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National/International Report 
Pope beatifies, praises 'daughter of Israel' 

By Greg Erlandson 

Cologne, West Germany (NC) — A Jewish 
woman who converted to Catholicism and 
was killed by the Nazis was praised by Pope 
John Paul II as a "great daughter of Israel," 
whose baptism was not a break with "her 
Jewish heritage." 

The pope beatified Edith Stein — philoso­
pher and Carmelite nun who was born and 
raised as a Jew — May 1 in an outdoor 
stadium in Cologne before 75,000 people. 

The beatification has been protested by 
some Jewish writers and spokesmen, who • 
have criticized Edith Stein's "preconciliar" 
attitude toward the conversion of the Jews. 
Critics also have questioned whether she was 
martyred for her Christian .faith or her 
Jewish heritage. 

The previous day, on his arrival at 
Cologne's airport, Pope John Paul said 
Edith Stein "as a Jew and a Catholic nun, 
demonstrated her solidarity with the Jewish 
people by sharing their suffering and 
martyrdom." 

In his homily following the beatification, 
the pope stressed her relationship with her 
Jewish tradition and the sacrificial nature of 
her death in the Auschwitz concentration 

camp. 
The pope also indirectly responded to 

criticism of the beatification when he stressed 
that "the cause" of Edith Stein's martyrdom 
was the Dutch bishops' protest of Jewish 
deportations. 

Edith Stein was raised in a Jewish family, 
became an atheist, then converted to Cathol­
icism. She became a Camelite nun and was 
arrested in Holland with other Catholics of 
Jewish descent after the Dutch bishops spoke 
against Nazi policies. She was executed in the 
Nazi concentration camp of Auschwitz in 
1942. 

James Baaden, an American Jewish biog­
rapher of Edith Stein, has criticized the 
Church for declaring her a martyr, saying 
that she was killed because she was a Jew and 
not because of her Catholic faith. 

The pope praised Edith Stein for "a life of 
virtue and self-denial," as well as for her 
"heroic character" on the way to the 
Auschwitz extermination camp. 

But he returned repeatedly to Edith Stein's 
relationship with her people in the light of 
her conversion. Eight times during the course 
of the speech he described her as a "daughter 
of Israel. Her own life and the cross she had 
to bear were "Intimately connected with the 

destiny of the Jewish people." 
The pope also stressed Edith Stein's 

identification of her suffering and the 
suffering of the Jews with the cross. The 
name she chose when she entered the 
Carmelites was Teresa Beneclicta of the 
Cross, he said. 

Edith Stein believed it was the cross of 
Christ that was "laid on the Jewish people," 
and that "those who realized this would have 
to accept it willingly on behalf of all the 
others," the pope added. "The more often 
swastikas were seen on the streets, the higher 
the cross of Jesus Christ rose up in her life." 

In his homily, the pope said Edith Stein 
had been raised in "the strict traditions of 
Israel," but abandoned her faith as a 
schoolgirl. A "search for truth" led to her 
conversion and subsequent entry into the 
Carmelites, he added. 

Yet, the pope said, "for Edith Stein, 
baptism as a Christian was by no means a 
break with.her Jewish heritage." He quoted 
her as writing, "my return to God made me 
feel Jewish again." 

The pope saluted "this great daughter of 
Israel who found the fulfillment of her faith 
and her vocation for the people of God in 
Christ the Savior." 

D1SCIPLESHIP IN THE CHURCH OF THE FUTURE 
Sandra Schneiders, /.H.M. 

Saturday, May 16 Time: 
Topic: 

Audience: 
Format: 

1=30 - 4=30 p.m. 
DISCIPtESHIP IN THE-90V IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FUTURE 
People ofthe diocese 
Two 45 minute presentations by Sandra Schneiders, 
I.H.IW!, each followed by five minute buzz sessions, 
then 15 minutes of guestions/answers 

Saturday, May 16 Time: 
Topic: 

Audience: 

Place 
Format: 

7:30 - 9:00 p.m. 
PERMANENT COMMITMENT IN A DANGEROUS 

SOCIETY/THE FUTURE OF RELIGIOUS LIFE 

Women and men religious and any 
interested members of the diocesan Church 
Presentation by Sandra followed by 
questions/answers 

Sisters of St. Joseph Motherhouse 
4095 East Avenue Rochester, New York 

Co-Sponsored by-. 
Diocesan Sisters Council, and 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Rochester. 

Sandra M. Schneiders, LHM, is associate professor 
of New Testament and Christian Spirituality, a staff 
member ofthe institute for Spirituality and Worship 
at the Jesuit School of Theology, and a member of 
the doctoral faculty in scripture and spirituality at 
the Graduate Theological Union in Berkery, She 
received the S.T.L from Institut Catholique iiti Paris 
and die SXD. from the Gregorian University in 
RotmHir^mifffkmd^^ts Neio \Wneslin?^T 
Re-imagining Religious life Today (Paulist Press. 
19861 

This Event is FREE and Open to the Public 

Edith Stein 

The ceremony was attended by 12 U.S. 
relatives of Edith Stein. During his homily, 
the pope said the presence of her relatives, 
"fills us with great joy and gratitude." 
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A HEARING AID 
THAT'S WORN 

ALL-IN-THE-EAR CALLED 
PERSONAL AMPLIFIER 

Regular Price $499.50Each 
IF YOU ARE NOT BUYING HEARING AIDS FROM US 

MAYBE YOU SHOULD BE! 
accompanied by this advertisement 

Will compensate a loss up to 45 db 
THIS IS ALL THERE IS! 
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