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Protests small, vocal during papal trip

NC News Service .
From Miami to Detroit; Pope John Paul
IPs Sept. 10-19 U.S. trip prompted small but
vocal groups to demonstrate both for and
against the pope's positions.
Demonstrators also used the trip to target
government — not papal — actions.
In several cases, the demonstrations were
sparHed by disagreements with the Church's
statements on homosexuality and women,
including its refusal to ordain them, and by
such Jewish concerns as the Vatican's failure
to recognize Israel.
But protests were also heard from Native
Americans, who criticized early Christian
missionaries' treatment of Indians, and from
Protestant fundamentalists and others opposed to the pope's visit for religious
reasons.
Hoping to cash in on media attention to
the pope, anti-abortion activists in Detroit

and Columbia, S.C., staged protests at
abortion clinics to coincide with papal
events. The protests led to arrests in both
cities.
Som$, of the largest demonstrations oc^
curred in San Francisco, where some 2,000
activists Sept. 17 protested Catholic stands
on homosexuality, the ban on women's
ordination and the pope's June meeting with
Austrian President Kurt Waldheim.
The demonstrators converged a block
from Mission Dolores, where the pontiff met
with AIDS victims, their families and
friends. In addition to "Pope go home"
slogans chanted by the demonstrators, some
held banners repudiating the pontiff.with
such statements as "The Holy Father Is
Neither."
The next day about 200 protesters chanted
"Shame, shame" near St. Mary's Cathedral,
where the pope met with lay people.

AIDS victims not outcasts, pope says
By Agostino Bono
San Francisco (NC) — As feminist and
homosexual groups protested Church
teachings outside, Pope John Paul II told
AIDS victims and others assembled in an
historic San Francisco church that God's
compassion compares with that of a mother.
"God loves you all, without distinction,"
the pope told elderly and sick people
gathered Sept. 17 at Mission Dolores
Basilica.
" H e loves those of you who are sick, those
who are suffering from AIDS," he said.
"God's love is tender and merciful, patient
and full of understanding."

O'Rourke, who greeted the pontiff with a
warm embrace.
Concern for AIDS victims has been a
subtheme of the pope's visit. In a talk to
Catholic health workers in Phoenix, Ariz.,
the pope asked them to provide medical aid
and spiritual compassion to AIDS victims.
During a press conference aboard his flight
to the United States, the pope said homosexuals, especially AIDS victims, "are not
outcasts."'
"The homosexuals, like all people who
suffer are ... in the heart of the Church," he
said.

In Miami, first cityxm the papal itinerary,
protesters challenging Church positions on
women and homosexuality gathered outside
that city's St. Mary's Cathedral.
The next day, John Paul's meeting with
Jewish leaders drew about 25 Jewish de. monstrators who criticized Vatican policies.'
In New Orleans, 10 persons held banners
backing separation of church and state,
Vatican recognition of Israel, reproductive
freedom for women, and human rights and
dignity for lesbians and homosexuals in a
demonstration Sept. 12 outside Archbishop
Philip M. Hannan's residence, where the
pope stayed.
In Los Angeles, fewer than 100 protesters
turned out Sept." 15-16 near St. Vibiana's
Cathedral rectory, where the pope spent the
night.
Some displayed placards stating: "Listen
to Women as Jesus Did," "Priests Die of
AIDS," and "Welcome King of the Hypocrites." The group included members of a
primarily. Catholic group, Women for
Change in the Church, which advocates
women's ordination.
Sometimes the protests were motivated by
religious differences. In Columbia, John
Paul met with an ecumenical delegation. But
as thousands cheered his visit there, groups
of up to 100 fundamentalist protesters
demonstrated at papal stops, distributed
anti-papal pamphlets, and chanted "Pope go
home."
A scuffle broke out along the papal
motorcade route Sept. 15 in Los Angeles
when a small group of papal well-wishers
tore down signs displayed by a Taiwan-based
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Outside San Francisco's Mission Dolores
Basilica, 4 , 0 0 0 people expressed their
feelings about the Church's teaching
against homosexual behavior.

Christian group that called the pope "the
tool of Satan."
Before John Paul's visit in Carmel, Calif.,
Sept. 17 to the Carmel Mission Basilica, site
of the grave of Father Junipero Serra, Secret
Service agents moved a group of Native
Americans attempting to hold a prayer vigil.

The pope also shook hands and chatted
briefly with victims of Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome and their relatives.
Among the victims was 4-year-old Brendan
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Pope John Paul II hugs four-year-old AIDS

patient Brendan O'Rourke during his visit
to the basilica in San Francisco.
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NEXT-TO-NEW SALE
Blessed Sacrament
School Hall

This decision must be overridden. We must pass the
Paramount Human Life Amendment now.

Monroe Ave. at Oxford St.
Thursday, Oct. 1, 9 a.m.- 8 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2, 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 3, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Will it take another 20,000,000 dead babies before
America has the courage to say "no?"

(Half Price)

I

Twenty million tiny preborn babies are dead, just because
the US. Supreme Court didn't have the courage to stand up
for human lifa

Come tor Lunch or Supper!
30.

Join the American Life League iji the fight to protect all
God-given human life.

FOSTER HOMES
NEEDED
Catholic Family Center needs
nuturing foster homes for:
— Newborn infants with special
health needs
— Vietnamese refugee youths,
13-17 years of age
— Unmarried mothers with infants
— Pregnant teens - temporary
housing

RESPOND TO THE CENSUS
IN YOUR PAPER NEXT WEEK!

Call Joyce Daley or
Bernadette Slater,
546-7220

Mrs. Judie Brown, President
American Life League, P.O. Box 1350, Stafford VA 22554
(703) 659-4171

