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UPl/NCNews 
The Great Lakes Center and Spiritual Integration Seminars are samples of the 
ever-widening range of options for people seeking guidance in spiritual and vocational 
formation. 

Limited Edition 
Commemorative Coin 

Available Now 
to Honor the "Year of Mary" 

Proclaimed by 
Pope John Paul II 

Catholics around the world are called by Pope 
John Paul II to remember the Virgin Mary 

on her 2000 year birthday. His Holiness, 
Pope John Paul 

II, known for his 
deep devotion to 
the Virgin Mary. 

Friend of the 
Children — Man 
of Peace. Man of 

the Century. 

Virgin Mary — 
Mother of Mercy. 
A masterpiece 
icon which has 
been venerated 
for over 350 
years at the Gate 
of the Dawn in 
the European 
city of Vilnius, 
Lithuania. 

Coins shown smaller than actual size Actual sizê  v* inches. 
This amazing first-time visit is a unique 

historical event that will touch the hearts 
and souls of millions of people throughout 
the city. Seeing the pope in person is a very 
exciting and inspirational experience that 
will send chills down your spine, warm your 
heart and make your faith in God even 
stronger. 

Few coins have ever attained such a lev
el of religious inspiration and this one is 
expected to sell out almost immediately. 
With Pope John Paul II on one side and 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mpther of Mer
cy, on the other side, it's no wonder that 
this particular papal coin will be quickly 
sought after by thousands of collectors. 

Order your personal Commemorative Coin now while the supply 
lasts. Because of this limited endorsed minting, each Commemorative 

Coin will be accompanied by an individually numbered Certificate of 
Authenticity. 

This fully endorsed Commemorative Coin will never be available again... 
The die will be destroyed once the Marian Year ends. 

This is not legal tender 

'— ™ — ™ " ™ '•• ™ »lfear out and mail or call today. • — •• • • • • — — — • • » 
Please send me Marian Year Commemorative Coins (limit 5 per 

order). I understand that if I am not completely satisfied I may return them in 
original condition within 30 days and receive a full refund. 
A) ( _) LUCITE EMBEDMENT (with certificate) ; $32.95 
B) ( ) PLASTIC BOXED (with certificate) $24.95 
C)(_ _) COIN Jplain) $19.96 
Please add $5.00 per coin for shipping and handling. My check is enclosed for 
$ . Make check payable to-
Coins, Inc., 3850 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 1465, Metairie, LA 70002 or call 
504-836-7077. Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

Name _ 

Address-

City _ _ 

Ministry centers satisfy desire 
to unite family, work, faith 

By Teresa A. Parsons 
When Jim Ramerman embarked on a 

10-year career as a youth minister back in the 
early 1970s, there were no training, formation 
or discernment programs to which he could 
turn for guidance. Instead, he recalled "flying 
by the seat of his pantsj' gleaning what he 
could from other denominations and from 
other individuals whose ministry was effective. 

During roughly the same time period, James 
and Mary Dombeck likewise found little in the 
way of formal guidance or resources to steer 
them in the search for a deeper spirituality and 
integration in their lives. They turned to a 
group of friends who gathered each week or 
two to share the search for God's direction in 
their lives. - i-,sfe,v. . 

At that time^ when priests and religi^^ere 
still relatively plentiful, Church miin^puid ; 
spiritual direction were not considered ap
propriate or necessary for lay men and wom
en. But today, growing numbers of people are 
seeking to integrate their faith with family and 
career. The search has led some to full-time 
service with the Church in one or more aspects 
of an ever-widening range of ministries. Others 
are reaching for a deeper relationship with God 
through their work in secular fields. 

Whether they term it discernment or spiritu
al direction, Catholics in both categories fre
quently find themselves looking for a kind of 
guidance that is still rarely available in their 
parishes or through the diocesan structure. But 
unlike the quests of a decade ago, today's in
vestigations need not be conducted in vain. 

Out of their own experience, the Dombecks 
seven years ago founded Spiritual Integration 
Seminars, a ministry of Christian spirituality 
open to anyone — priest, religious or lay
person. 

Four years ago, Ramerman and his partner, 
John Engels, established the Great Lakes 
Center, which offers training and consultation 
for people of faith. 

Both centers present a variety of seminars, 
workshops and programs of individual discern
ment or spiritual direction. The Dombecks ap
proach spirituality largely from a psychological 
standpoint, whereas the Great Lakes Center fo
cuses more on pragmatic vocational discern
ment, career development and counseling. 

Although Spiritual Integration Seminars was 
formally established in 1980, it really began 
more than IS years ago with a group of friends 
— the Dombecks, two women religious, a pri
est, and a religious brother — who gathered 
to talk about spirituality. The talks helped lead 
Mary Dombeck, a nurse, to wonder how Chris
tianity ought to be affecting her work. She be
gan,studying at Colgafe-Rpchester Divinity 
School and earned a divinjty degree in 197S. 

During the same period, James Dombeck 
had been practicing law while studying scrip
ture at St. Bernard's Seminary in his spare time; 
In 1979, he attended a workshop/retreat that 
helped steer him toward spiritual direction. 

"We wanted to bring together the different 
aspects of our lives — work, family, prayer — 
and so we chose the word integration;' Mary 
Dombeck recalled. 

Gradually, the whole group began to share 
with others its integrated view of work, faith 
and family. Members of the group eventually 
branched off in different directions, though all 
have continued to work in spiritual direction. 

Both separately and as a couple, the Dom
becks have continued to offer retreats, work
shops and seminars ranging from Enneagram 
and the Myer-Briggs Type Indicator to "Self-
Awareness through Dream Exploration'' Each 
also offers spiritual direction for individuals, 
but their mostly urban clientele varies widely. 

Mary Dombeck works primarily with pri
ests, ministers, religious and lay people who 
are usually deeply involved in church ministry. 
James Dombeck describes those who typical
ly come to him as professional people with 
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ANNOUNCING ... 

The Courier-Journal's 
Back-To-School Issue 

This year, the Courier-Journal will present its annual Back-
to-School Supplement in the August 13th issue. The focus 
of this education supplement will cover innovative programs 
in the schools — including grammar, high school,, and col
lege levels. 

In past years this has been one of the Courier-Journal's finest 
issues. Rest assured that this year will be no exception! 

ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 7th 

Call or write to: 
The Courier-Journal 

Back-to-School Supplement 
1150 Buffalo Rd., Rochester, NY. 14624 

(716)328-4340 

Don't miss your chance to be part of 
the Courier-Journal's Back-to-
School issue. 
It's sure to be an A+ Performance! 
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