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Easter Vigil marks a new beginning for RCIA participants 
By Teresa A. Parsons 

Two years ago, Pattie Johnston expected 
little more than a handout from any church 
she visited. 

But a lot has changed in her life since then. 
This Saturday, during the Easter Vigil celebra-
celebration at St. Agnes Church in Avon, 
Johnston and her three-year-old daughter, 
Erica, will be baptized into the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

Johnston has always believed in a God. 
His presence, however, has seemed rather 
remote during most of her 25 years — while 
she was growing up in foster homes, living on 
her own in storage lockers and train cars, 
fighting despair with drugs and alcohol, and 
fending for her infant daughter, Erica, as 
they wandered from one' friend's house to 
another's. 

Sometimes Johnston wondered how God 
could care for her and yet allow her life to go 
so wrong. Other times, she wondered 
whether she had so greatly offended Him 
that He could never forgive her. 

Judging by the reactions of church people 
whom she occasionally approached for help, 
Johnston believed that God must indeed be 
intent on punishing her. Usually, she now 
recalls, they treated her like a nuisance and 
told her to move on. ... 

Then, one day Johnston ran into some 
church people from Avon who didn't-send 
her away. Instead, Pam Masterson and 
Georgiana Delles helped her find an apart­
ment and straighten out her social service 
benefits. They convinced her that she could 
master her temper and be a good mother and 
friend. 

Through Delles' quiet example during the 
past year and a half, Johnston learned how 

effectively God could handle her problems 
when she turned to Him in prayer. 

Gradually, Johnston found that when she 
was flat broke or needed a babysitter, prayer 
would bring her an answer. 

"That's when I really believed — when I 
could see God working in my life," she said. 

Because "she wanted Erica to grow up 
experiencing that kind of faith and trust, 

NEW and REPAIRS 
ALL TYPES OF 

• SIDING and TRIM 
• ALUMINUM GUTTERS 
• REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 

Johnston sought to have her child baptized a 
Catholic. Last September, she acknowledged 
the same need herself, joining four others in 
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) at St. Agnes. 

Johnston never really expected to be 
accepted as a catechumen once RCIA team 
members learned about her past. "I didn't lie 
... and they said they'd love to have me," she 
recalled in wonder. "And they've always 
made me feel that way." 

Pattie and Erica .Johnston are among 
nearly 450 people throughout the Diocese of 
Rochester whose journey of faith has led 
them to the Catholic Church through the 
RCIA. 

This year, more than 80 diocesan parishes 
participated in the RCIA, a process of 
educating and supporting adults who are 
seeking full, membership in the Catholic 
Church through the sacraments of initiation 
— Eucharist, confirmation and/or baptism. 

Although the RCIA was designed for use 
with adults, six Of this year's 14 candidates 
and catechumens at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Parish in Hamlin are aged 16 or under. 

Young adults, teenagers and even some 
children have sought initiation at St. 
Elizabeth's during each of the past five years 
since the Hamlin parish began offering the 
process, according to Sister Mary Kay Ryan, 
religious education coordinator. 

Some have been raised without any re­
ligious affiliation. Others have been baptized 
as Catholics or into other churches, but have 
not practiced any faith or received any other 
sacraments. 
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One 16-year-old boy decided to join the "" 
RCIA this year after undergoing surgery to 
have a pacemaker implanted. 

"These are people who are in 
extraordinary circumstances," Sister Ryan 
explained. "Through a variety of experi­
ences, they discovered that they needed God 
in their lives, and sometimes the only church 
they were aware of is that one that reached 
out to them." 

Hamlin had no Catholic church prior to 
the founding of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. As 
a result, Sister Ryan speculates that some 
people stopped attending church when they 
moved to the area. After the parish was 
established in 1982, some parents began 
asking how their children could receive the 
sacraments. 

Even parents whose children decided in-
Continued on following page 
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Celebrate Easter at Sinclair's 
Sunday, April 19 

Dinner served 2:00 pnv8:30 pm 
(Closed for Brunch) 

Easter Dinner Specials include: 
Roasted loin of pork with grainy mustard and fresh spinach & apples 

Rack of veal with fresh basil sauce 
Homemade muffins on every table 

1987: CELEBRATING 61 YEARS 
of children's resident camping for 
boys and girls, 7 to 14 years old. 

—Plus— 
leadership Dmatopmant Program* 

for 15 ft 16 yoar old* 
Summar camp Mason ic f ram 

July 6-August 28 
Choose from Boys, Girts, and Co-ed Programs 

k Swimming, Watarskiing, Windsurfing, Fishing, 
Sailing, Arehary, Tennis, Softball, Crafts, 

Fine Arts, Campflras. 
PEN HOUSE All parents and children are invit-

to Camp Stella Maris June 7 from 1:30-4:00 
>.m.. You may tour the facilities, meet the staff,! 
nd enjoy some refreshments with us. Parent 
ay also register their children on this day, 

lowever, because weeks fill fast,'we encouragi 
registraion earlier. 

REGISTER NOW! 
For further information, contact the secretary at 

CAMP STELLA MARIS 
3052 East Lake Road • Livonia, NY 14487 

• (716) 346-2243 
An Accndlted Camp of 

Tin American Camping Association 

n. 

THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED 
BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING. 

\ ROCHESTER] 

Malcolm M. Nulton 
Four locations for 

Funeral 
• Ashton-Smith 

853 Culver Road 

716-482-6260 

•Nulton 
1704 Penfield Road 

716-381-3900 

your convenien 
Homes: 

• Mattle 
853 Culver Road 

716-482-2440 

ft. Gray 
ce 

• Payne-Nuiton 
Macedon, N.Y. 

315-986-7781 

Corbett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G. Blakeslee 
2771 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 235-2000 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

Serving Greece 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716) 458-6200 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St. Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 342-3400 

\IRONDEQUOIT\ 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St. Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 342-3400 

Michael R. Ytfckiw 
Funeral- Home 
1270 Norton St. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 544-5000 ' 

If no answer 342-9300 

Bums-Hanna 
Funeral Home 

1795 East Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716)467-5745 

Dreier — Giltner 
Funeral Home Inc. -
Edward H. Dreier 
Alan E. Giltner 

1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716) 342-8500 

Paul W. Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Richard P. Harris 
Charles E. Davis 

570 Kings Highway S. 
(corner Titus) 
(716)544-2041 

May Funeral Home 
George L. May Jr. -

Raymond L Welch 
2793 Culver Rd. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14622 
(716)467-7957 

| GATES | | CHILI \ | GREECE] HENRIETTA 

Alvah Halloran. 
and Son, Inc. 
Funeral Home 

H. Daniel Halloran 
2125 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716)247-7590 

Leo M. Bean 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

2771 Chili Ave." 
Rochester, N.Y. 14624 

(716)2354134 
We Invite Comparison 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd. 

(near Maiden Lane) 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 

Parking for over 100 cars 

(716)225-6350 

Vay, Schleich 
and Meeson 

Funeral Home Inc. 
"Greece's Largest and 

Most Complete Facilities" , 
2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716)663-5827 

Henry D. Halloran 
Son Inc. 

Funeral Home 
5781 W. Henrietta Rd. 
Henrietta, N.Y. 14586 

(716) 334-9350 
Francis J. Martin Sr. 

Francis Joseph Martin Jr. 


