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Vatican Council and the appointment of a 
Melkite archbishop for the United States. 

Prior to the 1960s, the very existence of 
Melkite parishes depended on the discretion 
o f local Roman Catholic bishops, some o f 
whom had little interest and even less un
derstanding of other traditions. Relations 
between Melkite parishes and their local di
oceses began to stabilize after an apostolic 
exarchate (papal representative) was ap
pointed for the Melkitcs in 1963. 

In 1976, a Melkite eparchy or diocese was 
established for the United States'with head
quarters in Newton, Mass. Today, the epar
chy includes nearly 50 Melkite parishes, 
serving an estimated 24,218 members scat
tered throughout 18 states. 

The Second Vatican Council, in its "De
cree on Eastern Catholic Churches!' recog
nized such Catholic rites as those practiced 
by the Melkites, Armenians, Ukrainians 
and Chaldeans as "living witnesses" to the 
apostolic tradition. The decree further 
declared that Roman and Eastern rites were 

. "o|jequal dignity;* and challenged Eastern 
churches to recover their'authentic liturgi
cal, legal and spiritual traditions. 

Many of the reforms that Vatican II 
wrought in the Roman Church had been 
matters of longstanding practice in the 
Melkite tradition. One instance was the 
celebration of liturgy in the vernacular. Ar
abic and Greek were the primary languages 
of the-Melkites' Divine Liturgy as celebrat
ed in the Middle East, explained Father 
Mark Melone, pastor at St. Nicholas. 

But some Melkite churches in the Unit
ed States began celebrating occasional 
Masses in English as early as the 1930s. In 
1958, St. Nicholas became the first Catho
lic church in the Diocese of Rochester to 
formally adopt English as the language of 
the Mass. 

"It was always our tradition to celebrate 

the liturgy in the language of the people, 
wherever we found ourselves;' Father Me
lone said. 

Parish councils, a focus on the local 
church, and the renewal of devotion to the 
Holy Spirit were other areas in which the 
Eastern Rite foreshadowed changes of the 
Second Vatican Council. 

Throughout the past 60 years, St. Nicho
las has evolved from a congregation of im
migrants to what Father Melone termed "an 

. American church of the Eastern Rite." At 
the same time, he observed, the parish has 
been invigorated within the past decade by 
a surge of new immigrants from Lebanon, 
where the war between Christians and Mos
lems rages on. 

Since the 1960s, St. Nicholas* parishion
ers have also heeded Vatican IPs call to seek 
out and renew those authentic traditions 
that have lapsed over the years. Physical ves
tiges of Latinization that the church gradu
ally absorbed over the years, such as altar 
railings, statues and kneelers in the pews, 
were removed. Such spiritual traditions of 
the Eastern Rite as the Jesus prayer, the 
writings of the Desert Fathers, and the use 
of icons for meditative prayer are also com
ing into wider practice in both Eastern and 
Roman rites. 

A pontifical liturgy like the one that 
marked the parish's anniversary last month 
epitomizes what prayer in the Melkite tra
dition is meant to be — a transcending ex
perience for body and soul. Inside the tiny 
church, one's senses are enraptured by icons 
and incense, the clatter of bells and the song 
of the chanters, the rustle of rich vestments 
and the sparkle of candlelight on jeweled 
crowns and crosses. 

However, tradition is not preserved mere
ly for its own sake, Father Melone pointed 
out. "We try to maintain our traditions, not 
just for the sake of doing something old, 
but because they are close to the apostolic 
tradition;' he said. 

Jerry Buckley, a senior editor for U.S. 
News and World Report,-addressed members 
of the National Honor Society at Notre 
Dame High School in Elmira during an 
induction ceremony earlier this month. His 
topic was "Reading, Writing and Igno
rance." 

" Twenty new members of the society are: 
seniors Mel C h a p m a n and Michael 
Christastie; juniors Jennifer Dewey and 
Anne Eppers; sophomores Elizabeth Ben
nett, R. Chad Chorney, Renuka Deshmukh, 
John Fagan, Danny Kung, Laurie Larson, 
Heather Leljedal, Niklas Mackler, Mary 
Margaret McWilliams, Kelly Murphy, Divya 
Narayanan, Maryn Nicholson, Tim Orcutt, 
Maura Rurak, Peter Snyder and Anthony 
Wang. 

• • • 
St. Philip Neri Women's Club has chosen 

Sue Gangarossa as May Queen this year. An 
active member of the parish and Women's 
Club for many years, Gangarossa presided 
over ceremonies in the church and a recep-; 
tion in the church hall on May 26. 

