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Parish: cehbram Sunday by
.meetmgs and emphasmng fun with
id friends. Parishioners in Clyde and
i celebrate their Sundays with a mul-
of Masses — a situation they reahze
10 change in the future. -

Whether “Cclcbranng Sunday” prompted
;iastorsq and _parishioners to change Mass
scheduls ‘o only discuss them, the process has
focusedfa new level.of atterition on the ways
in whmhdﬁcsan Catholics keep the Sabbith.

Qfﬁce of Lmngy nunated diocese-wide V

leﬂectxon on the subject ‘of Sunday last Janu-

traced the hlstoncal dcvclopment of the sab-
bath.and alsooutlmed key pomts of a motion
passed by the Priests’ Council in May, 1986.

The Priesté* Council motion urged the fol-
lowing: that parishes celebrate only one an-
nc:pazoryMassouSaandaysafteMp.m .; that
pastors and:chaplains eliminate Masses that
detract from the , trué: purposé of Sunday

gatherings; that Snnday Eucharistic celebra- .

tions-be at least 90 minutes apart; that daily
Masses ‘not become a burden on individual
priests; that pastors and chaplains avoid Mass
schedules that compete with one another on
aregional level; and that creative opportunities
for prayer led by lay persons be explored.

- Between January and May, Father Thomas -
J. Mull, director of the Liturgy Office, offered.

presentations on Celebrating Sunday to several
regional assemblies. Pastors and parish staff
members, in turn, were expected to discuss
within their local churches the issues raised by
the Priests’ Council’s motion.

. By July 1, pastors. were asked to report on
their responses — whether or not they made
schedule changes — by means of a survey dis-
tributed by the Liturgy Office.

-Survey. resuits  are not expected until next -
month*Buralmd , more than-100 of:the di-

ocese’s 1 161 parishes-and 21 missions’ have
responded to the survey, according to Father
Mull.

Some priests and parish staff members ob-
served a lack of interest among parishioners
in discussing Mass schedule changes before the
fact. Once a change was announced, however,
they found that the interest level increased
rather dramatically.

That’s about what Father William Hart ex-
pects of parish interest in a coming change at
Holy Trinity in Webster. So far, the parish re-
sponse to reducing Sunday Masses from five
to four has been “minimal;’ he said.

“It’s not a major change for anybody}’ he
said. “As far as the priests are concerned, it’ll
be aTittle relief, celebrating four Masses instead

- of five?

F‘HF‘\FHFHFRF’\FHFRF'\F'\FNFHF’!!R"‘!F"‘

. St. Mary’s in Auburn has organized one. of
the imost extensive responses to Celebrating
Sunday. Earlier this month, the parish staff dis-
tributed among parishioners 1,500 copies of
the four-page Liturgy Office brochure.

On the following weekend, Father Edward
Zimmer preached on the same topic at all
Masses and polied the congregation by means
of a questionnaire,

Of the roughly 2,500 parishioners who regu-
larly attend weekend Masses at St. Mary’s,
1,350 responded. The parish staff has yet to
compile the results. :

“A few people think (the decision to drop
a Mass) is already cut and dried, but it isn’t;’
Father Zimmer said. “I really want to se¢ what

the response is?

R Ly

:'ﬂ

less and less fun together
and stack up our days
-with “ more and more
meetings. Sunday as a
day of rest is kmd -of
lost.’

associate, Corpus:Christi Pirish -

“HFHFRF!F‘!FHF!FRF%F!FHF'\F!F'\FHFRF'\FHF'\FHFNF‘H‘HP‘!F‘\F‘!F‘!FHF‘&

The Courier-Journal staif
‘wishes Bishop Matthew H.

. Clark many happy returns on
the occasion of his 50th
birthday, Wednesday,
~duly 15, 1987.

bdudhihuhdhdbdbﬂbaudi-n!euhd¢dkdudkﬁuih¢hdhiiabdhdbdbdhdbuu
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Already this year, St. Mary’s. lns dmpped
two daytimé Masses on Saturday. Nevertheless,-

priests still celebrite at least: ashthasscs each

weekend — one on- Satur(hy morxing, two
Saturday vng:l Masses; and: ﬁve on Sunday —_

in addition {6 wcddmgs. )
Father Zimmer. fon:kea sotne" X tential
benefits in reducing Masses. ¢d.on Sun-

day from five to four. “I'don’s think weshould
do it just to be easier on thie priésts. We're here
to serve}” he said. “But there’s not much to be
said for exhausting yourself or killing yourself
either . . . It is exhausting to: preach.at seven
Masses?’ .

He cautioned, however, that such a change

would not necessarily strengthen the sense of
community in a parish the size of St. Mary’s. -

“When - you're :combining hundreds and
hundreds of people, you’re going from a large
mass (of people) to a still larger mass that can
become even more impersonal)’ he ex-
plained.

Parish staff membels atan equally large par-
ish — St. Ambrose in Rocheter — are confi-
dent that eliminating the 12:30 p.m. Sunday
Mass has already begun to create closer-knit
communities at their other Eucharistic
celebrations.

