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Officials predict low turnover

Thursday, June 25,1987

in diocesan teaching positions

Dlsplaced teachers

hoping for openings

o

By Teresa A. Parsons

Letters of intent submitted last month by di-

ocesan elementary-school teachers revealed

good news for the Catholic school system, but
bad news for some teachers at schools that
closed for good this year.

The letters, which indicate whether teachers
plan to return to their positions in the fall,
pointed to a significantly lower rate of teach-
er turnover this year than occurred last year,
according to Sister Joseph Gilmary Russell,
8SJ, assistant school supenntendent for per-
sonnel.

The diocese lost an, esnmated 9 percent of
its teachers systemwide between January and
December, 1986, according to Sister Russeil.
Many of the departures came late in the sum-
mer as a result of hiring by public school dis-
tricts. Officials cannot yet estimate how many
last-minute losses diocesan schools will suffer
this summer.

Only 40 teaching posmons have opened thus
far in Monroe County’s Catholic elementary
schools, as compared to nearly 100 at the same
time last year, Sister Russell said.

“I have a very strong sense that our turno-
ver will be much lower this year — the open-
ings are just not many,’ she added.

Sister Russell believes that the large number
of teachers who left last year is, in itself, part
of the reason for the lower rate of turnover this
year. She also credits increases in teachers’
salaries and benefits with keeping imore
teachers in the Catholic school system,

- However, the number of teachers who are
staying put this year doesn’t bode well for be-
tween 40 and 45 of their counterparts who have
been displaced by school closings and cansoli-
dations, and who want to continue to work in
the diocesan school system.

St. Anthony of Padua in Rochester, St. Jer-
ome’s in East Rochester and St. Mary’s in Bath
will not reopen next year. Seventh and eighth
grades at St. Anne’s, Our Lady of Perpetual

already been placed in other Catholic schools.
Rosemarie Museolino, a kindergarten teacher
for 20 years, will move to Holy Apostles/Holy
Family next year, .as will an estimated 90 per-
cent of St. Anthony’s students.

Two teachers from St. Anthony’s are retir-
ing and one is toving away. Principal Frank
Vaccaro and one other teacher are looking for
positions at a public school. “I believe in Cath-
olic education;’ Vaccaro said. “I hope to re-
turn someday’’

Placements will be slower in commg for

teachers at St. Jerome’s and St. Mary’s, since
the closings of those schools were announced
later in the year. Of the 13 teachers at St. Jer-
ome’s, all but two are seeking other Catholic
school posts, according to Principal Jane
Lustyk.

“All we can really do is wait and hope that
there are positions available] Lustyk said. “It

is very difficult to be waiting this late in the’
" year without knowing where youw’ll be next

year)’

At 70, Doris Gillispie is one of the lucky
ones who isn’t worried about finding another
teaching job. After 26 years as a teacher and
librarian at St. Jerome’s, she believes it’s time
to retire and begin a new career as a private
tutor.

Distance has compounded the lack of avail-
able openings for teachers from St. Mary’s in
Bath. The nearest Catholic schools are in Hor-
nell, Wayland and Corning — all more than
20 miles away.

Most of the teachers at St. Mary’s are fac-
ing the choice of relocating to another town,
applying for a position at a local public school,
or changing careers.

- For Cathleen Francis, a single mother with
four children, the options are few. “What I am
left with is having to stay pretty much in the
area;’ she said. “The hardest part for me is not
knowing what I’ll be doing next year)’

Francis said diocesan officials have tried to
be helpful, but have little to offer. “The prob-
lem is that they really don’t know what to do
with us}’ she said. “We’re kind of out here in
the middle of nowhere?” - .

A teaching job with the local public school
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“The teachers displaced because of school gle for the Francis family next year. Onthe oth-’
closings will get first priority on openings” Sis-  er hand, Francis always regarded her seven . j T
ter Russell said. “We are working very hardto  years at St. Mary’s as a vocation. 1 7
place every teacher who wants to return to the “It was very difficult, but I always felt that Clarificati tion disbands; lack of cooperation cited;’
system?’ if it was what the Lord wanted from me, He arifications last-minute reporting and editing on dead-

All the teachers from St Anthony of Padua  would take care of me’ she added. “I guess Our article on Sister Joan Chiitister, . line caused two unclear references. The
School who wished to stay in the system have  that wherever I endup is where He wants me”’ OSB, (C-J June 11: “Feminist nu ‘begs identification of Jean Gilbert, president
Volunt ded t isit elderl . d s i R hester for crumbs’ for daughters of the future”) - of the Rochester Federation ofnl Catholic

omunteers nee O VISIt elderly resigents In xochester failed to note that Sister Chittister’s lec-  School Parents, was inadvertenly -elimi-

o : ture was sponsored by the Great|Lakes  nated. The unattributed quotation regard-

The Ombudsman Program of the Regional solve their problems and protect their rights. Ministry Cpe‘r)lter 24 ing the continuing heed for a parents’ or-
Council on Aging needs volunteers to visit Back-up support is provided by the Ombuds- . . ganization was made by Sister Clare
elderly residents in nursing and adult homes. man diregtor, and a training session for volun- In last week’s article, “Parents’ federa- Francis Mogenhan. We régret the errors.
Volunteers spend four to six hours a week  teers begins August 19.
listening to the residents, helping them to re- Call (716) 454-3224 for information. - '
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-Can wé count on you?

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY

OFFER EXPIRES JULY 25, 1987.(PRIOR SALES EXCLUDED)

1677 Ridge Road W., Suite 114
| Rochester, NY » 865-4311

l Servicing the Hearing Impaired Since 1962

IFREE Hearing Aid Evaluation
& $100°° DISCOUNT |

3100.00 Off on Hearing ‘Aid Purchase with this certificate - (*200.00 Off on
® Do you often ask people to repeat?

®* Do ;ou Ehave mcrcgd difficulty understanding in crowded or noisy pltaces?
® Do people say you play the television or radio loudcr than normal?
® Do you have to strain to follow tlie conversation?

If you have answered YES to one or more of these questions,
call 865-4311 NOW — You Mey Have Nerve Deafness!

|
CRANDALL HEARING INSTRUMENTS ﬁ/

P.S. “Even if you have been told no further help was available, a simple and pamless
hearing evaluation can show whati modern day technology has to offer.”
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