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A HEARING AID

those juicy, sweet jam berries.
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Yes, we still have fresh red, ripe strawberries. Last chance to 'get

Father Paul J. Cuddy
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Toning. down the Bible The apostolate of the pen
nis Anyone who has studied the S i ien igi ' : ' '
1z- Gospzls of Maghew, Mark ‘:mg ngg;ng gxleg?;z: e:g:::;g:i;:fe: oallk;efo; _ If someone should ask me what I’ con- troduction and notes. I found it an excit-
ia knows that they agrec substantially in  good Catholic is to obey any and every ¢ sider my most important apostolate, I'd an- ing and inspiring project to work on. St.
an content and in form, yet there are law or rule mandated by church SWer, Celgbranpg Mass. That is the apex Hugh was a bishop after your own heart,
an also numerous and striking differencesin  authorities. of a priest’s calling. But after that comes a stalwart defender of the Church — with
255 " details. A first example: The Pharisees at- the apostolate of the pen?” Here are a few a sense of humor’ ) .

. . The many areas of agreement make it = tacked Jesus because his disciples didn’t examples: « C‘?mt: Dr. Loomis has been w1th' the
Ies plain that there was a large measure of  fast, because they plucked grain in To a Corning barrister: “The enclosed English department at Nazareth since
of literary interdependence among the three  violation of sabbath laws and because card on which I had written your name just 1970. He is a specialist in medieval litera-
of Gospels. Which Gospel was dependent Jesus himself healed on the sabbath came to light a'nd h.as me puzzled. {\re you ture, and proficient in the WCESh langfx age,
50 . upon which is a question that has (Mark 2:18-3:6). - the man who_ inquired about a daily mis- which partly accounts for hxs'mtemt.m §t.
in- preoccupied Scripture scholars for de- Jesus defended himself and his dis- sal, and I sau} 1 would get one for you? Hugh. Tpe book 1 formidable in its
of cades, and still does. ciples on all counts. He replied, “The If so, then I failed. If you are someone ¢lse, scholarship, and l will be glad to lenq it

‘But what about the significant dif-  sabbath was made for man, not man for let me know what | was supposed to do,  to anyone who is devoted to genuine
wr - ferences in detail? There are various the sabbath’ (2:27). please. If you are the daily Mass person, scholarship and medieval history. I blish
ev- explanations here as well. _Perhaps 4 latter-day editor w ould feel I r_expemb-elt remarking at the time what a at Dr. Loomis’s kindness towarq me, a.nd
ile One such explanation is that, on the need to change the text to something privilege it is for those who are able to go. I 5:ongratu‘late Nazareth College in having
the occasion, a later Gospel writer found it like this: ““Sabbath laws are God-given, And as I recall, you had a nice young Son him on the. faculty. o 3 .
vas pastorally prudent to ““tone down’’ some  .and only God or those to whom God who served my Mass very well. Bless hxm,. From a literary buff.: 1 am disappoint-

of the stronger material of an earlier,  grants the authority can change them or Comment: | frequently take people’s  ed that you never mention the works of J.F.
of more original version of the Gospel dispense from them.” . names and addresses to get for them a Powers. His novel, Morte D’Urbar, an Ar-
nd (usually Mark’s). Take a second example: When Peter boo!c, an arthle, a tape or something to in- thurian traglcom.edy z?.bout the_ dea{h to sin

Let’s take three examples at random: rebuked Jesus for pr edictin ¢ that he tensify the faith — an_d often forget what of a'huckster priest, is a classic. His short
'to 1) When Jesus and a few of his  would have to suffer many things, be has been requested. It is hard for me to un- stories are freq,uemly compared to those

