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Catholic Worker community 
continues the work of caring 

By Teresa A. Parsons 
The work is what lasts at Rochester's St. 

Joseph's House of Hospitality. 
There has never been much permanency 

about the people. Staff members and volun­
teers come and go so frequently that house 
director Michael Affleck is unable to even es­
timate how many individuals he has served 
with during the past three years. 

The same is true of guests. Some return day 
after day, then abruptly disappear. Others stop 
in just once or twice. 

Regardless of who happens to turn up at 402 
South Avenue on a given day, the hungry are 
fed, the naked are clothed, the friendless are 
welcomed and the unloved are cared for, as has 
taken place at that address for nearly 50 years. 

"It's not a very complex message!' Affleck 
said. "I think the world would be better if we 
all took care of somebody!' 

The work of caring at St. Joseph's centers 
around a daily meal, served at noon to any­
where from 20 to 100 people. Staff members 
ask no questions about guests' eligibility. Nor 
do they spend their time soliciting funds, ap­
plying for grants or shopping for provisions. 
Whoever is on duty simply cqoks whatever is 
on hand in a 30-gallon pot and serves it to the 
hungry people who never fail to arrive. 

Equally, predictable as the guests are the 
checks that turn up in the mail and the food 
that arrives at the door each day. Last Friday 
morning, as the aroma of the "stew of the day" 
began to draw the first few guests to the side­
walk in front of the house, someone from the 
Open Door Mission dropped off several 
bushels of corn-on-the-cob. On other days, 
lunch comes from a family's garden or from 
a parish food drive. 

Although preparing and cleaning up the 
daily meal requires the bulk of staff members' 
time and energy, the meal is by no means the 
only work of the house. At St. Joseph's, guests 
can find clothing, showers and a chance t o . 
shave, transportation, help with rent or bail 
money, advocacy, or someone to talk to. The 
house is also the site for a drop-in health clinic 
several times a week. 

Last whiten a shortage of staff members 
forced St. Joseph's to scale back its emergency 
winter shelter, which had opened during 1981 
to serve 12 to 16 homeless people. The staff 
did continue to shelter a few individuals who 
required minimal supervision. "We're ready 

SOUND ADVICE 

By: John Crandall -
Hearing Aid Specialist 

Fishermen who use "fishfinders" are 
actually sending out sound waves un-, 
derwater and watching for them to 
bounce back off of a school of fish. 

If you have a hearing loss Caused by 
otosclerosis you should let your chil­
dren know since they will have an in­
creased chance of developing hearing 
dysfunction from this disorder. 

Question — My hearing must not 
be too bad since I can hear people 
speaking, but why can't I understand 
every word they say? 

Answer — Most people with this 
problem hear the low pitch or deep 
sound of speech well enough to know 
when people are speaking, but miss 
hearing the high pitch or shrill sounds 
clearly. Since the meaning of words in 
the English language is carried by the 
high frequency sounds, we must have 
good "high frequency" hearing to un­
derstand words confidently. A simple 
hearing test can determine if your in­
ability to understand words is caused 
by a high frequency hearing loss. 

See our all new, custom designed, 
noise reduction hearing aids. 
Rochester: (716) 865-4311; 
Hornell: (607) 324-2410 

and willing to reopen the shelter any time we 
find a volunteer willing to run it!' Affleck said. 

Although Affleck and three live-in staff 
members are the nucleus of St. Joseph's com­
munity, it actually incorporates many more 
volunteers and benefactors, some of whom 
gather each month to pray and offer support 
to one another. "The house doesn't live be­
cause of the staff!' Affleck said. "What exists 
here exists because of the good will of 
hundreds of people!' 

Enabling the relatively affluent tacare for 
the destitute has always been the work of St. 
Joseph's House as well. "We try to be not only 
a place that takes care of the poor, but also 
a place that helps people who are blessed with 
the world's wealth," Affleck said. "We know 
our guests are needy. But we also know that 
we are needy and our benefactors are needy. 
Maybe St. Joseph's can be a place where every­
body's needs can be met!' 

Beyond bringing such disparate groups of 
people together, St. Joseph's House has also 
served to mobilize activity from the wider com­
munity on a range of issues, all of which are 
somehow life-related, "there are not very 
many organizations trying to be consistent 
about life," Affleck said. "Whether it's the 
death penalty, abortion or the arms race, life 
needs to be protected wherever it is." 

Providing hospitality, food and shelter, and 
relating the Gospels to the need for social ac­
tion were elements of the message Dorothy Day 
preached when she visited Rochester in 1933. 
One of the founders of the Catholic Worker 
movement, Day delivered a speech that inspired 
members of several local study groups to start 
a "breadline" serving those left penniless dur­
ing the Depression. After moving from site to 
site for several years, the breadline found a 
three-story home on South Avenue in 1941. 

Countless numbers of other seekers have 
found a home at St. Joseph's for a week or a 
year or many years. Marty Larch left his job 
with a Michigan investment firm three years 
ago because he wanted to do something with 
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Michael N. Aydogan 
Guests at St. Joseph's House of Hospitality don't have to demonstrate their eligibility to 
enjoy a hearty lunch of stew, cheese-and-tomato sandwiches, and corn-on-the-cob. The 
Catholic Worker community at 402 South Avenue has served rich and poor alike with no 
questions asked for nearly 50 years. 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS 

THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS LISTED BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING. 

ROCHESTER 

Farrell-Ryan Funeral Home 
Thomas W. Plumb & James J. Ryan 

51 W. Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716)254-3403 

Burns-Hanna Funeral Home 
1795 East Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716) 467-5745 

Schauman-Sulewski Funeral Home Inc. 
Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 342-3400 
I moNDEgugrTI 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

Serving Greece 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716) 458-6200 

Dreier—Giltner Funeral Home Inc. 
Edward H. Dreier - Alan E. Giltner 

1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716) 342-8500 

May Funeral Home 
George L May Jr., Raymond L. Welch 

2793 Culver Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 
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Paul W. Harris Funeral Home Inc. 
Richard P. Harris Charles E. Davis 

570 Kings Highway S. 
(corner Titus) 
(716) 544-2041 

Schauman-Sulewski Funeral Home inc. 
Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 342-3400 

Michael R. Yackiw Funeral Home 
1270 Norton St. 

Rochester,- N.Y. 14621 
(716) 544-5000 

If no answer 342-9300 

GREECE 

Alvah Halloran and Son, Inc. 
Funeral Home 

H. Daniel Halloran 
2125 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716)247-7590 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd. 

(near Maiden Lane) Parking for over 100 cars 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 

(716) 225-6350 

Vay, Schleich and Meeson 
Funeral Home Inc. 

"Greece's Largest and Most Complete Facilities" 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716) 663-5827 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
Since 1856 

2301 Dewey Avenue 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 865-6746 


