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Catholic schools have adapted to demographic changes
By Sister Roberta Tierney parochial” or consolidated. Consolidated of our fine school buildings have become  of a school that is consolidated on an inter- ¥
Director, Division of Education schools are available for the people of several  under-utilized due to changing neighborhoods. parish basis, it is-possible for one pastor to be :
It is not unusual to hear someone say, different parishes and are supported by those Even though the nature of several of the  selected byhis peers to serve on the committee 3
“Catholic schools are not the way they were  parishes in a cooperative way. This movement  schools has changed from “parochial” to - or board that sets policy for-the school. That ; t
when 1 went to school”” Not only is such a  evolving in our diocese is a healthy one that  “inter-parochial?” the schools still remain  pastor, in turn, would have the responsibility i
statement fairly common, it is absolutely right!  responds to the signs of the times and theneeds  strong Catholic schools. Religious-education of communicating with the other pastors and _ S
Catholic schools have experienced several  of the people. programs are an essential part of the school of receiving:their-advice and direction regard- i
changes during the past two decades. Some of Many of our schools were built in the late  curriculum and teaching, and the schools pro- ing\ the teaching.of religion and the school '
the changes have touched the basic structure - 19th and early 20th centuries. They were built  vide ample opportunities for students-to prac- finances. ~~ = i ’ 3
of the schools. Twenty years ago, almost all in the parishes and neighborhoods where the tice their faith and Christian values. . In a’dﬂiﬁ“o,n to this, the pastor, working ; i
of our elementary schools were “parochi- . Catholic population lived at that time. -We Another change that has evolved within our closely with -the school administrator and i g
al” schools— that is, part of a single parish.  know that the rate of mobility within the  schools is the system of governance. Most of  faculty, shares theconcern for the faith and <
Today, many of our schools are “inter-  northeastern part of our country has continued  our schools have established committees or  life of the school community. This can be a ;
. . " toincrease in the last two decades. Because of  boards at the local level to deal with policy  challenge indighit of‘the many societal pressures ;- .
this, our populations have moved, and many  development, planning, public relations and  now bearing upon-our families and young peo- 4
- budgets for the schools. These committees or  ple. It-is:most:important to create opportuni- -
boards have aelationship with an accounta-  ties for involving’ familics and faculty in 3
bility to their respective parish councils and — liturgical eelgbrat’iqps, service projects and par- . f
- in the case of interparish schools — arespon- ticipation. in the life of the parish.- , - c
. STER sibility to several councils. In addition to the Indeed, Cdtholic schools have changed a 3 L
* Rochester. Ny 14624 pastor and school administrator, several lay  great deal in the past 20 years. That change has I
716 3283210 T * people serve on such committees and boards, . been a vibrant response to the teachings of the : v
and participate in the decision making for the  Second Vatican ‘Gouncil, to technological and 4 i
present and future of the schools. - - academic developments, to pressures from so- g o
The pastor is a key person in the life and de-  ciety and:media,-and to the needs of changing 3 - a
velopment of our Catholic schools, He has the  neighborhoods, . .
CanNot repy.: me 1o schools in role of shepherd at.ld spix:ifu_af leader of the M’ajgur"(;?éiﬂig}_ie schools continue in their : d
d ust a car tha;maln static, Experieq a dee ing school community, in addition to responsibil-  life and growthi-to:carry out that mission of 4 u
« JAuality Cagpoyic € 1n search of - Parents, admim‘strauCe and ities for stewardship and finances. In the case spel message to all peoples! B o
_ fereative, dy"%icsgﬁd' :IS fe x our child,?,',s t;)lgaintain the ag:,:;’,‘; Parish - : , N s o | h
M pleaseq thay gp,; o Ole- » 10 do this, e 4 ity of : . s g . /
schooj t this cop, . Te called g pe’ S ty h l IR d . g
oo el s TS g be ociety, not schools, is under siege E
.re$am_a priomy‘}gi_ ‘:g“@fl"on for ogr ;;uwell. This majes égehe‘emema'y‘ Brother Brian Walsh ly shows" nderstanding of Catholic doc- i P
