Cindy Bassett

The Bible

I’ve always been proud of my father. He
had not chosen an easy life. Our house was
built on the very edge of town, far from
the city anxd the rest of socicty. “Shem)” he
would say to me, “] don’t want you mix-
ing with those ather people. They don’t live
right with the Lord” -

I never questioned my father’s judgment
about such things. He was so fism in his
beltefs that his strength seemed 10 pass
onto the rest of the family.-

Besides, on more than gne occasion, 1
had heard fownspeople calling my fathier
“that fool Noah- 1 Wwaiited no past of
people like that. e

One day though, evend be)gm 10 have
serious doubts about my father’s judg-
ment. k 4ff started when he seemed to be-
come obsessed with ﬂnopping srees. From
early in the morning witil there was no
daylight to see anything by, he chopped the
trees. This went on for several days, and
Pinally } asked him abomt-it. -

“The wosld is going to €ad soon” he said
matter-of-factly, still wiélding his ax.

1 stood dmmbioundéd for.a few minutes
until ke stopped chopping. “The Lovd s
going todeslroy everybddy and cverythime:
by sending 2 flood” he 5aid. “Pm build-
ing a boat so that we can'be saved” Then
he went right back 10 his chopping.

While his words still hiung in the air, 1
went 10 mfmm my mother. She waited
patiently wntil § had §inished recounting
my previous conversation, and then she
said: “Shem, 1 believe in your father. If he
says .that God spoke -10 him, then it
happened?” .

“But why would God dem'oy allthat He
has made?”, 1 demanded.

“Because He is sorry that He ever made
these people who live around us}’ she re-

plied. “People have grown to be so evil that
‘they have broken the very heart of God”
We helped father gather into the ark a
“male and a female of each amimal type.
One day soon after we had completed that
task — while a crowd still stood laughing
alongside the ark — the Lord closed the
door to the great boat and the rain began
to fall.

It rained for many days. | didn’t mind
the rain 100 much, because the ark had
been well-made, and it was dry and warm

My father kept track of the days some-
how, and each day he told us; “It’s no good
just believing in God during the good
times. We have to trust Him to take care
of us during the trouble, too!

Finally, one day he announced: “It’s
over” The rain had stopped, but our boat
cominued to drift for what seemed like an
endless nember of days before the waters
receded. After a few weeks, my father sent
a dove forth from the ark. Finding no dry
place, however, the bird soon returned.
Seven dws later, my father released the
done again. This time it returned to the ark
holding an olivebsanch in nsmouth and
we checred jubilantly.

My father had led the way into a new
world. As soon as his feet touched dry
ground, ‘be knelt down and kissed the
-earth. Together we built an altar to God
and thanked Him for saving us. And then,
just 2o the east, a magnificent rainbow rose
in the sky. My father said it was God’s sign

- to-us that the world would never again be

destroyed dy floed.
1 wasn’t afraid anymore; | had learned
1o trust God in_ the dark.

Scripture Reference: Gegesis 6-9:18

Sunday ’s Readings: (R3) Mastthew
15:21-28; (R1) Issish 56:1, 6-7; (RZ) Ro-
mans 11:13-35, 29.32.

In chapter, 13 of Matthew’s Gospel. Je-
sus is rejected-by-the Jews. From thén-on,
the rejection deepens. Paradoxically, there-
ligious Jews feject Jesus, whereas the:pa-
gans accept-Him, Thus, having clashed
with the Pharisees, Jesus‘vntlﬂlewio Trye
and Sidon ~-pagan lands, Here a forcigner
—a Canam%:l;oman )omed herself

Shemnedm}esns,sm alﬂﬁl,egﬂis-
ciples haddhedums ‘the storm at:sea
(Manhuv 1424-32), Sheaddmsedﬂfmas
“Losd” anda"lldadthemsuamcutlc“Son
of David” . Pl
Jesus made no :esponse — pcrhajgs».t'o
develop hergith. Shepe;s:sted, not:once
or twice, bnfmedly "So the dlsnplﬁ

request. Jests mered(tbem in a yoice
loud enoughito:beheard by the woman:
“My xmslonuxoiﬂleiost sheep of israel”

At this: pomt Mm of wills took‘place.

leadwh&d.ﬂemhﬂzm
growing and; perhaps in jest, quoled a
proverl: “It% not right t101ake the food of
sons and dangheers (of isracl) and'throw
it to the dogs:(the Gentiles). To callaper-
son a dog wAs a-contemptuous insult. In
those days, dogs were-unclean scavengers
of the street — Jean, hungry, savage and
diseased curs.

