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Some of you may have read about the
trouble they’re having over in France with
the takeover of a parish.church by a group
of Cathohc traditionalists, under the
leadership- of a “dissident Benedlcune
monk’?

St. Louis in Port Marly has been a battle-
ground, involving a divided laity, the
bishop, the mayor, the local police and a
national political party. The fight started
with the appointment of a new pastor last

an Easter Mass outside the church. In an
ungnarded moment, & dozen or so at-
tatked the ‘barricade with a battermg ram.
The traditionalists  re-entered the. church,
-and at this writing, retain control — in

- spite of the objections of the bishop and
‘the local authorities.

Since this case is not peculiar to France,
nor even to Catholicism (U.S. Episcopa-
lians and Lutherans have endured similar
crises in recent years), it merits a fuller the-
ological analysis. Such an analysis can’t be

- done in a single column, but a few ques-
tions can be posed.

1) Was there any consultation between
the bishop and the parishioners before the
appointment of the new pastor? Was the
matter of the liturgy discussed?

The snege of Port Marly

-For the - past six months, the Church of

authority mvoked? Was there any prior ef-
fort ta deal with the matter at ecclesiasti-
-cal and spiritual levels?

In general, it is not a good idea for the
Church to appeal to the state to enforce *
ecclesiastical or spiritual discipline. On the
other hand, some issues, such as those af-
fecting property rights, may inevitably in-
volve the: civil authority.

3) To what theological arguments did the
parishioners appeal in defying the ec-
clesiastical authority of their bishop?

gical program is inextricably linked with
their political program.

Why are traditionalist Catholics almost
al;vays politically right-wing? That profile,
after all, does not fit the official Church,
which Pope John Paul 11 so vividly
represents. Although theologically conser-
vative, he is socially and politically progres-
sive, consistent with Catholic social
teachings.

Heretofore, many conservative bishops
have allowed their conservative lay sup-
porters to get away with this glaring incon-
sistency. They’ve encouraged them to think
they’re “good Catholics” just because they
are financially generous, don’t make trou-
ble and are “loyal” to the Holy Father.

If we really preached and taught the
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“l am-a.young man ‘who. frequently
reads your column in the Courier. I often-
times am sttmulated by vour faith and
good sense, and other times I am
disappointed by your narrow views of
certam things.

..Let me try to explain why many
young people in the last two decades have
left their Catholic heritage and upbring-
ing to embrace different expressions of
Christianity. This will also be based upon

“In my first few years as a ‘born-
again’ Christian, 1 harbored many nasty
feelings toward the Catholic Church.
However; there came a point when the
Lord began to show me that there is
much faith and life that I was not aware
of in the Catholic Church. I began.to
read Catholic authors who were men of
real faith and wisdom. I began to meet
Catholics who were people of manifest
Christian virtue. 1 admired the Catholic
Church in her:war against abortion. I
was impressed by the beautiful life of
Mother Teresa and the great courage and
faith of Pope John Paul II. In short, I

Samplmg from the m-basket

began to see that the Roman_Catholic
Church was very Christian indeed, and
that Jesus was truly present in its
members.

“Please forgive me if my Catholic
experience offends. I am only telling it
exactly as it was. There is need for great
renewing within the Catholic Church,
and my desire is that its priests and
leaders would see that and address that. 1
am not an enemy of the Catholic Church.
I love her deeply and greatly appreciate

deserves our support. One ‘wonders how
the three major networks can find so
little talent for good programming.

““My prayers for you and for all priests

who labor for souls is -that<the-official--- §-

teachings of the Church will be observed
and carried out by all of us, no matter the
sacrifice.”’

Comment: For a long time, I have
advocated that programs of special inter-
est to Catholics be advertised ahead of
time by our diocesan communication
agencies. My last correspondent would
certainly be pleased if that should ever
come to pass.

