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ESS& s in Theo On the Ri ht Side
The synod on the laity Opposition to the pope?
policy - - S . . ’ ¢
olly to _Althgugh there will t')e a syngd on the In the hope of stimulating interest where Q.: What do you think of ail the oppo- Father P.J. Ryan has accused me of be-
il So = laity this fall, one doesn’t find widespread  little or none has developed, we might fo- sition to Pope John Paul, as his trip tothe  ing anti-nun, which of course is sheer
emove interest in the event. cus here for a moment on the synod’s cen- States nears? bunk. I am indebted to, grateful and. ad-
‘eys 1o To be sure, some Church professionals  tral topic, the laity. A.: Who are these “all?” The Courier- miring of so many dedicated,” hard-
are looking forward to it and enjoy Using the somewhat cynical principle Journal of July 30 carried an article with  working women religious who take serious-
(ceived speculating about its likely outcome. But  that ‘a successful synod is a synod that - a Washington dateline, which said: ly their vows of poverty, chastity, obedience
prime the t;ank and file, fon the most part, §till doesn’t do anything really bad, this synod “Representatives of abortion, lesbian, and service. But 1 do not consider the
. Peter. aren’t even aware of it,. much less excited  will be a success if it doesn’t: women’s ordination and equal-rights or-  pope-bashing outfit called The National
istians about it. . : ) 1) Urge: the laity to become more in- ganizations pledged July 23 to schedule  Assembly of Religious Women as truly re-
nverts .One.reason for this general fack of curi-  volved in the life and work of the Church protests both before and during Pope John  ligious. They are women who use the guise
:minds osity is that many lay and ordained as a wayof helping the pope, the bishop Paul’s visit to the States” It continued:  of religious life, which infers respectability
people ministers at, the parish level have come to  and the clergy fulfill sheir ministries. This “The National Assembly of Religious  and reverence, to promote a noxious fem-
from it expect little from such synods. Conse-  would be nothing more than a resurrection Women, a Chicago-based Catholic wom- inism and thrust for power. Their theology
red the quently, they don’t see any reason why t_hey‘ of the old Catholi¢ Action model that de- en’s organization, issued a statement it has  is askew. Their religious concepts are secu-
h with- ;l;))t‘ll[tdttgz ntlo get their parishioners excited fme;l the. lag a?otsltol;ne as a participation joined the coalition and will organize and  lar. Their attitude toward men is paranoid.
ow wac in the work of the hierarchy. articipate in such events as demonstra- . Wi : o
o settle These Church professxonals are .con- 2) Draw a sharp line between the ec- gons, r‘:)ickets, vigils and women’s eucharis- h-Q k }]Nxth al,l t}_u§ Ol-)lp osition, do yo:
vinced that synods don’t accomplish very  clesiastical and temporal realms, assigning tic liturgies in each of the cities where the ‘ l; . tWe ll; oP;s visit wllll» do much gom:]'
efers in much, because these congresses are so the temporal to the laity and reserving the pope is visiting?’ that"seerfr:ls’t:e Zr{lﬂyouarta vef ?hmia;:im; ’
rity of - ’ much under the control of the incumbent  ecclesiastical for the hierarchy, clergy and If birds of-a_feather flock together, that’s ing given most attg’nfio (; ¢ F{i c
Jis pas- pope. To such Church workers, a success-  other church professionals, an interesting covey, but hardly represen- thi grea[ bodv of the C [t‘h [.a"; ?‘;l'; '] ef‘ﬁ 3
v 18:18, ful synod is one that doesn’t do something It is surprising, and not just a little dis- tative of normalcy. An earthy nurse friend welcgome t?\ y ¢ ?h o.lct’alt“ u (")v'
o other bad. ] turbing, to hear some Catholic lay persons described the coalitions as “a kinky rash i ¢ w'lel ;;(,)ge f: ‘;ls-'as “E.?h Y- our
stresses Thus, the Extraordinary Synod Pope  -— almost all of whom are male — arguing that wor’t kill the body of the Church, but- resgntat'lv s wmc ge ceord'l TTh EJNC ;;nc
ons for John Pa‘ul'll callecfl in late 1985 might have  for a restoration of this missionary ar- which is a mean irritant? She suggested allv)va S bee!ncres ectful lllan N gs
urch”™); ~t!1rov.vn in its lot with the restorationist fac-  rangement. certain ecclesiastical “ointments)’ but 1° dress):as its ass e;r)nbl 1‘:‘;‘: midPOPe f? -
iplinary tion in the Catholic Church. Many feared In some instances, the concern is politi- think the pope would not allow them. select _bash > 1@ orten
the synod would support the effort to turn  cally motivated. Neo-conservative Cathol- Consider the conglomerate: agitated les- W o po')le has er; astflo";,memamrs’ se
regard- the clogk back to pre-Vatican II days. .ln- ics are unhappy with the U.S. Catholic bians, with agitated homosexual men join- € can only hope for the best. .
