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World fry Nation 
As world synod approaches 

Laity called 'vibrant, active' 
Washington (NC) - When Pope John Paul 

II convenes the world Synod of Bishops on 
the laity this October in Rome, one of the 
freshest images in his mind will be the 
Catholics he has just met during his 10-day 
visit to the United States Sept. 10-19. 

The theme of the Rome synod, which is to 
run Oct. 1-30, is "The Vocation and Mission 
of the Laity in the Church and in the 
World." 

What will he see on that trip? What do 
Catholics along the papal route think and 
feel? What would they like to see happen at 
the synod in' Rome or in Church dealings 
with lay people in the United States? 

Lay leaders interviewed this summer by 
National Catholic News Service in papal-visit 
cities across the country described a vibrant, 
active U.S. Catholic laity — lay Catholics 
strongly committed to the Church even if 
they are critical of some positions. They 
described a community-oriented laity in
volved in both social action and, ecclesial 
ministry, a laity both self-starting and 
searching for guidance and education. 

Indifference and alienation were de
scribed, too — often expressed, especially by 
women, in terms of feeling undervalued or 
unneeded, or in terms of personal disagree
ment with Church positions on such issues as 
sexual morality, the role of women, priestly 
celibacy and social justice. 

Marsha Whelan of Miami, the first stop on 
the papal visit, said she would like to say at 
least two things to the Rome synod: "Em
phasize the role of the lay people in 
evangelization" and "really, really look at 
the role of women in the Church." 

Whelan, the Archdiocese of Miami's 
evangelization director and president of the 
National Council for Catholic Evangeliza
tion, said consultations for an archdiocesan 
synod currently under way in Miami have 
produced lively discussion of such generally 
controversial Church issues as women's role 
.in the Church and sexual morality. Among 
local church issues, the role of the laity in-the 
parish was a central concern, she said. 

Margaret Robinson — a participant in the 
Miami synod, parish eucharistic minister and 
full-time volunteer in the archdiocesan papal 
visit office — said she agreed 100 percent 
with the pope on such issues as women's 
ordination, but strongly supports greater lay 
involvement in ministry within current 
Church rules. 

Citing her own experience as a eucharistic 
minister, she said that not only does lay 
ministry serve other people but " i t does 
something major" to the person involved in 
the ministry. 

On Sept 11, when Pope John Paul visits 
Columbia, S.C., in the Diocese of Charles
ton, he will be in the most rural and sparsely 
Catholic diocese of his tour. The diocese 
abounds with tales of lay people doing the 
day-to-day work of parishes because there 
aren't enough priests to go around. 

"These people don't ask. They do it, and 
they tell you what they just finished," said 
Trinitarian Father Vernon Danenmann, who 
heads Catholic churches in Ward and 
Batesburg, rural parishes 15 miles apart in 
the west central part of the state. 

Like Miami, the Archdiocese of New 
Orleans has involved Catholics in a wide 
consultation for a local synod. Thomas 

Perkins, who has worked 20 years for the 
archdiocese on its massive involvement in 
housing for the elderly and poor, said that 
during New Orleans' synodal consultation 
"the concern that surfaced over and over is 
that of woman — her role, how she's treated, 
what her responsibility is ." 

Another top lay concern was Church 
treatment of minorities, he said. "People do 
not recognize the needs of black Catholics, as 
far as their position within the Church." 
Although some efforts- to correct such 
discrimination have been made, Perkins said 
such efforts were not enough. 

From a similar grass-roots consultation on 
Church priorities in the Los Angeles archdio
cese, ministry to youth emerged as the 
Catholics' top priority. Social justice, 
education, snared responsibility in the 
Church, family-life support and help for 
families in crisis were other chief priorities. 

A nationwide consultation conducted in 
preparation for this fall's synod showed that 
the same issues and priorities are among top 
concerns of Catholics across the country. 

