Father Albert Shamon

A Word for Sunda

On the road

Sunday’s Readings: (R3) Luke 24:13-35;
(R1) Acts 2:14, 22-28; (R2) 1 Peter
117221,

"In the Emmaus story, we see some-
thing very characteristic of Jesus during
His lifetime. Often His disciples craved
publicity and display, whereas He
seemied to retreat from too much atten-
tion, striving instead to carry on His
work as quietly and unobtrusively as
possible.

So it was on Easter Sunday. He rose
alone. No mortal man saw Him put on
immortality. His discipleg. saw only an
empty tomb and burial cloths.

With the same ease anid quietness, He
joined the two disciples on the Emmaus
road. About these two, we know hardly
anything. They were plain, ordinary,
‘common men. On this particular day,
they were sad, dejected and disappointed
men.

Yet they had this in their favor: their
sadness sprang from their love of and
hope for Jesus. As they traveled, they
were discussing all that had happened to
Him. Like Francis Thompson in his
Hound of Heaven, they did not yet
realize, until the sorrow had sanctified
them, that everything He took from them
was taken so that He might return it to
them. Their gloom, they discovered, was
““after all, the shade of His hand,
outstretched caressingly.”

Like the liturgy itself, the Emmaus
event is divided into a *‘Liturgy of the
Word,”” in.which “‘He interpréted for
them every passage of Scripture which
referred to Him,”* and a ‘‘Liturgy of the
Eucharist,” in which ‘“He took bread,
pronounced the blessing, then broke the
bread and began to distribute it to
them.”’

The purpose of the word is to enkindle
faith. The purpose of faith is to enable
one to ‘‘see” Jesus in the mystery of
faith. In both the breaking of the word
and of the bread, the Holy Spirit was
fervently at work. It was the Holy Spirit
that set their hearts on fire as Jesus

explained the Scripture to the two dis- )

ciples on the road to Emmaus. 1t was the
Holy Spirit that opened their eyes at the -
breaking of the bread.

So inspirited, they came back to the
Church — to the Eleven and the rest of
the company. And the Church confirmed
their own faith experience. ““The Lord
has been raised!” they cried. *It is true!
He has appeared to Simon.”’

How busy Jesus was Easter day! And
what was His business? ° To heal the
broken hearts of His friends.

He appeared first to Mary, His
mother. Great as the sca had been her
sorrow; now greater than ecstacy was her
joy!

He appeared next to the weeping
Magdalene, who cried in love, ‘“‘Rab- -
boni!”’ Then the holy women, so loyal in
the dark hours of the Passion, saw Him.

Next He appeared to Simon, who
confirmed his brethren, and then to the
two on the Emmaus road, and finally to
the Eleven.

And how did He leave them all? Filled

with joy and love and hope.

The U.S. bishops’ pastoral letter on
_economic justice said that the care and
love that Jesus showed toward everyone,
we must show to all (#330). Thus we must
make Him present in the world.

Surgeons at the University of Min-
nesota have performed an operation
during which ‘a healthy person ““loans’’
his heart to a patient on the operating
table. The surgeons operate on the
‘““idle’’ heart in the patient, while the life
processes flow into the patient’s body
through plastic tubes joined to the donor.

We meet people cvery day who have
been overwhelmed by life. Their hearts
have become heavy and broken, like the
friends of Jesus on Easter day. As the
risen Jesus loaned His heart by His love
and understanding and forgiveness-to the
least of His children, so we ought to loan
our hearts through our love, understan- _
ding and sympathy to the broken-hearted
and sad, and so sustain them that they too
might cry, “‘Alleluia! Praise the Lord!”’

Evening for women planned

The Sisters of Mercy are inviting women in-

Maple Dr., West Webster.
For information or to register, women in the
Rochester area may call Sister Sheila Steven-

The anointing
Mary Magdalene took the alabaster
perfume flask and slowly opened it,
releasing the delicious aroma of myrrh.
Peering in at Simon’s doorway, she saw

Mary had come here unannounced, but
her great love for Jesus gave her the
. courage to enter.
Walking directly over to Jesus, Mary
poured out the entire contents of the
alabaster flask and tenderly anointed His

in their disapproval, saying, ‘This
perfume could have been sold and the
money given to the poor.”

Jesus knew the extent of Mary’s
unselfish gift. ‘““‘Mary has chosen well,”’
He told them. “‘She has anointed my
body and prepared it for burial,”

Mary had not been thinking of Jesus’
death when she went to Simon’s liouse.
She had come to anoint Jesus with all of
the reverence befitting a king. The
prophet, Samuel, had anointed both Saul
and David with holy oil to consecrate

* them for their duties as the kings of
Isracl, and Jesus was the Lord of Mary’s
life.

“Others had also seen Jesus as a
king,”” Mary thought Iater, after Jesus’
crucifixion. Someone had placed a sign
on His cross, branding Him ‘King of the
Jews.’ ““And now,”” she mused, ‘I go to
anoint the body of Jesus in death,””

to Jesus’ tomb. Not until they neared the
tomb did one of them say, “How shall
we move the boulder to enter?’”

Suddenly, the entire landscape was
brilliant with light. The stone had been
rolled aside and the body of Jesus was
gone!

In their fear and confusion, the other
women had fled immediately. But; Mary,
still reeling from the discovery, sat down
for a moment, weeping. Beside her,
someone looked on in silence. Then He
came closer and asked, “Why do you
cry?”

‘“‘Because they have taken away my
Lord,” she answered through her tears,

Jesus eating with a few of his followers. .

head. Some of those present were sharp .

None of the women spoke on the way -

still not looking up.

“Mary!”’ Jesus said. This time He
changed her life more radically - than
when He had cast out the seven demons
that had tried to take her life away.

‘“Master!”’ Mary exclaimed.

‘“Go and tell the others.”

She found the others in the upper -
room of a friend’s house in Jerusalem,
where only a few days before, the
aposties had shared the Passover meal
with Jesus.

“] have seen Him!’’ Mary cried,
bursting through the door. “Jesus is
alive!”’

““Maybe you just thought you saw

- Him, Mary,”’ Matthew said, as Peter and
John raced toward the tomb. ““A heart
overcome with grief can do strange
things to the mind.”

‘““Why did I expect you to believe me?*’
Mary cried angrily. ‘“You only pretended
to be His friends. When He needed you
most, you all ran away! And now, you
hide in this room in fear for your own
lives. I know what I saw, and Jesus called
me by name!”’

Mary’s words hung in the air like a
banner of dxshonor, and no one said
anything more until Peter and John
returned.

‘“Mary was right!”’ John cried as he
entered. ““There is no body.””

‘“We went into the tomb,’’ Peter said,
still breathless. ‘‘All that remains are the
linen wrappings.”” While everyone still
contemplated these strange circumstances,
Jesus suddenly appeared in their midst,
holding out His hands for all to see the
marks of the nails. “Why do you find it
so difficult to believe? It was written so
long ago in ‘Scripture that the Messiah
must suffer and die and rise on the third
day "

Mary Magdalene spoke first. “My .
God and my King!”’ Then she took the
alabaster flask and poured the oil into
the wounds on His feet and hands.
Mary’s face was radiant as she looked
upon Jesus and said, “‘This time, Lord, I
anoint you as a King for all people, with
areign that will never end!”’

Scripture references: Matthew 26:6-13;
John 20:1-20.
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