
at will.
"My principal fault with (those surveys) is
this — that they put all truth at the same level!' Bishop Clark said. "They set everything the
Church teaches forth in a manner that suggests
that every piece of.it is of exactly the same importance Right away, for me, that makes those^

Catholic Church's position that "women are

of tension between the bishops and the pope

surveys not of very much value!'

not called to the p r i e s t h o o d . " „
While acknowledging that U.S. Catholics

over such issues as the Vatican's disciplinary
action against Archbishop Raymond Hunthausen of Seattle, sanctions employed against
U.S. theologians, and divisions between liberal and conservative American Catholics regarding the Church's moral teachings.
While acknowledging that those tensions
still exist, Bishop Clark termed them "a healthy
sign of life in the Church.
"I think it's important to keep repeating that
there have always been such tensions in'the
Church through all ages and in all parts of the
Church;' he said. "You can't read a chapter in
the Church's history that's in any way realistic
without bumping into such things."
People may be more aware of contemporary
divisions within the Church, the bishop explained, because of the "enormous capacity to

are among the most educated laity, in the
world, he asked whether they are using their
ability "to exercise great influence upon
American culture" and make it "clearly
reflect Christian inspiration."
Archbishop Daniel E. Pilarczyk of
Cincinnati, NCCB vice president and the last
of the bishops to speak, said, "The ministry
of the Church in the United States is in a
state of turmoil and crisis ... but it is not the
turmoil and crisis of death and decay, but of
development and of life."
Archbishop Pilarczyk said the bishops
were concerned about statistics showing a
decline in religious vocations and a drop in
the ratio of priests to Catholics.over the past

receiving the sacraments, the archbishop said
Pope John Paul "is not saying thatf those
who do not accept all the teaching are out of
the Church."
Traditional pastoral theology would still
have to be applied to discern the spiritual
state of individuals involved in dissent, he
said, and what the pope was doing was
rejecting views that say there is simply
nothing wrong with dissent.
"The Holy Father, I think, wants to be
very careful to underline the fact that
Catholic teaching is not a kind of grocery
store where Catholics are free to take what
they want and not take what they want," he
said.
The NCCB official said the Church has
always preached hard teachings, and it
should not change them simply because they
are challenged. "The status of Church
teaching is the same this afternoon as it was
this morning (before the pope spoke)," he
said.

quarter century.

Attorneys

While Bishop Clark speculated that the papal visit will have an impact on the views of
the pope as well as those of bishops and

American Catholics, he does not believe that
this impact can be isolated from the flow of
other events. "I think that when any people of
good will... gather to hear the truth that one
another speak, good things will happen!' he
said. "But I don't think people change radically on the head of one meeting. That's why
I keep talking about this papal visit as a very
significant moment, but just one moment in
an unfolding story of the Church's life!'
If it is only for a moment in the continuum
of the Church's life, the pope's trip is certainly a focal moment that "collects a lot of things
that have happened before and launches us into
what will happen in the future!' Bishop Clark

their ad limina visits to Rome.
Above and beyond the focus on issues and
tensions surrounding the pope's most recent
visit to the United States, Bishop Clark found
— the need for a personal "conversion of
heart" rooted in the love of Christ.
The bishop likewise observed that, with
hindsight, the papal visit will probably have
been most effective not as a platform from
which to try and change people's views on particular issues, but as a sign of the Lord's presence, the expression of a "common wellspring
of hope" that touched the yearning of people
to be part of something that transcended their
own limitations.
"Some of those things are even hard to talk
about within oneself, let alone communicate
in an article!' Bishop Clark acknowledged.
"But it's that kind of thing, I think, that moves
people even more than speeches!'
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Home Health Services
UNIQUE

CARE
R.N.S - L.P.N.S

A Division of
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Basement Wall Repair Carpet/Furniture Cleaning
Auto Body/Collision

MASONRY - PAINTING
Basement wall, cement repairs.
Exterior painting

258 MACEDON CENTER RD.
FAIRPORT. N.Y. 14450
(716) 223-1709
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-For help at home-Licensed
Nurses, Home Health Aides, H o n w M k m ,

Housekeepers, Companions from hourly to

PROFESSIONAL CARPET CLEANING.

323-2876
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SERVICEMASTER EAST

Driveway sealing

Small jobs

WILLIAM L. ESTES
IU.S. NAVY-RETIRED)

Electricians

(After 5 pm: 544-9171).

D(alt'shifi5, minimum 4 hrs.)

live-in. Personnel meet strict employment

FURNITURE. FLOORS. SPECIALTY SERVICES

standards, are certified, bonded and Insured.
Specialized (raining in Alzltemers Disease
24 kean i <•>, 7 s m a msk.

Car Care
Bakeries
Joanna

Specializing in Wedding Cakes
and Cookie Trays
"We also cater parties"
(716)
546-3009

Fast 10 Minute ^ m _ _ _
OIL CHANGE,
S 1 3 9 5 ^
FILTER & LUBE " • "
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JoJo

Sasso's Bake Shop

V,y.

• No appt. necessary
• 5 qts. Castro) (turbo approved)
• Waiting Room
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REPAIRS AND REMODELING
21 Years Serving Greater Rochester
All Work Personally Attended
Free, Courteous Estimat|£^_ .^

Call Jim: 352-3447
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LAKEWOOD
AUTOMOTIVE ,
458-5652
Rochester

644 N. Plymouth Ave.
Rochester. N X 14608

Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling

Catering/Food Services
RITA'S CATERING SERTVCE
PAT'S COFFEE S H O P
CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS
WEDDINGS • GRADUATIONS
SHOWERS • COMMUNIONS
BAPTISMS • CONFIRMATIONS

ANSWERING SERVICE
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Carpentry
D1NAP0LI BROTHERS CARPENTRY WORK
additions, porch enclosures, paneling,
doors & windows, electrical work.
• 28 years experience
• Prompt free estim
• Check o u r reputatioi
CALL ANYTIME: 225-76*1 or 227-

458-9848

254-7360
254-7679

Chimney Repairs
DINAP0LI BROTHERS CHIMNEY WORK
chimneys rebuilt, painted plastered, patios
& brick steps. Best prices in town.
• 28 years experience
• Prompt free estimates

• Check our reputation
CALL ANYTIME: 225-7681 or 227-4635

Financial Services
G. PETER KLEE, CFP
fTinfillftI t t Ftttftiti
1593 Ent Mai* St., RKStStK, N.Y. 14609
Business & Personal Financial Planning
Acccounting Services — lax Planning
OHIce Hours: Daily 9 ajn. till 4:30 p.m.

Call: 482-2080
Gutter Cleaning
PROFESSIONAL
GUTTER CLEANING
AND REPAIR
225-1130

Insurance
Call for a quote;
Take a minute and compare Allstate for
value. You may find we can save you
some money on your home or auto insurance. Call me today.. -it'll only take

a minute.
KSkSwl

Joseph A. Accorso
Joseph S. Pavone
32 E. Main S t
ebster, N.Y
26546C0

Masonry
MASONRY REPAIRS
Brick Step's, Sidewalks, Chimneys,
Basement Wails, Cement Repairing
We specialize in masonry repairs
Over 26 years experience
Reasonable • Free Estimates
A. MEYVIS, SR.
323-1007