saching stead, it strongly reaffirmed the council,  bishops’ pastoral letters on peace and the ing in the rhubarb. Visualize that cheerful In October, 1982, I escorted a group
ion has declaring it to have been the work of the  economy. group . However, let’s be fair. It is an in-  {rom the diocese to Japan, and find
Lon in- - Holy Spirit. ) In other instances, the concern is sincere- justice to assume that all people who are ~ recorded in my journal: “Father Dom‘nic’
e . ,But even if certain pre-synodal fears ly religious, although theologically mis- homosexually oriented are actively prac- 2" American Capuchin from Bostan,
2 ques- have not been realized, hopes are occasion-  guided. Old-line Catholic laymen, known ticing, any more than to assume that all Joined us for dinner. He is about 50-years-
-aching ally dashed. Many priests, for example,  as progressives in the 1940s and 1950, sim- heterosexuals are catting around. Many ~ ©ld and knows our Capuchins at Inter-
s 1o the ‘looked forward to the 1971 synod with the  ply don’t like to see their territory invaded homosexuals are people of heroic virtue, ~ 12ken. He has been in Japan 21 years I‘
each.in expectation of some change in the by well-meaning but intrusive clergy. buit these will not be stalking in the anti- 15 oW @ Japanese citizen. I was still puz-
1n Peter Church’s law regarding obligatory celibacy.  They’ve spent a-lifetime struggling for offi- Pope picket lines.  zling that the Japanese do not physically
allibly? They were bitterly disappointed. cial recognition of their lay movements and Then we have the free-choice folk, who  touch one another. On the flight over, we
imanae A second reason for the general lack of  organizations, but in spite of their efforts, attack the pope for defending the unborn. ~ Watched a Japanese movie, and not one
e shoes interest in the forthcoming synod is thé un-  most of the leading figures on the U.S. Add the NOW people, obsessed more for ~ PErson in the movie touched another. They
10 can? even manner in which Catholics have been  Catholic scene today are still clergy and re- power than for equality. Poet Phyllis  Politely bowed — no hugs, no kisses, not
ngth to . prepared for it. _ ligious. McGinley wisely said: “Men and women  ¢Ven a handshake. And such seemed to be
¥ . Some dioceses, like Portland, Maine, This will surely change if the current are equal, but different” Sameness in 1€ case as we observed ‘the people in 1 R
1 of in- have taken effective steps. to solicit the  leadership generations of priests and nuns everything is unnatural. Equal pay for ~ Kyoto. ) :
ience to opinions of parishioners. For many are not replaced. Given the state of: voca- equal work, fine. Equal opportunity in “Father Dominic explained: “They com-
Catholics this is the first time they’ve ever  tions to the priesthood and religious life, many things, fine. But I would not include  municate through a kind of sixth sense,
parallel formally been asked for their views on  the odds favor a shift to lay leadership. In women in the front lines of battle among  studying the eyes. When Pope John Paut
st Him- matters pertaining to the life and mission  the meantime, however, it would be a seri- the advantages. Have you ever seen theold ~ came to Japan recently, the TV networks
tone of of the Church. ous mistake to push for the old separation movie classic “The Sinking of the Lusita-  were full of him for a whole week. He
keys to But in ather dioceses the effort has been  of the temporal from the spiritual. That’s nia?” I have seen it five times. Each time,  celebrated Mass in Japanese five times. He
perfunctory at best. A single two-hourin-  a two-edged sword, because excluding the as I watch the women and children being  was taught by a nun before coming to Ja-
on, the fc')rmational r.nee'ting 'dominated‘ by the clergy from meaningful involvement in the loadqd _into the too feyv t_{oat§ and tne men  pan. The people were fascinated by his face
rties: in- blsnop and_ his aides is no subsutnte for  temporal also implies the exclusion of the remaining to lose their lives in }he sinking anq evyes: full of goodness and fove and sin-
101ity! a diocesewide process of consultation. laity from meaningful involvement in the ship, I wonder: Would those who advocate  cerity. The Japanese say that words can de- .