beenhg Isolation; ¢ dioce; ) "8 People wij) continugptefm _ Superintendent of Schools . trine, faith, 5acraments and worship, as well b
new s 1Sappearing 4, l*_’al’och@hsm that once ¢, ° During the spring of 1987, it was difficult  as Church-history and scripture, at a level A r
togethpm of COOperatiop "c@!’smg rate. Now o, Teatened oy future to pick up a newspaper or listen to a radio  above thgf iational results. o n
pro graer With oyr diocesa;; calling Parishes, chm"f diocese jg experiene" as newscast and not be advised of the plight of . Cathohcschqols -are still ‘providing go9d g
n fms in faith ang o Staff to megy the ch °IS and regjong 4o, wcmg a Catholic schools in general, or of a Catholic  citizens for the City of God and for the city )
g Stabilizing oy, scho attaining jyq; allenges of offering ork _school in_particular. " of man.Uiifortunately, the city of man does S
COmm;;ns us is emergip (t"l Pulations, salaries for gyy teac}s,tmn Many reasons are put forward to explainor ~ 1°t hold:3s high'a priority for the values E ¢
must detees and task forcei Tom the djq, an Bo, ers to answer the questions concerning Catholic fostegeq:.lgy ‘Caéhojgc schopls_—' love of God n
coordinavel Olurces ? " diocesan, regional ard of Educatiop schools. Few have asked the question: “Isitthe 274 neighbor; self-discipline, other- tl
enefit < a consolidate wpe "4 and thay and parish jeyejs th Catholic schools that are under siege or is it centeredness; participation.in communal pray- s!
S for parish, sopooc When this collaborgre ¢ W€ the society that is under Siege?” er, service'to the community — as it once did: W
- 1 ” , S y 8¢ To support .\(;J‘a;holic schools .is to sacrifice
alternatjy, _we have ) I believe that our Catholic schools are as  greatly. Sacrifice is not promoted in the city p
sné?:gésug or our pO(fr Quality Cathozgfsnclfggjs ‘séen”)f challengeq , strong as they have ever been — perhaps even  of man in-1987. - o ) n
time, it Wﬁ;edly, the co miné ve - ducation g, mino;)' , stronger due to the infusion of peace and jus- Aswefwork:}g;gp51tlon the Catholic school | it
of the dig Provide direcyjo, fal' holds Many chage ity tice issues into all areas of our curriculum.  in the future-of‘the:Church, let us remember T h
the _Fwe_y_cesar! Board of Edy Or the fugyy, I o BES; yet, a¢ the s Results obtained on New York state tests and that-it is not'the Catholic school that is under E n
meet the E;:ar Financia) 1ann,°atlon, the Implem, confident thay the w, in our standardized testing program attest to  siege; but th 1e:Churchiisicalledito: 4 &
religioys Jcmands of 18 Task Force wiy 1tation Compmjyyeq anork the academic preparation of our students. The  serve-Noy ast, the Catholic school fi
will n ors fa“d Priests workin ming yeqr ith alm Coalesce, €nabling ys P d performance of our students in the Rehgious prov1des' tbe Ci irch WI_th ther ministry t_hat, a
eyond 1in oyr goal o g Sether o Jan OUOSt 1 ay peopl, 0 Education Evaluation Program of the National  holds the most promise of freeing our society
1d the year 2009 Continuing ¢, r future, [ 5 & Catholic Educational Association consistent-  from siege. , -
With eve ) Provide Caep, sure that : v
Ty b’essmg’ I remain olic school educag; 0ne : t
g t
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YOur brother in Gy, -On the cover ;
/fm { )6 E Freelance photographer Bruce Wang captured these St. i E
. _ Monica’s students chatting about their vacations and the school ‘ tl
B.Matthew H. Clark year ahead. The four children were participating i_n a summer !. f,
1ShOp of Rochester program at the school. ' ' .
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ROCHESTER SCHOOL

FOR THE DEAF
1545 St. Paul St.
‘Rochester, NY. 14621 -
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS &
SERVICES FOR HEARING
IMPAIRED CHILDREN
BIRTH-21 YEARS:

¢ Early Childhood Ctr.
» Elementary Program
¢ Junior/Senior High Program
* Vocational Programs ’ _
* Transition/School-to-work program
e Cooperative Mainstreaming =~
Opportunities
* Summer School Programs
* Full array of Support services
| * Evaluation Services
(No Fee for appointed students)

COMMUNITY AWARENESS
~ PROGRAMS:
* Tour {call for an appt.)
¢ Volunteer Opportunities
FOR MORE INFORMATION
" CONTACT s
Superintendent’s Office:

716)544-1240 TDD or Voice
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successful vears of pulling together'“'
Jor Quality Catholic Education

BISHOP KEARNEY HIGH

125 Kings Highway S. — Irondequoit, New York 14617

. '» Scholarships’
e -available

'PART OF OUR NEXT
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