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Catholic schools have adapted to demographic changes 
By Sister Roberta Tierney 

Director, Division of Education 
It is hot unusual to hear someone say, 

"Catholic schools are not the way they were 
when 1 went to school:' Not only is such a 
statement fairly common, it. is absolutely right! 

Catholic schools have experienced several 
changes during the past two decades. Some-of 
the changes have touched the basic structure 
of the schools. Twenty years ago, almost all 
of our elementary schools were "parochi­
al" schools— that is, part of a single parish. 
Today, many of our schools are "inter-

parochial" or consolidated. Consolidated 
schools are available for the people of several 
different parishes and are supported by those 
parishes in a cooperative way. This movement 
evolving in our diocese is a healthy one that 
responds to the signs of the times and the needs 
of the people. 

Many of our schools were built in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. They were built 
in the parishes and neighborhoods where the 
Catholic population lived at that time. We 
know that the rate of mobility within the 
northeastern part of our country has continued 
to increase in the last two decades. Because of 
this, our populations have moved, and many 
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of our fine school buildings have become 
under-utilized due to changing neighborhoods. 

Even though the nature of several of the 
schools has changed from "parochial" to 
"inter-parochial;' the schools still remain 
strong Catholic schools. Religious-education 
programs are an essential part of the school 
curriculum and teaching, and the schools pro­
vide ample opportunities for students to prac­
tice their faith and Christian values. 

Another change that has evolved within our 
schools Ss the system of governance. Most of 
our schools have established committees or 
boards at the local level to deal with policy 
development, planning, public relations and 
budgets for the schools. These committees or 
boards have a'relationship with an accounta­
bility to their respective parish councils and — 
in the case of interparish schools — a respon­
sibility to several councils. In addition to the 
pastor and school administrator, several lay 
people serve on such committees and boards, 
and participate in the decision making for the 
present and future of the schools. -

The pastor is a key person in the life and de­
velopment of our Catholic schools. He has the 
role of shepherd and spiritual leader of the 
school community, in addition to responsibil­
ities for stewardship and finances. In the case 

of a school that is consolidated on an inter­
parish basis, it is possible for one pastor to be 
selected by his peers to serve on the committee 
or board that sets policy for the school. That 
pastor, in turn, would have the responsibility 
of communicating with the other pastors and 
of receiving their advice and direction regard­
ing the teaching of religion and the school 
finances. 

In addition to this, the pastor, working 
closely with the school administrator and 
faculty, shares the concern for the faith and 
life of the school community. This can be a 
challenge in light of the many societal pressures 
now bearing upon our families and young peo­
ple. It is most important to create opportuni­
ties for involving families and faculty in 
liturgical celebrations, service projects and par­
ticipation in the life of the parish. 

Indeed, Catholic schools have changed a 
great deal in the past 20 years. That change has 
been a vibrant response to the teachings of the 
Second Vatican Council, to technological and 
academic developments, to. pressures from so­
ciety and media,-and to the needs of changing 
neighborhoods. . 

May our Githolic schools continue in their 
life and growth to carry out that mission of 
teaching the Gospel message to all peoples! 

Society, not schools, is under siege 
Brother Brian Walsh 

Superintendent of Schools 
During the spring of 1987, it was difficult 

to pick up a newspaper or listen to a radio 
newscast and not be advised of the plight of 
Catholic schools in general, or of a Catholic 
school in.particular. 

Many reasons are put forward to explain or 
to answer the questions concerning Catholic 
schools. Few have asked the question: "Is it the 
Catholic schools that are under siege or is it 
the society that is under siege?" 

I believe that our Catholic schools are as 
strong as they have ever been — perhaps even 
stronger due to the infusion of peace and jus­
tice issues into all areas of our curriculum. 
Results obtained on New York state tests and' 
in our standardized testing program attest to 
the academic preparation of our students. The 
performance of our students in the Religious 
Education Evaluation Program of the National 
Catholic Educational Association consistent­

ly shows' an understanding of Catholic doc­
trine, faith; sacraments and worship, as well 
as Church history and scripture, at a level 
above the national results. 

Catholic, schools are still providing good 
citizens for thejCity of God and for the city 
of man. >l|nfortunately, the city of man does 
not hold las high a priority for the values 
fostered byiCaUiphc schools — love of God 
and neighbor; self-discipline, other-
centeredness, participation in communal pray­
er; service to the community — as it once did: 
To support Catholic schools is to sacrifice 
greatly. Sacrifice is not promoted in the city 
of man ih 1987. 

As we work to position the Catholic school 
in the future of the Church, let us remember 
that it is not the Catholic school that is under 
siege, but the^^^^e^u^b^swaO^no' 
seryet=Uowi^ai0^e%vasi, the Catholic school 
provides the Quitch with the ministry that 
holds the most promise of freeing our society 
from siege. 
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ROCHESTER SCHOOL 
FOR THE DEAF 

1545 St. Paul St. 
Rochester, NY. 14621 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS & 
SERVICES FOR HEARING 

IMPAIRED CHILDREN 
BIRTH-21 YEARS: 

• Early Childhood Ctr. 
• Elementary Program 
• Junior/Senior High Program 
•'Vocational Programs 
• Transition/Schooi-to-work program 
• Cooperative Mainstreaming 

Opportunities 
• Summer School Programs 
• Full array of Support services 
• Evaluation. Services 
(No Fee for appointed students) 

COMMUNITY AWARENESS 
PROGRAMS: 

• Tour (call for an appt.) 
• Volunteer Opportunities 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT . 

Superintendent's Office: 

(716)544-1240 TDD or Voice 
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• ^ or £ a g i 

On the cover 
Freelance photographer Bruce Wang captured these St. 

Monica's students chatting about their vacations and the school 
year ahead. The four children were participating in a summer 
program at the school. 

BISHOP KEARNEY HIGH _ _#, 
125 Kings Highway S. — Irondequoit, New York 14617 « " " 

"SILVER JUBILEE" 
. 25 ' f | 

successful years of pulling together 
for Quality Catholic Education 

342-4000 

• Scholarships and financial aid 
available -t%% j.:-.%.• |1 
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• Co-educational environment 
• Expansive campus and facilities 
• Conveniently located 

WHY NOT BECOME A 
PART OF OUR NEXT 

25 YEARS? 

Congregation of Christian Brothers and School Sisters of Notre Dame 
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