• • • 
Winners were announced last month in 

Christ the King School's annual Science Fair. 
First-place awards were presented to: eighth 
grade — Lisa Tymczysyzn, Courtney Weber 
and Katie Moriconi; seventh grade — Alice 
Wolpiuk; sixth grade — Lorraine Budnik. 

• • • 
Cardinal Mooney is one of several area 

schools that has recently reactivated its 
forensic league after a hiatus of many years. 

Mooney students competed in five local 
tournaments this year, focusing on three 
categories: humorous interpretation, oral 
interpretation and Lincoln/Douglas debate. 

Two debaters — seniors Ralph Messura 
and John Goselin — qualified for the New 

York State Tournament last month. Goselin 
w a s t h e o n l y e n t r a n t f r o m t h e 
Rochester/Buffalo region to qualify for the 
finals. 

Senior Mike Kautzky has also qualified for 
the National Catholic League Tournament, 
Scheduled on Memorial Day weekend in 
Buffalo. 

Judith Stewart coached this year's debate 
team members. Robert Smyth coached 
speech entries. 

• • • 
St. Leo's Council 9641 of the Knights of 

Columbus has established a scholarship fund 
this year for graduating seniors who are 
members of the Hilton parish. 

Students who wish to participate this year 
are required to write an essay on the topic of 
"Catholic Contributions to America." For 
more information, contact St. Leo's parish 
office. " » 

• • • 
Richard F. Delmonte, the son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Dominic Delmonte of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Auburn, was ordained to the perma
nent diaconate June 6 at St. Joseph's 
Cathedral in Hartford, Conn. 

A graduate of St. Mary's and Holy Family 
schools in Auburn, Delmonte is employed by 
the Pratt-Whitney Corp. He and his wife, 
Lorraine, have three sons. 

Robert Moldoch's essay on fire prevention 
has earned first place in a contest sponsored 
throughout western New York by the Volun
teer Firemen's Association. Members of the, 
association presented him with a trophy at a 
special assembly this month. 

A seventh-grade student at St. John of 
Rochester School in Fairport, Robert is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Stanly Moldoch. 

44 Paul Rd. 
Rochester, NY 
(716) 464-9392 

ATTENTION 
SCHOOLS & CHURCHES 

Commercial - Institutional 
• bathing • Acoustical 
• Plastering • Partitions 

• Drywall 

afih 
S u m m e r programs including 
weekend and week long retreats. 
Scheduled Directed Retreats. Send 
for our summer brochure. • 

CENTER OF RENEWAL, 
STELLA NIAGARA, NY 14144 
716-754-7376 
(JO miles north of Niagara Falls, NY) 

ROOFING 
NEW and REPAIRS 

"~ A I L TYPES* OF 
• SIDING and TRIM 
• AtUMINUM CUTTERS 
• REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 

ROOFING & 
SIDING CO. 

544 COUNTRYSIDE LANE 
Established 1912 671-3270 

Divorce Mediation 
An alternative path 

to a divorce settlement 
For further information calk 

Tbm Hanson 
546-7220 

Catholic Family Center 
50 Chestnut Plaza 

Rochester, New York 14604 

To place a classif ied ad, call 328-4340 between 8:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Classified ads 
cost 50 cents a word with a $7.50 minimum. If you 
mail your ad to us, you may enclose payment or in
clude a bil l ing address. 

General 

IN THANKSGIVING to Sacred Mart , 
S t Judo, Our Lady ol Perpetual 
Help for favor* received. A.I.N. 

THANKS St Jude, BlMMd Mother 
and Sacred Heart ol J * *u* lor 
lavors received. M.M. 

SWEET JESUS, Mary, St. Judo 
please l i t my aye operation b* suc
cessful. Thank* for favor* received. 
H.W. 

MASTERCARD-VISA. No credi t 
needed. Apply now. For Info, call 24 
hra. 1-619-585-1522, EM. C2707NY. 

Employment 

RESIDENCE COUNSELORS 
Full/part-time work with de-
velopmentally disabled adults in 
community residence. Liberal 
benefits. Send resume to: 
Catholic Charities Residential 
Program, U50 Buffalo Rd., 
Rochester, N.Y. I4624 

Buy/Sell—General 

Teachers, Librarians, 
Coaches 

Part-time and Full-Time sum
mer employment opportunities 

available. Flexible schedule 
will compliment your summer 
relaxation plans. For more in

formation call Pat at (716) 
837-3709. E.O.E. 

