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igious educator discovered his career by happy accident

By Teresa A. Parsons
Charles Prindle becomes a little impatient
• with people who point out that he's an
anomaly in the field of religious education.
It's not that he disagrees with the assessment. Prindle willingly admits that he could
probably count on one hand the number of
men in the diocese who, like him, work as
parish directors of religious education.
As he begins his ninth year at St. Margaret
Mary Parish in Irondequoit, Prindle also
agrees that he has been remarkably fortunate. At 36, he has so far avoided the twin
pitfalls of burnout and low morale that are.
so often engendered by-the long hours and
low salaries religious education offers. He
likewise appears unscathed by the tumultuous changes in Church ministry during the
last decade.
Perhaps because the characteristics that set
him apart from others are his everyday
realities, Prindle is not very impressed by
them. Or perhaps the secret of. his
equanimity lies in the memory of an earlier
assembly-line job in which he spraypainted
the handles of BB-guns eight hours a day.
"When this job starts to get to me, as any job
will, I think back to that," he said.
Prindle never set out to become a director
of religious education. In fact, he stumbled
onto the job with little understanding of
what il entailed. He earned a bachelor's
degree in religious studies from St. John
Fisher College, and a master's degree in

community service from the University of

Rochester before entering St. Bernard's
Seminary in 1975 to study for the priesthood.
Three years later, he left St. Bernard's to
teach English and theology at Aquinas
institute. »
One year at Aquinas was sufficient to
convince Prindle that he did not want a
career as a high-school teacher. So he
responded to a diocesan advertisement seeking a director of religious education at St.
Margaret Mary Parish. "Before that, I
didn't even realize this position existed," he
recalled.
Hired in August, 1979, Prindle faced the
challenging prospect of pulling together his
first religious-education program in little
more than a month. His theological training
was more than equal to the task, but with
hindsight, he wishes he had more training in
the mechnics of education.
"I'm lucky because I live with a teacher —
my wife," he said. "I learned a lot from her
about how students learn." He gleaned what
educational tips he could from workshops,
conferences and trial-and-error. Another
valuable resource was the monthly gathering
of religious educators" from the city's
northeast region.
Once he established the major components
of the parish's program — weekly religious
education classes, sacramental preparation
and adult education — the demands of the
job became more predictable.
But with nearly 300 students enrolled in a
typical year's program, Prindle has not
lacked opportunities to continue learning
and experimenting. Most students in grades
two through - six attend classes at St.
Margaret Mary on Monday afternoons. This
year, however, Prindle is offering secondthrough fourth-grade students a choice of
attending classes on either Monday afternoon or Sunday morning. Children in
preschool and first grade also attend classes
on Sunday morning during the 9:30 a.m.
Mass.
"The language and structure of the Mass is
so adult that it's inappropriate for them," he
explained. "The kids are bored out of their
skulls, and so they drive their parents nuts."

Michael N. A y d o g a n

Charles Prindle. one of a handful of men in the diocese who work as parish religious education directors, has observed gains In the
position's visibility and professional status during the past nine years. Those gains have begun to help offset such occupational
liabilities as long hours and low salaries.
more important than the gender."
Classes for students in junior-high grades
Mary are women in their 30s or 40s, although
are generally scheduled on weekday evenings
at least one of the 25 parishioners who
He is similaYly philosophic about the mere
in a catechist's home.
usually volunteer each year is male. Prindle is
handful of men in the diocese who work as
not sure why more men don't choose to teach
parish directors of religious education. "It
Since Prindle introduced a week-long
religious education. "It may be that it's seen
might bother me at some unconscious level,
Vacation Bible School at St. Margaret Mary
as another branch of childrearing, and that's
but not that I'm aware of," he said.
several summers ago, that program has
still perceived as women's work," he said.
"Percentages don't matter." •
become for him one of the high points of the
"But I think the quality of the teacher is
year. "It's a whole different atmosphere
Continued on Page 13
where a maximum kind of learning happens,"he said. "In yqur'idealistic mind, you
wish it could be like that all the time."
On the other hand, he' appreciates the
value of more traditional, weekly classes.
"You need special times and routine times,"
he said. "You can't expect a child to come
totally psyched for every class any more than
you would expect him to be psyched about
school every day. But you wouldn't give your
"Millions of persons are still not
child a choice about going to school."
Christian, and in suffering or in joy'
Prindle has observed "that parents frecannot invoke the name of the Saviour
quently place less emphasis on their child's
because they do not yet know it!"
religious education than on other aspects of
learning. He also finds that children's
This month as we celebrate
attitudes toward religious education tend to
Pope John Paul II's Second Pastoral
mirror those of their parents. Some parents
Visit to the U.S. his words remind us
force their children to attend class out of a
that to be an "authentic Christian"
sense of obligation. Other parents tell Prindle that their children genuinely enjoy the
classes. "That actually does occur with a
good teacher," he said.
Finding and keeping good volunteer
catechjsts is the secret of any religiouseducation program's . success! Prindle is
singularly blessed in that respect, because the
Irondequoit neighborhoods that make up the
parish provide a steadily changing, but not
overly transient population from which to
draw.
Most of the catechists at St. Margaret

••••••••••••••••••a**************************

M O U S E OF GUITARS
+
•fc
*

We received 6 correct entries
identifying the song: "You Ain't
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If yours is the winning entry, you will be mailed a coupon for a free album
or tape of your choice redeemable at the House of Guitars, 645 Titus Ave.

The Courier-Journal
Music Trivia
1150 Buffalo Rd.
Rochester, N.Y.' 14624

A l l entries must be received withln'seven days of this papers issue date.
Winning names and'answers will be printed the week following each drawing.
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Each week, the Courier-Journal, in conjunction with the House of Guitars
will feature a Music Trivia, contest All you have to do to enter is answer the
question, fill in your name and address and the school you attend (if applicable), cut out the coupon, and send it in to the Courier-Journal If more
than one correct entry is received, a.drawing will be held and one winning
entry will be drawn
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Please ask missionaries to remember my intentions at Mass
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Fr. Robert C. Bradler
1150 Buffalo Rd.t Dept. C
Rochester, N.Y. 14624
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The winner was
Jackie Donofrio
of Rochester
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