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Father Charlgs Curran accepts" |
one-year position at Cornell U

" By Richard A. Kiley and Teresa A. Parsons
Father Charlés E. Curran has accepted a
one-year position-as a proféssor of religious
studies.at Corniell University in Ithaca.
University officials notified Bishop Mat-
thew H: Clark on Tuesday, April 14, that
Father Curfan had recently accepted an
appointment -to ' thé. Rachel Kaneb Visiting
Professorship of.Catholic Studies. 4
Later the-same-day, Cornell University
Vice Provost Baity Adams confirmed that
the moral theologian, who is currently

- >gugperided from The Catholic University of

‘America, ‘will teach three undergraduate
courses and offer a series of public lectures at
Cornell, beginning this fall. -

Father Curran was not available for
comment Tuesday, but planned to formally
announce the appointment along with Cor-
nell’ University. officials at a Washington
press conference Wednesday.

In a statement issed Tuesday, Bishop
Clark ‘said that he was aware of Cornell
University’s invitation, and that as a priest of
the Diocese of Rochester, Father Curran was
free to accept the position.

“The manner in which Father Curran
pursues his-status with Catholic University in
Washington remains an issue between the
administration of -the university and
himself,”’ Bishop Clark wrote. ““As I have
said previously, Father Curran is welcome to
exercise his priestly ministry in this diocese.””

Last summer, the Vatican’s Sacred Con-
gregation for the' Doctrine of the Faith
notified Father Curran that he was no longer -
deemed suitable or eligibleto teach Catholic
theology because of his dissenting views in
the area of sexual ethics. ‘

Since January, Father Curran has been
suspended from Catholic University, where.
he taught for more than 20 years, pending
the results of an internal academic review of
his case. Last month, he filed a ¢ivil lawsuit
against Catholic University, challenging his-
suspension. :

. Judging by a written statement Father
Curran addressed to the Catholic University
theology department, he intends to proceeéd
with that suit. ““Catholic University has given
me an academic leave for 1987/88 without

_prejudice  to. my . tenured:: contragt - with - hig: own:: feasoning: 2 Hiss: teachings:(on..
RN ANV 50 WUt PIGUBTEEfo ™ Cathole theDIogY) aremot acceptable.”

“the process underway;’ > he wrote, .«

Father Curran is the first ‘person to be

appoirited to the Kaneb professorship, re-

cently established by Cornell alumnus and
trustee Alberi~J. Kaneb in -memory of his
mother. According to Adams, the pro-
fessorship has been funded on a “‘partly
experimental’’ basis, as a series of three
one-year appointments of distinguished
Catholic scholars. o

The vice provost said that university
officials first approached Father Curran with

"the proposal nearly a year ago — well in

advance of the Vatican’s decision to repri-

mand him, ~ : . » .
" Even before Father Curran accepted the
post, Cornell students .were enthusiastic .

about the courses offered in connection with
the new professorship, according to Father
Michael J. Mahler, one of the university’s
Catholic chaplains. .

- Father Curran’s appointment at Cornell
came as no surprise to several members of
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*“Friends for Charles Curran,” a local group
that supports the theologian. = . ]

Father James Lawlor, pastor at St. Mary’s of God.
Church in downtown Rochester and'a former -
student of Father Curran, called the news ““a
blessing’* for Cornell University. i

“I’m very pleased at (the appointment),”
he said. “It’s a blessing to have him back in
the diocese.”
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Father Curran will begin to subside. .

“l ‘would hope that his teaching (at
Cornell) would not be shrouded in con--
‘troversy,’’ he said. .

Speaking on behalf of at least one group
that has opposed Father Curran’s theological
positions, Joseph J. Murray, chairman of

of Rochester, said that regardless of Father
Curran’s new position at Cornell, ‘he
cannot be recognized as a teacher of Catholic

““We accept (the fact) that he can teach, .
but not as a Catholic theologian,’’ Murray
said. ““We know he’s a public dissenter, and.
all 1 can say is that the people 1 know
personally pray for Charles Curran, that he
will see the'light inCatholic teaching and'not
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