NURSE - Slater* of Mercy Infirmary. 1 
or 2 or 3 nights (12 ajn.-< a.m.) per 
week. CaH Sitter Kathleen Ann (716) 
20*6740. 

Religious Education and 
Youth Ministry, positions 
available in several 
parishes in the Diocese 
of Rochester. Interested 
candidates send resume 
to: 

Mary Kessler 
Director of Personnel Services 

1150 Buffalo Road 
Rochester, New York 14624 

The CATHOLIC KOLPING SOCI
ETY of AMERICA, committed 
to lay leadership in the Church 
and to service to families and 
young married couples, seeks 
a qualified person for the new 
position of NATIONAL AD
MINISTRATOR, coordinating 
the efforts of the present 13 
Families and developing the 
national thrust of Kolping. 
Site: open, Chicago area 
preferred. Resume, salary 

needs, etc. to: 
Kolping, 2339 Van Blaricum 
Rd. Cincinnati. OH 45238, by 
15 June; decision, mid-
September; start on or before 1 
January 1988. 

DO YOU HAVE A PET that need* a 
home?The Courier-Journal will print 
your ad for $2.00. Be humane • give 
someone a chance* to care lor your 
fuzzy friend! Call the C-J at 
328-4340 to place your ad. 

T-SHIRTS, HATS, jackets, custom 
Inprinted textiles, great for school 
sports, promotions. Excellent 
prices. 426-1235. , 

HOMEMADE CHERRY Dropleaf Ta-
Me,40 years old. Excellent condl-
tion, H-30", L-70", $395.00,461-5169. 

C A P E COD 
Beautiful home for rent. 3 
bedrooms, large kitchen 

with dishwasher, etc Large 
living area, walking dis

tance to ocean, many 
other features. 

Weeks Available: 
June 20-27 June 27-July 4 
July 11-18 Aug. 22-29 

Aug. 29-Sept. 5 

Call: «363-4323 
or—Jim Holland Realty 

1-617-771-4202 

Property 

HONEOYE LAKE 

FOUR LAY Franciscan men seeking 
house a* center for community 
llvlng.CaUJohnat3e*S40». 

. Beautiful 4 bedroom home 
overlooking Honeoye Lake. 

Nicely furnished, porch, 
dock, perfect vacation 

setting. S450/wk. 
Weeks Available: 

July 11-8 August 1-8 
August 29-Sept. 5 

CALL: 663-4323 

U N I O N - K E N N E L W O R T H — 1 
bedroom, all $260. 1 quiet retiree, 
down, private. Corpus Chriati area, 
hue, aeeuitty.271-2110. 

M1DTOWN MANOR 
APARTMENTS 

\ FOR AGE 52 A N D OLDER I 
Income and Occupancy 

Requirements 
• Studio S240 

•One Bedroom S286 
All Utilities Included 

Monthly Mass Services 
I Two Blocks from Midtown Plaza ? 

On Direct Bus Line 
475 East Broad St. 

546-.16S0 < 

ROOMMATE WANTEO to share home in 
Brighton area. $250 plus utilities. 
Security. Call 442-1476. 

Transportation 

25' SLOOP fully outfitted, excellent 
condition. Sails, spinnaker gear, 8 hp 
inboard die**!, swim ladder. $15,500 
including summer dockage Lake On
tario, Bill Towier, 244-3329/244-9073. 
(NYSCAN) 

BOOKKEEPING and/or related income 
tax upkeep lor small businesses, 
stores, etc. (NEW) Anthony Cimino, 
458-8542. Call anytime. 

LAWNCUTTING ft Landscaping. Rea
sonable rate*, free estimates. Call 

, - T i m at 288-1094. 

EXTRA CARE taken by "Lady" painter 
and paperhanger. Free estimates. 
Call after 4KM p.m. 244-1892. 

PAINTING t PAPERHANGING 

FREE ESTIMATE 
Dan Meagher • 

LAMINATED RELIGIOUS card*. 20 for 
$11.00, Hartman Enterprises, 12*5 
Portland Ait., Rochester, NY 14121, 
342-0390. 

Services 

HILL COURT APARTMENTS SOUTH 
One and two bedroom Including 
heat, hot water and cable. 
Carpeted throughout. 544 -1788 

C a l l i g r a p h y 
Hand done, poetry, sayings, 

diplomas, invitations, awards, 
whatever. Also, matte work. 

Call Chris: 239*4863 

IS FOOD RUNNING YOUR UFE?( 
There I S a way out. 

Compulsive Eaters' Wortshops 
Call Ann Morrison 

4161 -2114 


