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Educator keeps pace with 62

) + By Teresa A. Parsons

T professional rellgxous educators are de-
fined as those who receive salaries for their
services, then Ellen Mahaney wouldn’t qualify.

Throughout the 62 years-during which she
has served parishes in King Ferry, Lansmg and
Aurora as a catechism teacher and coordina-
tor of religious education, she has never sought
or received any payment — at least not in
dollars.

lnst&ad, she has earned the dlstmcnon of be-
ing probably the single best-known and best-
loved resident of Cayuga Lakes southeastern
shore.

Simple longevity is only part of the reason
She has lived all her 83 years in the area — the
last™58 of them on a large farm a mile down
Raiite'90 from Oiir Lady of the Lake Church
in King Ferry.

The honored position Miss Mahaney oc-
cupies in the heart's of so many of her neigh--
bors has more to do with her lifelong habit of
giving.

There’s hardly a Catholic living between Au-
rora and Lansipg whom Miss Mahaney hasn’t
prepared to receive Holy Communion or con-
firmation. This year, she is beginning to no-

tice some members of a third generation

passing through her classrooms. Other new-
comers she may have missed are most likely
sending their children to her.

Non-Catholics encountered Miss Mahaney
at ‘Lansing’s public elementary school, where
she taught second graders for nearly 30 years.

_ Duiring the previous 15 years, she taught in the

same kind of one-room country schools she
attended as a girl.

During free moments when she wasn’t teach-
ing, Miss Mahaney brought the Eucharist to
sick parishioners, kept track of parish finances,
put together the bulletin, arranged fresh flow-

Mercy sister planning
final professional of vows

Sister Rosemary E
Sherman will celebrate
her profession of per- |
petual vows to the Sis- |

the Mercy mother-"
house, 1437 Blossom "~
Road. As the theme
for the celebration, she
has choseén “I have
loved you with an ever- )
lasting love)’ Father Ray Fleming, pastor of St.
Mary’s Church of the Deaf, will preside at the
liturgy, which will be fully interpreted for the
deaf and hearing-impaired.

_Sister Sherman works as business manager
" for. St. Mary’s Parish and as a visting instructor
for the School of Business Careers at RIT’s Na-
tional Technical Institute for the Deaf. She
earned a master’s degree in business technol-
ogy from RIT in 1978.

The daughter of Francis'and Julia Sherman-
of North Chili, she became a candidate in the
Mercy congregation in 1979.

Catechesis workshops scheduled
throughout diocese in September
The Office of Religious Education of the

Rochester diocese has announced that Father

Ronald Oakham, o.carm., a member of the

- team of the North American Forum on the

Catechumenate, will present three
workshops on lectionary-based catechesis in
mid-September.

Rooted in the Word I is designated for
people who are working in their parish Rite
of Christian Initiation of Adults process.

““The Rite provides that a suitable
catechesis be provided in tune with the
liturgical year and the proclamation of the
Word. Lectionary-based catechesis is a
catechetical process rooted in the Word,
which provides the foundation for formation
of people.preparing to become part of.our
Roman Catholic communities,” Father
Oakham said.

Father Oakham is former director of the
RCIA for the Archdiocese of Newark, NJ.

" He was keynote speaker at the Rochester

diocesan convocation on the RCIA at Keuka
Park in August, 1986.
- The workshops are slated for: Monday,
Sept. 21, 7 p.m. at St. Mary Our Mother
Church, ‘Horseheads; Tuesday, Sept. 22, at
9:30 a.m. at Finger Lakes Office of Religious
Education, Geneva; and Tuesday, Sept. 22,
at 7 p.m. at St. Theodore’s, Rochester. The
fee is $10. Pre-registration isrecommended.
Call the Office of Religious Education

~ (716)328-3210 for information.

P R - < -

- €rs on the altar or laundered the altar liniens.

“I never thought of getting any money for
any of it;’ she said. “I feel I do it for the Church
and for God. It’s just part of my responsibili-
ty to help where { can.

“Of course if I was married and had a fa—
mily, I could never have done it} she added.
“But the thought never entered my head that -
1 didn’t want to do any-of it”

Teaching was among the only occupations
considered -suitable for a woman when-Miss
Mahaney graduated: from King Ferry High
School in 1923. Fortunately for her, teaching
was the only. thing she ever wanted to do.

Despite the demands.’6f instructing first
through elghth grades in.a one-room school
which she also cleaned and maintained, Miss.
Mahaney’s hunger to educate wasn’t satisfied.

So in 1925, she taught the first of many,
many first Communion classes at Our Lady
of the'Eake. In those days and for years there-
after, religious education in King Ferry began
and ended with preparation for first Commun-
ion and confirmation. “The, priest told you
what to do and you did it} she recalled.