Jane Wblford Hughes of Detroit, who 
headed archdiocesan adult religious educa
tion there for more than 20 years, thinks that 
in U.S. Catholics the pope will see a unique 
blend of education and commitment to the 
Church. 

"The laity have a vibrant, abiding love for 
the Church," she said. At the same time, 
"there is not another church whose laity is as 
well-informed." 

She believes U.S. Catholics today are 
suffering "a sense of confusion — even pain 

— as the Church seems to be returning to a 
greater legalism with less emphasis on the 
pastoral concerns for the signs of the times. 
One of the most ignored signs is the faith and 
competence of the people themselves." 

While Pope John Paul is likely to see and 
hear about the many contributions of active 
Catholic lay leaders, he is less likely to have 
contact with those who feel alienated from 
the Church. Among those the pontiff is 
unlikely to meet is Kathy Crook, a Phoenix 

. Catholic who claims no particular parish 
affiliation. 

"As far as women in the American 
Church, the pope consistently makes state
ments that show he doesn't understand," 
Crook said. "If he can't validate me as a 
person, I have trouble validating him as a 
person. 1 don'tfeel like 1 belong." 

Others, however, have found that a sense 
of alienation disappears when they get 
involved in Church life. Anselmo Valencia of 
Los Angeles said he felt alienated from the 
Church before he became a volunteer in 
Proyecto Sembrador ("Project Sower"), an 
archdiocesan program to reach out to poor 
Hispanic migrant workers by providing 
grass-roots material aid and by forming 
small groups of prayer and discussion on 
Gospel values. 

Valencia said that through his volunteer 
work he discovered a basic truth of 
participation in the Church's mission: 
"Evangelizing others we evangelize 
ourselves... My whole life is going better 
now." 0 0 - 0 

Contributing to this story were Liz 
Schevtchuk, Barb Fraze, Stephenie 
Overman, Laurie Hansen, Julie Asher and 
Sister Mary Ann Walsh. 
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p A "TASTE" OF IRELAND 
Personally Escorted by Jean & Jim 

November 12 - 16, 1987 
$620.00 p.p. clbl. includes 

• Airfare from Rochester to Shannon (Piedmont & Aer Lingus) 
• 2 Nites in Dublin • 1 Nite in Ennis 
• Tour of Dublin • Cliffs of Moher, etc. 
• Medievil Banquet • Dinner at Abbey's Tavern 
• 2 Full Irish Breakfasts 
• Plenty of Free Time for Duty-Free Christmas Shopping 

LIMITED AVAILABILITY; CALL IMMEDIATELY FOR RESERVATIONS 
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889-9098 Jean 
Brown 
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• HOTELS * CAR RENTALS • SENIOR CITIZEN FARES • RESORTS • 
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48 Month Financing 

Now at Valley Cadillac 
CADILLAC 

'87 CADILLAC 
Rose w/groy leother interior, only 1.400 

mlet. *7101A 

SAVE 
'86 CADILLAC 

CIMARRON 
ight blue w / H u e leather interior, tooded. 

14.000 miles #R168A $11,988 

*2723' per mo. 

'85 CADILLAC 
SEDAN DEV1LLE 

Slack w/red vela* interior 
•P205A S12.488 

*284", 
'85 CADILLAC 

ELDORADO 
Low miles, white. »7622A 

$AVE 
•83 CADILLAC 

COUPE DEVILLE 
Yellow w/yrtow leathef intenor.tooded. 

•D782»A_ SjpSs*". . 

•247*°, per mo 

'84 CADILLAC 
SEDAN DEVILLE 

Boek. only-30.000 miles 
#7604A S12.988 

*297 18 
pw mo. 

PONTIAC 
'87PONTIAC 
GRAND AM 

like new. 18.000 miles 
*7748A -$8988 

'87 PONTIAC 
HER0 2M4 

Gold. 6000 miles 
#73028 $9968 

$222" 
4mm*m* pernio. 

