10

Thursday, April 30, 1987

Coach has become 'Mooney institution

Nietopski arrived
at Mooney by chance

By Tom Dixon
- Cardinal Mooney High School

“Ed-die” is a familiar chant in the corridors
of Cardinal Mooney High School. That’s be-
cause Ed Nietopski has been roaming the halls
of Mooney for the past 24 years. Coach
Nictopski started his baseball career at 17, fresh
out of high school. In the years afterward, he
spent about 10 years playing baseball at vari-
ous places.

“Baseball has touched my life”” Nietopski ex-
plains. “It has given me an education and let
me travel to places I never thought 1 would get
to as I grew up in Buffalo?

Just recently, the National High School Ath-
. letic Coaches Association announced its selec-
tion of the Cardinals’ coach as the 1987
baseball Coach of the Year in region 1. The
coach of the year is chosen each year by all
the coaches of the state.'Nietopski will receive
his award during the association’s annual con-
vention and awards banguet, scheduled for
the Louisiana Superdome on June 26.

Many Mooney students don’t know it, but

chance brought Coach Nietopski to Mooney. -

In 1950, he was 20 minutes away from board-
ing a bus that would have taken him to spring
training with the St. Louis Cardinals. But just
before he got on the bus, the owners and
coaches of the Cardinals held a meeting to de-
cide between Nietopski and Solly Hemus. They

chose Hemus, and Nietopski was sent to Roch-

ester, where he met his wife Betty and went on
to win the championship with the Red Wings.

“I guess I’m glad that I didn’t make it to the
big leagues;’ he remarks. “If I had made it, [
probably wouldn’t be here at Mooney right
now.

“I really love this place; I enjoy each day.

Each team I've coached has held a special place
for me)” he adds.
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The following is a quick run-down of the
coach’s career:

1045: Played for Scranton and Durham
(Boston farm system).

1946: St. Louis signed him to a mmor—league
contract.
" 1947: Played for Hamilton, Ontario.

1948: Played for St. Joe, Missouri, and won
pennant.

1949: Played for Omaha.

1950: Rochester, which was St. Louis’ farm
club, wins pennant.

. 1951-52: Joined the army.

1953: Played in Rochester and Columbus.

1954: Went to college (majoring in physical
education) and played summer baseball.

1955: Set up baseball program in Newfound-
land and won championship.

1964: Became athletic director and coach at
Mooney.
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During his 23-year coaching career at the
Greece Catholic high school, Nietopski has
compiled a 410-95 record in baseball and a
391-153 slate in basketball. ‘Continuing in
that tradition, Nietopski has been preparing
for a 1987 season highlighted by innovation.

The new addition to this year’s team isn’t a
freshman or senior, but new dugouts and a new
infield. Installed this year, the dugouts meas-
ure 40°x8’x7". And on the home side, a new
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Nietopski has passed on his wealth of knowiedge and experience to past and present

Cardinals for 23 years.

equipment room provides an area of 20'x8'x7".
The room will be used to store bases, lines and

" rakes.

The infield is crushed red brick, which is one
of the best surfaces for baseball. The brick will
‘be smoother than the old infield surface, and
it will easily drain on those wet Rochester days.

Improvements were completed by opening day.
All the money for the renovations was do-
nated by an anonymous person who wanted
to do something for the athletic department.
The field may be a new touch here at
Moonéy, but the players still rely for help on
their old friend, Ed Nietopski.
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