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On a typical Wednesday afternoon, one 
crew was sent to work on the interior of an 
addition to a log house, perched on' a hilltop 
and surrounded by strip mines. Some of 
Frenchville's original settlers built the house 
on land acquired from a French nobleman in 
payment for a debt. The current owners, an 
elderly brother and sister descended from 
those settlers, were born in the house and 
hope to move back in when renovations are 
finished. 

Several other crews smashed walls, carted 
out plaster fragments, painted and cleaned at 
two mission-owned houses in downtown 
Clearfield. 

At Marian House, which offers shelter to 
as many as 100 battered or homeless women 
and children each year, volunteers were 
painting several front rooms that will serve as 
living and dining areas. 

Mercy Mission, located next door, houses 
a second-hand.clothing store. With volunteer 
help, the mission community is renovating 
the second floor of the building into apart
ments that will serve as "bridge" housing for 
families in transition. 

At Life House, on the other side of town, 
students helped organize a yard sale. While 
neighbors browsed through mountains of 
books, dishes, clothing and furniture, other 
volunteers cleaned the house's gutters and 
raked the yard. 

Life House was formerly an emergency 
men's shelter and the headquarters of the 
community's Right-to-Life ministry. Lack
ing a coordinator, both efforts have fallen by 
the wayside at present. 

A final complement of volunteers traveled 
south to work at good Shepherd Mission in 
Coalport, which offers counseling, transpor

tat ion, housing rehabilitation and assistance 
in dealing with social-service agencies. 

Volunteers begin and end each day with 
community prayer or Mass at the mission's 
main site, located off a dirt road in the hills 

Pat Thomas sets the tables for the noon meal, as other volunteers prepare food in the kitchen area. 
Jeff Goulding/Couriar-Joumal 

above the town of Frenchville. Individuals 
also spend one hour of the day in silence — a 
period designed for reflection and assimila
tion of the day's experiences. 

Geneseo senior Mary Casey has gone back 
to Frenchville for three consecutive years 
because of the people she's served there. She 
has found that, whatever the condition of 
their health or their homes, the people of 
Appalachia are not easy to pity. 

She recalled visiting Esther, an elderly 
woman who had been homebound for more 
than a dozen years. While Casey was there, 
Esther's 70-year-old neighbor, Bill, dropped 
in as he does every day.. Esther and Bill aren't 
relatives, nor does Esther or anyone else pay 
Bill to help her. He cares for her because 

they're neighbors. 
"He thought it was so great that we came 

to visit her," she marveled, "but here he 
does it every day." 

Another time, Casey was on a crew 
assigned to visit a woman described as~ 
"pregnant and depressed." The woman had 
asked for help in cleaning the trailer she 
shared with her unemployed husband and a 
child. 

"When we got there, we were taken back a 
bit. It was so filthy," Casey said. "There was 
no hot water.. Clothers were piled every
where. We didn't know where to start." 

They pitched in nonetheless, and before 
the day was over, the woman was putting up 

curtains and making plans. 
Beyond hard work and the headiness of 

helping others, students from Geneseo's 
Newman Community return each year 
because they gain insights about themselves 
and one another during their mission weeks. 

"You come back at night, and everyone's 
done the same work you have," Casey said. 
"You talk, have a quiet hour, go to Mass. 
There's no TV or radio. You can learn a lot 
about yourself just from spending time like 
that." 

Jennifer Falchi recalled that she left for 
Frenchville with just one friend; "Now these 
are 30 people I feel I've known all my life," 
she said. "That doesn't happen too often." 

Date set for D / S / W conference 
Applications and brochures are how avail

able for the 12th annual Conference of 
Divorced, Separated, Widowed and Remar
ried Catholics. The conference will be held 
from May 15 to May 17 at the Hilton Hotel 
in Lake Placid. 

The spiritual weekend — which is popular 

for its workshops, dances, fine meals and 
opportunities to meet other divorced or 
widowed people — is open to those of all 
faiths. 

To receive a conference brochure contact 
your local pastor or send a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope to Ken LaRue, 
Route 4, Potsdam, 13676. 

D/S/W group plans social 
The Separated, Divorced and Widowed 

groups of the Finger Lakes will sponsor a 
drop-in social on Saturday, April 25, begin
ning at 8 p.m. at the home of Art Mearns, 
323 Lyons Road (Route 14), in Geneva. 

The informal gathering is for people who 
recently became single again as a result of a 

separation, divorce or death of a spouse. 
Participants are asked to bring beverages and 
snacks. Card and board games will be 
available. 

For information and directions call Art, 
(315)789-6367; Patti, (716)526-5625; or Carl 
at the Finger Lakes Office of Social Ministry, 
(315)789-2686. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED 
BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING. 

| ROCHESTER\ 

Malcolm M. Nulton.......James R. Gray 
Four locat ions for your convenience 

Funeral Homes: 
• Ashton-Smith 

853 Culver Road. 

716-482-6260 

• Nulton 
1704 Penfield Road. 

716-381-3900 

• Mattle 
853 Culver Road 

716-482-2440 

• Payne-Nulton 
Macedon, N.Y. 
315-986-7781 

Corbett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G. Blakeslee 
2771 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 235-2000 

YoungloveSmith 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

Serving Greece 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, NY. 14615 

(716) 458-6200 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 342-3400 

| IRONDEQUOIT | 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Ecwin Sulewski 
2100 St! Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 342-3400 

Michael R. Ytfckiw 
Funeral Home 
1270 Norton St. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 544-5000 

If no answer 342-9300 

Burns-Hanna 
Funeral Home 

1795 East Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716)467-5745 

Dreier — Giltner 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Edward H. Dreier 
Alan E. Giltner 

1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716) 342-8500 

Paul W. Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Richard P. Harris 
Charles E. Davis 

570 Kings Highways. 
(corner Titus) 
(716)544-2041 

May Funeral Home 
George L May Jr. 

Raymond L. Welch 
2793 Culver Rd. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14622 
(716)467-7957 

GATES | CHILI | \ GREECE\ HENRIETTA 

Alvah Halloran 
and Son, Inc. 
Funeral Home 

H. Daniel Halloran 
2125 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 247-7590 

Leo M. Bean 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

2771 Chili Ave. 
Rochester, N.Yrt4624 

(716) 235-4134 
We Invite Comparison 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd. 

(near Maiden Lane) 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 

Parking for over 100 cars 

(716) 225-6350 

Vay, Schleich 
and Meeson 

Funeral Home Inc. 
"Greece's Largest and 

Most Complete Facilities" 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716)663-5827 

Henry D. Halloran 
Son Inc. 

Funeral Home 
5781 W. Henrietta Rd. 
Henrietta, NY. 14586 

(716) 334-9350 
Francis J. Martin Sr. 

Francis Joseph Martin Jr. 