: Bmwemuﬂmherthatﬂnetoneand‘

look with which-something is said makes
all the difference in-the world. We<an be
sure that Jesiis pranounced this proverb

“with a smnleon Bxs faceand a twmlde in

His eve. He had seen something in that
woman He admired. He saw her as one
who could match riddle with riddie, insult
with insult, and tusn-onc wise saying with
another to her own advantage.
Moreover, we must remember that the
word for dogs that is used in the Greek text
is not the word for street dogs (kuon); in-

' stead, the diminutive kunarios is used —
-referring to lap dogs or household pets.

The woman was guick to see this Enguis-
tic distinction and with her ready wit par-

_ ried, “Even the puppies eat the crumbs that

fall from their masters’ 1ables” Jesus® eyes
lit up with joy at such faith. lustantly, He
rewarded it with the desired cure.

The Gespel of Nisithew recounts two
mectings detween Jesws and Gentiles, here
and in chapter 8, verses 5-13. In each in-
stance, Me landed the Gentiles faith and
rewarded it with am instant miracle. At
these poimts, Jesus crossed a clear border, .
by extending his message beyond Jewish
boundaries and showimg that salvation is
for all. “The forcigaers who join them-
selves tothe Loed . . . them will 1 bring to
my holy mountain {R1)”

The “dogs™ are with us yet. They bark

. from the mpdia, our strects and our néigh-

needy; the dipressed and the oppressedt;
the young callimg Sorhcip; the hungry, dis-
our borders; and-nations hungering for a
peace based on justice and Iiberty.

All these are Canaamites. ‘We can and we
must respond t0-the barking by active char-
ity. Onlythushallwe.hke.lwxs,beable
to quiet the barking wixd take away the bite
— the cynicism unbelievers might have
about Christians. fmcidenatly, the word
cynicism has its roots in the word dog fku-

. nos) — it is the snarfing and barkmg of

disbelief.
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THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED GU IN CCORDANCE

WITH THE IDEALS OF-THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED
BELOW =FOR PRE-NEED OR AT NEED SEﬂ’ﬁCES AND COUNSELING

ROCHESTER

. Malcoim M. Nulton.......James R. Gray

Four locations for your convenience

Funeral Homes:

‘@-nn -

853 Qﬂver -Road

N

1704 Perfield Road

o Mattle
853 Culver Road
716-482-2440

¢ Payne-Nuitan
1 Macedon, NY.
315-986-7781

716.482.6260

Y monbpeguorT |

Bums-Hanna
Funeral Home

(716) 467-5745

1795 East Ridge Rd.
|Rochester; N.Y. 14622

G‘ﬁaﬂesf ‘Davis
570‘K§ngs Highway S.
1 {cormer Titus)
1736) 544-2041

2301 DeWéy Avenue

=)

Alvah Halloran
and Son, inc.
Funeral Home

H. Daniel Halloran
2125 Chili Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14624}

(716) 247-7590

Amdt Funeral Home
1118 Long Pond Rd.

. {near.Maiden Lane)
Greece, N.Y. 14626
Ronald John Arndt

Parking for over 100 cars

(716) 225-6350

Vay, Schieich
andMeeson .
Funeral Home inc. |

“Greece's Largest and
Mast Complete Facilities”

2692 Dewey Avenue '
Greece, N.Y. 14616

(716) 663-5827

HART MONUMENT CO.

Opposite Holy Sepuichre Cemetery

Slnce 1856