'85 PONTIAC 
PAMSIENNE 

e w/bhie interior. 4 Or.. 32000 miles 
#7512A $9988 $222" 

OLDSMOBILE 
'85 OLDSMOBILE 

CUTIASS 
Only 2&000 miles. 4 dr 

' #7697A $9988 

»222",~~ 
•85 OLDSMOBILE 

DELTA COUPE 
ROVALE 

20.000 miles. * e new 
«D7991A $10,988 *247« 

'85 OLDSMOBILE 
DELTA 88 

Green w/mmt green interior 
'D190A $9988 

$221" per mo. 

'84 OLDSMOBILE 
DELTA 88 

O e o m w/brown interior, 'ooded 
w/Optionj #7698A $7988 . 

M7323. 

OLDSMOBILE 

Whee w/groy d o t h interior, loaded 
w/opHora. only (MHO mess. 

*71S9A S1S887 

*369°7,. 
'84 OLDSMOBILE 

TORONADO 
Woodtand haze w/brown vetour interior. 

41.000 mies 
•D7532A S11.968 

*272*> per mo. 

CHEVROLET 
'83 CHEVROLET 
MONTE CARLO 

light blue, tow mites 
#7423B $6988 

•14844 
per mo 

'84 CHEVROLET 
CAMARO 

woodandrkxztt . 30.000 m i « . air 
- # P W 7 A $7986 

H73», 

<$0*m<x 
ffc3MdR>Ptfc*fc 
JNNrt8*t 

ROw 

on 

*^toA^K*^*£^m^m^mm4m$t kL«ka. 

BUtCK 
'86 BUICK REGAL 

White. V-8. astroroot. loaded w/optkxis. 
14.000 miles 

•76B1B- S1Z488 

*284 78 

'85 BUICK 
' M i t e w/ red valour interior, sunroof. 2 dr 

*D7811A $8988 

*19802, 
'86 BUICK 

While w/red d o t h interior, looded 
#D7529A 59988 

*222"P 
'85 BUICK PARK 

AVENUE 
Red w/ red valour Manor 

#7773A S11.988 

eft m mm perma 

BUICK 
'84 BUICK PARK 

AVE. 
2 dr. 32000 miles, woodland haze 

•7790A $9988 

$222" p e r m a 

MERCURY 
'86 MERCURY 

TOPAZ 
Auto. ojr. low miles 

*7272A $7888 

H70 75 

'85 MERCURY 
MARQUIS 

Blue. 2 dr. 
*7758A S9988 

*222", 
OTHERS 

'87 PLYMOUTH 
HORIZON 

4cyL.Sspd.ok 
• 7 0 M B . $7588 

%\ 
per mo. 

'86 FORD ESCORT 
WAGON 

15.000 miles 
#73428 $6988 

H4844P 
'84 LINCOLN 

MARK IV 
Shop 

#D7249A S12988 

$90718 
4m w m P« mo '83 DATSUN 

MAXIMA WAGON 
Beige, outo. air, astroroof 

*L7225B $7988 

M7323, 
'83 CHRYSLER 

IMPERIAL 
/gray leather" 

•7700A 

M9802 
Silver w/gray leather interior, low miles 

• 7 7 0 0 * S8988 

per mo 

'86 CHRYSLER 
5TH AVENUE 

Two-tone red & silver. 23,000 miles, sunroof 
#O78l0A $12988 

$297" per mo. 

'85 HONDA 
PRELUDE Si 

White, air. 5 spd. astroroof 
• 7133A S10.988 

$94760 
i B s ^ V # per mo. 

'85 CHRYSLER 
LE BARON 

Only 24.000 miles 
•7368C S6968 

$148' per mo 

'84 FORD LTD 
Gray w/red ctoth interior, tilt, cruise.' 

air #7752A $5988 

$123 65 

'85 CHEVROLET 
BLAZER 4x4 

•D78208 $11,988 

*272w» 
Dealer participation 

may affect purchase price. 
Other terms avai lable. 
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