Council seeking volunteers for Camp Open Arms in July

;?z‘:‘ . Bvenin dealing with difficult, truculent ~ whole of Catholic doctrine, including The United Cancer Council is seeking volun-  complete application forms and attend a
d a 'people, due process has to be observed.  Catholic social teachings, we might find teers to work at Camp Open Arms for one or  training orientation program.
Jited They belong to the People of God until  that the body of dissenters out there is more days, from July 7 through July 18. All In order to apply, call or write United Can-
ol . such time as they freely withdraw or are  much larger than we thought. volunteers must be at least 16 years of age.  cer Council, Inc,, 1441 East Ave., Rochester,
A0y - justly expelled. . And not all of them have a battering ram Camp Open Arms, a two-week day camp for 14624, or call (716)473-8230.
: 2) Why was the power of the civil in hand. children with cancer and related blood dis- The United Cancer Council is a United Way
. ; : eases, and their siblings ages three to 15, will  Agency. A
)-13; o i ae i : P R be held at Cobbles Elementary School in Pen- . 3
Acts: Registration for camp programs underway at Camp Stella Maris  ficld_ from 9 am: to 3 p.mtlary Marriage Encounter wee‘l;endbiet
Camp Stella Maris, located some 30 miles ties, including sailing, windsurfing, water Volunteers are needed primarily to serve as : derc; l? geJEncosun6ter y;el;:ngu’::;e m:,'
south of Rochester on the eastern shore of  skiing and swimming. co!mselors and junior counselors, but special  sciedu or junc an
skills are useful, too. Especially needed are  in Sayre, Pennsylvania. The weekend will begin

Conesus Lake, is accepting régistrations for
its. summer camp programs. The one- and
two-week programs for children and young

Camp Stella Maris, which has offered
resident camping programs for the past 60
years, is owned by the Diocese of Rochester

at 7 p.n. on Friday, June §S.

people with certified water safety and life- e .
i Call (607)722-1913 for information.

-saving/lifeguard - skills. Volunteers must

adults.(ages seven to 16) begin July Sandwill and is certified by the American Camping : ‘ l 50000ttt |
run through August 28 Association. ROOFING | GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH $
- Campers will be given an opportunity to Call (716)346-2243 for mformatlon on the NEW and REPAIRS ¢ [
Bath 'take_ part in a variety of recreational activi-  camp’s summer programs. ALL TYPES OF z i, SUN z
al ‘People of Pentecost 87" set for Notre Dame High School * SIDING and TRIM M 3 ' ¢
po tl ' - Pa ll,l S i .th South . Ti ill be par elization Association Vg sateliite, major * ALUMINUM GUTTERS : :
equently . Parishes in the Southern Tier wi par-  geli . )
parishes ticipating in “People of Pentecost’87)’ @ one-  presentations will center on evangelizing “un- * REPLACEMENT WINDOWS : :
field, un- day training session for Catholic evangeliza-  churched” Americans, inactive and active . ROOFING & ¢ ¢
mes Par- tion, on Saturday, June 6, from 10:30 a.m. to  Catholics. Video segments will also address B°“"A" SIDING €O. ¢ ¢
her Ryan 6 p.m. at Notre Dame High School in Elmira.  evangelizing youth, as well as rural Hispanic, - 544 COUNTRYSIDE LANE | ¢ ¢
Bath, in The 1 1 £ -hour media  black and native American communities. : ) ¢ 4
" ¢ program is part of a seven-hour A ) Established 1912 ¢ ¢
event prepared by the Paulist Catholic Evan- The $20 cost includes printed materials and ) 671 -3270 ¢ ¢
s . lunch. - ¢ L4
Ryans Nazaréth Acad host e M. , ' '
hursday, azaret Ca emy to 0s -Contact -Sister Mary Jean Smith at (607)
Mass of evemng at Silver Stadlum 734-6934 or 732-7909, for information or to gggé:ggs GOMP"TEH § JaneAS%EEnesé‘tI;IEM i
at 10:30 register. ’ . - -
epulchre Nazareth Academy will host .a night at the . " a1 benefi NOW IN STOCK! ¢ June 7: 9-3 ¢
. ballpark on Monday, June 8. ““Rochester’s Upcoming bowl-a-thon will benefit LEADING EDGE! : Plants - Collectibles - Clothes :
srothers . oldest S&}:lhOOI at Rochester’s newfes; Stagilll‘ln” R COl'leS Clll'lstl Sc‘loo‘ Buy & Sell ' urn“ure Ffeezer Assonment ’
Ny is the theme of this evening of baseball at . . Used Computers oin us also for our Sun & Fun Fest
rd, Va., Silver Stadium, where the first-place Red Corpus Christi School has scheduled a fund- o Camput : Jol mté 3 ’:efzmet; Sun & Fun e :
Ifred of Wings take on the Maine Guides. The event raising bowl-a-thon for Ladd’s Bowling Lanes, on Software M :
land'and is being sponsored by PATON (parents and ~ Merchants Road, Rochester on Saturday, May Z.I.P. 8Y MS ¢ Food, Beer, Games, Baked Food Sale! ¢
‘ﬁeean'mos} Teachers at Nazareth). 30, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. . .5.8 P Bsoel E7 ¢ Everything is there for you at z
y -
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