Thirdly, the Vatican itself hasn’t helped  ecclesiastical. - equality in everything also advocate no  ceive, but eyes do not!” %
~ very much. Imposing its usual lid of secre- Such anarrangement would ensure the special preference for these women and If you were a betting person, what odds i
cy on the preliminary reports submitted by  permanent exclusion of women from any children? 1 have never met a man who  would you place on the beauty and good- H
ls the various national bishops’ conferences,  significant pastoral influence in the thought any such thing. In such cases,  ness of the eyes of Pope John Paul, against
h conférence the Vatican has suppressed the very mate-  Church. Only men can become priests and women are not equal, but special. the mean anger of the dissidents? £
. rial that could have stimulated general dis-  bishops, and in a bifurcated universe, they H
;;th Pr?&l"f? cussion and debate and thereby helghtened would continue to hold all the power in the . .
: tglgrsllpleage interest in the synod. Church. Elre Camm
onference s ‘Nunsense’ arrives in Corning for summer theater shows BougT ! @dE
;; ?ggiagting _ “Nunsense” will bring its habit-forming mer-  Detroit, - Toronto, Washington, DC., and JUST BACK FROM IRELAND:! -
, Life, 419 7th riment to-the Corning Summer Theatre Au-  Cleveland. ) S . db hr .
"DC. 20004, gust 17 to August 22. Performances of “Nunse'nse’.’ will be held top In an rovxtse through
includes the Winner of four 1986 Outer Critics’ Circle M(‘)jndayl«:tncrlough ghsursdz:iy evengn3g(s) at8 p;l'.?“’ our new fall fashions. !
- Awards, including Best Off-Broadway Musi- and on Friday and Saturday at 8:39 p.m. The Watch for the Grand Opening of our new
cal, “Nun » has been hailed by critics from show will also be performed Thursday and h t137 S. Main S in Can ..
v unsense” has been hailed by critics fr Saturday afternoons at 2 p.m. Tickets for the shop a - Main Street in Canandaigua
coast to coast. . - . . .
. Saturday matinee are being offered to the Fine Celtic Imports ® European Fashions ® Waterford Crystal
‘EE Since its New York premiere as a cabaret re- public at the reduced price of $10 the week of 672 Pittsford Victor Rd.
vue in 1985, Nunsense has played three Man-  the show. : Bushnells Basin - 716-385-7700
| hattan theatres and inspired sister companies For reservations, call the Corning Summer Hours: Tues. thru Sat., 10:30-5:30 -
|TY| in Rochester, Philadelphia, Chicago, Boston, ~ Theatre at (607) 936-4634, Monday-Saturday @D Noxt t Richardsons Canal House - Abore Conal Forist il
.- San Francisco, Los Angeles, San Diego, from 10a.m. 109 p.m. In Eimira, call 734-8269. -
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