: disciples were crossing the Lake of  rejected by the elders and the chief - derstand why people who go regularly to  of Flannery O'Connor ... Though I fell
ad Genesareth, a great storm arose. The  pricsts, and then be killed, Jesus, in turn, daxl)f Mass qQ not hgve a danl){ missal. It away frorq the Churgh a good while ago,
vell waves beat against the boat, and the boat rebuked Peter, saying, ‘‘Get behind me, gﬁxéﬁyfa;:lgz"r%a‘?;h :}t:: ic;:g;?:;sr ?.2{ io?&::n;;?:s:;;:ﬁ;i;;?m?ﬁf g;{gﬁ;
. . 1. : * - i
bogan e W VAL, e bt S 208,300 10 o (he ide of | | e beforohand. Theadion | rcom. _ aposilteyou ave chosenfor e xpres
sa to wake him. In Mark’s version (4:38), Since our imaginary editor.would not mend especially is the Vatican II Week Day sion of your prlesthood., ’
the disciples speak boldly to Jesus: = want to day’s Catholics rea ding such a Missal, published by the Daughters of St. Cflmn.le.nl. Flannery O Conflor S lem?rs
rds “Teacher, do you not care if we perish?”’ direct rebuke of the ‘“first pope”’ by the Pau!- It has a short pre.face to the Mass, are inspiring. Her short stoxfles, classics
sks In Matthew and Luke, however, their  Lord himself, they might be tempted to a brief profile of the saints of the day by  though they may be, are so dismal to me.
an, bold words are softened, lest the disciples “tone down’ the text by adding to it: {\rchblshop Wheal_on and a brief medita- J.E. Powers has insights i nto the we"’.'kn%s'
Su- seem to lack a proper reverence for the  ‘‘But you, Peter, do stand with me on the . tion after cach daily Mass. « es_?f the Clefg}.' that we priests enioy for
'ss: Lord. Matthew has them saying only, side of God against all of Satan’s wiles.”’ From Graham Greene, author: “Thank tge"l‘:o nt;adxﬁon;anﬁeexag'gegnonsMB ut
ich “Save, Lord; we are perishing” (8:25). A third example: When the rich young you for sending me a copy of your letters they hardly edi y. Far tter is Bruce ar-
nd In Luke, the passage reads, ““Master, men asked Jesus how he might achieve in the diocesan C°“"er",'f’ urnal ... Iam  shall, the Scottish convert, who has writ-
In Master, we are perishing!”’ (8:24). eternal lifé, Jesus told him that, beyond honoured by your praise: ten perceptively about the ;lergfy, ‘:ecmneé
of 2) Jesus returns to his native town of  keeping all the commandments, the C"“‘me"ﬂu"i' iTh[]U e note came from Avenue  and the Church, yet with cheerfulness an
ert Nazareth, where he meets with derision young man would have to selj all that he E:‘s:g:;’r dioces a‘:‘g;‘;i’ f{:ﬁ:‘ﬁ'b:h:s :lo ::sgss:‘ac:?;ggl (:::?cﬂrghf 30:5;::;
:ZS:; x‘gg’m&;‘;‘; rﬁobl:;:?a }"hl;e:::::f; . ha;l_;: :&;;‘;g;?i?gg;ggr “lf e::t)‘z‘lv)éy hgstrious an author. I had w"ritten to t}:ank Quixqte a fine Eucharistic novel: In recom-
‘do no mighty work there” (6:5). sad because, as the Gospel tells us, “*he him for his book, Monsignor Quixote, - mending the TV-film _adapt?qqn of the
00~ Lest his readers be scandalized by the  had great possessions.’ \thch had be?n made into a TV film star- book,' 1 mentioned G}llnn_&ss s own quasi-
red Lord’s powerlessness in the face of The disciples, too, were “amazed at- ring Alec Guinness and Frank McKern, autobiography, Blessings in Disguise, and
ed- unbelief, Matthew tones Mark down; ° his words.” They said, “How hard it will From Professor Richard M. Loomis,  am surprised:at the number of people who
ca- “And he did not do many mighty works ' be for those who have riches to enter the Naureth College: Thanks for' expressing have told me that they read the book with .
bid there, because of their unbelief”” (13:58). Kingdom of God!”’ interest in my edition-of The Life of Hugh pleasure. I haye’ found few novels to sur-
ye- 3) A rich young man throws himself at In Mark’s - original. version, Jesus .of Avalon, by Gel_'ald of Wales. Iam senc!- g’ass .TthDewﬁ Advoc&t/e b’y %Llstkrahan
» Jesus’ feet and asks, *‘Good teacher,  didn’t soften his teaching at all: ““It is ing you a complimentary copy. Gerald's ortis West. Most of West’s books are
' what must I do to inherit eternal life?””  easier for a camel to go through the eye Lifeis in Latin. I give the Latin text with  gripping, and most reflect the Church can-
According to Mark, Jesus answered, of a needle than for a rich man to enter a facing translation, accompanied by in-  didly and sympathetically.
“Why do you call me good? No one is  the Kingdom of God” (10:25). The
: good but God alone’” (10:17-18). disciples were “‘exceedingly astonished.”
of 3 Again, Matthew tones it down, lest his With the rising economic status of
. . readers be led to think that Jesus is U.S. Catholics, some are now in the
renouncing any claim to equality with the  category of the truly rich-by any economic
4 " Father: *“Whydo you ask me about what  standard. How might a contemporary
is good? One there is who is good” . editor, worried-about bringing ‘‘spiritual’
a— (19:17). discomfort” to the Church’s generous
— Fortunately, the canon of Sacred  benefactors, deal with such a hard
. Scripture ‘is now closed, and no more  saying? )
“toning down’’ of texts is possible. But How indeed? You guess this time.
suppose that the canon were not closed, This is only a game, of course. The
.and suppose further that some of our  canon of scripture is closed. There can'be
" contemporaries had the opportunity of  no more editing.
. additional “prudent” editing for sound But no matter. We seem-to have found
pastoral reasons, to be sure! an even more effective method of “‘ton-
Wouldn’t some want to ‘““tone down”’ ing down” hard sayings. We simply
. Jesus’ 'strong words against a slavish  ignore them.
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iF YOU ARE NOT BUYING HEARING AIDS FROM US
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\ berry wagon
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£ OPEN DAILY SUNDAY
£ 8to8 8to5s

J Call for picking conditions

- 889-2340

ﬁtnkoe Farms VI

NO WIRES-NO CORDS-NO TUBES
" Daily Hours:’ : .
9:30 am. to’5 pm. .
. . Monday thru Friday SPECI
- AudiphoneCo. of ‘Rochester

F :’~1m1‘.mp|es|¢g., Rochester, N.Y. 14804
e - Since 1927
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PICK 1 QUART FREE g' '
for every 8 quarts picked o8
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