When All Saints Church in. Lansmg became
a mission of the King-Ferry parish in 1935, .
Miss Mahaney began teaching religious edu-

_cation there as well. The public school where

she taught during the day was right across the
street from. All Saints. Once a-week, she would
assemble Catholic students after school and
escort them across the road for catechism class.

In 1959, the year her mother died, Miss Ma-
haney continued to teach, but relinquished the
coordinator’s position to a group of Sisters of
St. Joseph who were headquartered in Ithaca.

Ten years later, she was forced to retire from
her full-time teaching post in Lansing after a
bout with the Hong Kong flu, which left her
throat: partially paralyzed. In the early 1970s,

Thursday, September 24, 19}877_4 .

years of catechetical changes

the last of the sisters pulled out of King Ferry

and Miss Mahaney was once-again asked to

serve as religious education coordinator.
She continued to divide her time between

_Our Lady of the Lake and All Saints parishes

until 1982, when four parishes along the south-
eastern shore of Cayuga Lake were joined in
a cluster administered by a single parish staff.
All Saints then became a mission of St. Cather-

" ine of Siena Parish in Ithaca, and Miss Ma-

haney began to coordinate thé combined
religious education programs of Our Lady of
the Lake and St. Patrick’s Parish in Aurora,
where she was baptised as a child.
Altogether, 58 students have registered for

teachers now;” she explained with a smile.
So much about children and Church teach-

ing has changed from the days of the Baltimore -

Catechism, when Miss Mahaney began her
ministry, through the reforms of the Second
Vatican Council and up to the latest Sadlier
textbook series, which she’ll be using at Our
Lady of the Lake this year.

The material and methods she used in her
early classes were much the same as those she
recalled from childhood. “The Baltimore Cat-
echism was it. That’s what you learned;’ she
said. “I remember when | was young the priest
would come down and question youngsters
about their lessons right in church while you

‘The Church’s thinking is entirely different
now. Children learn more about their faith.
They used to just go to church and sit and
never say anything. Now we get the
children to participate ... I think it makes
them more aware of what’s going on.’

Ellen Mahaney

this year’s classes, which began last Sunday. Be-
cause Our Lady of the Lake Church has no
parish center or school building, four classes
meet in the rectory and four gather in the
church. Miss Mahaney seldom teaches any-
more, unless one of her eight volunteer teachers
is absent. “I’'m more kind of the boss of the

were sitting with your family”’

Nowadays, religious education relies less on
rote learning and more on explanation and in-
dividual experience. Miss Mahaney agrees with
those who complain that the experiential ap-

proach has at time been overemphasized. But,

Continued on Page 14

DIRECTORS

' THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT . W4
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL %
DIRECTORS LISTED BELOW FOR PRE:NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING."

I ROCHESTER l

Set your mind at ease, make FUNERAL arrangements with specialists.
e NULTON at our home or in your home.

e ASHTON-SMITH

(716) 381-3900

e MATTLE
e PAYNE NULTON

I ._ROCHESTER l

51 W. Ridge Rd.
Rochester, NY. 14615
{716) 254-3403

Farrell-Ryan Funeral Home
Thomas W. Plumb & James J. Ryan

Schauman-Sulewski Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin Sulewski
- 2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, NY. 14621
16) 342-3400

Younglove-Smith
Funeral Home, Inc.
Serving Greece
1511 Dewey Avenue

Rochester, N.Y. 14615
(716) 458-6200

__[RONDEQUOIT

1795 East Ridge Rd.
Rochester, N.Y..14622
{716) 467-5745

Burns-Hanna Funeral Home |

Dreier—Giltner Funeral Home inc.
Edward H. Dreier - Alan E. Giltner
1717 Portland Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14617

16) 342-8500

Paul W, Harris Funeral Home Inc.
Richard P. Harris Charles E. Davis
570 Kings Highway S
(corner Titus)

IRONDEQUOIT

(716) 544-2041

May Funeral Home
George L. May Jr., Raymond L. Welch
2793 Culver Rd.
Rochester, NY. 14622 .
716) 467-7957

Schauman-Sulewski Funeral Home Inc.
i Edwin Sulewski
2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 342-3400

Alvah Halioran and Son, Inc.
. Funeral Home
H. Daniel Halloran
2125 Chili Avenue
Rochester, N.Y, 14624
(716) 247-7590

Amdt Funeral Home
1118 Long Pond Rd.

{near Maiden Lane] Parking for over 100 cars

Greece, NY. 14626
Ronald John Arndt

(716) 225-6350

Michael R. Yackiw Funeral Home
1270 Norton St. -
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 544-5000
lf no answer 342-9

ay, Schleich and Meeson

Funeral Hom Inc.
reece’s Largest jost Compiste Facilities™

2692 Dewey Avenue
Greece, N.Y. 14616

(716) 663-5827 _ [ ]

2301 Dewey Avenue

HART MCNUMENT CO.

~ S:nce 1856

865-6746

Opposite Holy Sepuichre Cemetery