Liturgy coordmator Nancy Glotdano pomt-
ed out that because St. Ambrose is so large,
attending an unaccustomed Sunday Mass of-
ten seems like changing parishes.

“l think this will make the ‘community

stronger)’ she said. “Phus, it was terrible to look

out into this huge church at the 12:30 Mass and
see the emptiness. of the pews”

The reduction from five Sunday Masses to
four was motivated primarily by the small
number of people who attended the noon-time
Mass and by the dwindling number of diocesan
priests, according to Father James J. Marvin,

pastor.

“The comments have been very positive, and
we now have a better community (with which)
to celebrate]’ he said. “The end result is that
all of us — priests, celebtams and people —
are extremely pleased”

So pleased are parishioners that Giordano,
the staff member who was most involved in the

- process leading up to the schedule change, has

received just one complaint in the two weeks

- since the change was enacted.

She credited the unusual ease of the transi-
tion to nearly six months of preparation, which
incorporated bulletin articles, town meetings
and discussions among parish committees.

“We didn’t try to hide it or make it some-
thing we were going to impose on the parish.
It was generally known]’ she said. “Overall,
people seemed to accept it, to understand the
reason for it?’

Parish leaders also demonstrated some flex-

" ibility by revising thc proposed Mass schedule

Continwed on Page 9

‘In our world we . have'
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Yellow wlyellowmleﬂor
SAVE

| ‘84 cabiLLAC
SEDAN DEVILLE

.  ; Biue w/blue velour int., only

26,000 mi., 7638A

*40,987

‘86 CADILLAC

- CIMARRON

" Light blue w/blue leather

int., loaded, 14,000 mi.,
R168A

‘44,987

“ELDORADO
Brown w/beige leather int.,
low miles, “classic”, 7114A

16,987
‘35 CADILLAC
ELDORADO

© 23,000 mi., 7644A
Must Be Seen!

85 CADILLAC

. Black wired intefior Asio,

‘85 CADILLAC
SEDAN DEVILLE

miles, 7657A

‘43,987

‘85 CADILLAC
SEDAN DEVILLE
Brown w/beige leather
interior, velour seats, ill,
cruise, air, low miles. 7770A

*43,987

‘85 CADILLAC
ELDORADO
42,000 miles, P204A

*48,987

l PONTIAC

‘85 PONTIAC
6000LE -

Tutone, gray w/gray cloth ™
Jint., sunroof, low mites, P197A

‘9987

Blue w/blue inferior. 26,000

| *43,487

‘84 PONTIAC
BONNEVILLE

Red w/red cloth int., only
33,000 miles, D74478

7987

Brown wlsuedé int 7517B
$6487
OLDSMOBILE

85
OLDSMOBILE
DELTA 88

Green w/mint green int.,
30,000 mi., PAG0A

‘9987

‘86 ‘
OLDSMOBILE
TORONADO

White wygray tiloth int.,
loaded w/options, only
8.000 mi.. “showroom new",
7189A

445,887

q" .-
OLDSMOBILE
DELTA 88

Cream w/brown interior,
loaded with options. 7698A

*7987

‘5
OLDSMOBILE
TORONADO

Gray w/gray cloth int., astro)
roof, loaded ‘w/options.
P192A

12,987

. "84
OLDSMOBILE
TORONADO

Woodland-Haze w/brown
velour int., 44,000 mi.,
D7532A

Red w/gray cloth int., 24,000

ESCORT

mi., "Reduced Ta” R189B
- ‘84 FORD
TEMPO |

Gray wigray cloth inierior
- 7979A . o

‘87 FORD
MUSTANG GT

White wited interior.  *
7687A, refail new $46.000,
reduced to - -

43,987
| OTHERS
'87 MERCURY _
COUGAR LS

ioaded 500 mi.. “Brand
New", 7591A

‘43,987

‘84 BUICK
_- REGAL

20,000 miles, 6 cyl., auto, air,
7615A

7987
‘87 PLYMOUTH
HORIZON

4 cyl., 5 spd. qir, 7038B.

SAVE

‘86 LINCOLN
- CONTINENTAL
“Givenchy Edition”, 13,000
mi., black, D7500A

‘49,987

‘83 LINCOLN
MARK VI

Black wired velour int., astro
roof, extra sharp, 7533A

12,987

$SAVE
[ CHEvRoLET

‘86 CHEVROLET
CELEBRITY

4 dr. sedan. 70098

7987

‘87 CHEVROLET | ;

K-10 PICKUP.
4 wheel drive, loaded
w/options including air &
cap. 5,000 mi., 7608A

85 CHEVROLET
BLAZER 4x4

Black w/black interior. 5
spd. 31.000 miles. P203A ’

SAVE

‘83 DATSUN
MAXIMA
WAGON

Beige auta air, astro roof.
L72258

7987

‘g5 BUICK
RIVIERA TTYPE

Silver w/silver leather int.,
astro roof, 7586A

44,987

‘84 BUICK
REGAL

Brown w/brown velour
interior, power windows, air,
stareo, only 20,000 miles.
7645A,

7987
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