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Shroud of Turin 
| Continued from Page 6 
I in dating the shroud. Each has already 
[satisfied the British museum — the in-
I dependent organization named to supervise 
[ the dating project — of the accuracy of its 
I methods. 

Yet researchers at all seven institutions 
\ continue to. wait for an answer. Dr. Gove 
observes that some Church officials affili­
ated with the shroud "are people whose lives, 
whose avocations or vocations, in fact, have 
revolved around the shroud," and that these 
people may be afraid of tests that might 
disprove the shroud's authenticity. 

Gove's remarks clearly reveal his apprecia­
tion of irony. Although Church officials 
have long refused to permit any scientific 
procedure that might damage the shroud's 
fabric or the image it bears, "the shroud is 
not kept in the ideal circumstances," Gove 
asserts!, noting that the cloth is rolled up and 

stored in a casket behind the altar of the 
Turin cathedral. 

"It's amazing to me that it's managed to 
survive all these years," he quips. 

Moreover, the Church has already allowed 
tests that could have damaged the delicate 
cloth. During the 1978 exhibit, for example, 
the shroud was mounted on a large frame, 
subjecting its fibres to physical stress.. 
Furthermore, one of the tests conducted in 
1978 employed ultra-violet light, "which is 
well-known to fade fabrics. 

"Carbon dating is probably the least 
invasive technology of all," Dr. Gove 
remarks: Combined, the seven research labs 
would need a cloth sample measuring 1 
centimeter by 12 centimeters; UR alone 
would need a single thread about eight inches 
long. 

"I'd like to see it dated, and then I'd like 
to see as much care taken about other tests as 
has been taken about carbon dating," he 
says. 

Yet some of the scientists who participated 
in the 1978 testing sessions have become 
obsessed with the idea of authenticating the 

shroud, Gove said. They began to call 
themselves the Shroud of Turin Research 
Project (STURP), and they continue to puch 
for more tests — including several potentially 
damaging procedures. 

Despite STURP's desire to conduct further 
tests, Gove believes the first order of business 
is to positively establish the shroud's age. "I 
can't see what good the other tests are until 
we know how old it is," he said. "If the thing 
is 2,000 years old, I think any further tests 
have to be done with extreme care." If, 
however, the shroud is a 14th century fraud 
— as some skeptics assert — then the need 
for such restraint would be minimal. "Why 
conserve it if it's useless?" he asked. 

Although he acknowledged that many 
STURP members are "absolutely first-class 
scientists '̂ the UR researcher considers them 
religious zealots. "They scare me," he 
admits. "They're true believers. I think they 
try desperately to be scientifically dis­
passionate, but when you're a true believer, 
that's awful hard." 

Father Roserkranz's display, on the other 
hand, takes the middle ground regarding the 

shroud's authenticity. In the three years he 
has presented the multi-paneled presentation 
to area shoppers — in both Midtown and 
Long Ridge Malls — the Redemptorist priest 
has carefully avoided asserting that the 
shroud is actually the burial cloth of Jesus 
Christ. The display consists of photographs 
and drawings of the shroud, synopses of its 
known history and information on the 
scientific data collected thus far. It concludes 
by asking the viewer, "Is this the burial'cloth 
ofChrist?" 

Among the pictures to be included this 
year are photos of the equipment Dr. Gove 
will use, if he indeed obtains permission to 
test the shroud. In addition, viewers of the 
display have a chance to read — in laymen's 
terms — how the carbon-dating procedure is 
conducted. 

Dr. Gove says he may even stop by 
himself. 

• • • 
Readers may view Father Rosenkranz's 

display at Midtown Plaza between the hours 
of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. on Monday through 
Friday, April 13-15. 

Bridal 
and 

Special Occasion 
Fabrics 

63] Pitlsford Victor Rd. 
Rte. % behind Hitching Post Plaza 

Bushnells Basin, New York 
( 7 1 6 ) 2 4 8 - 2 3 6 2 

R O C H E S T E R L O C A T I O N S 
Greece Brighton 

(716) 621-2060 (716) 42741W 

TOLL 8 0 0 - 4 4 1 - 4 4 7 9 
F*EE (I- PA m-m-tnt) 

N E W S P A P E R S 

The New York Times 
is distributed Dy 

Manson News Distributors. Inc. 
634 South Avenue 

Rochester Hew York 146?0 

edamo' 

C A T E R I M G 

F L O R I S T S 
I N S U R A N C E 

19 So. Main St. 
Pittsford, NY 14534 

(716)586-3644 
FULL SERVICE CATERING 

"YOU-LL UOVE OUR STYLE!" 
Wedding Cakes From Our Bakery 

"FLOWERS SAY IT ALL" 

Wedding Packages 
Starting at $99.00 

382 State Street 
Rochester, New Mark 14608 

Opposite Eastman Kodak Offices 
( 7 1 6 ) 5 4 6 - 1 1 5 5 - . . . ^ ^ . . . 

• Permanent Life • Terni Life 
• Retirement, pension and group plans. 

Catt: RfcttardA. Gullo. OLU, CtiFC 
(716) 482-0738 
2121 East Main Street 
Rochester. New York 14609 ( 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

WEDDING CANDIDS 
by Burt Shapiro 

PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO 

2 5 % Off Wedding Imitations 
Free Tux for the Groom 

Burt Shapiro Photography 

(716-244-3554) 

LooNigtr's 

Liiiigi's 
Party Catering 

Dinner & Party Buffets 
Party Trays 

CONSULTANT 

I N V I T A T I O N S 

FIORVANTI 
FLORIST, INC. 

For that one special occassion 
you'll want perfection. 

2279 Clifford Ave. 
(near Culver Rd.) 4 8 2 - 1 0 0 1 

W A L D E N W E D D I N G S 

Invitations, Announcements, lnformals 
Complete Line of Wedding Accessories 

For Person! Service, Call 

(716) 467-2072 

•viakoi 

photograpluj 
10% Discount on Weddings 

reserved 4 months or more 

before your wedding day. 

Call today: (716)544-2641 

£$* S i * *& 
'Wedding Specialists" 

Elegant Occassion 
Planning 

342-6805 

<3/iotvers by. cJedele 
Serving All Your Floral Needs 
Wedd ings • Funera ls • Hosp i ta l s • G i f t 

Baskets * R a n t s * F<uli Baske ts 

Gifts • Favors • Balloons • Cakes 
Si lk & Dried Rowers 

1418 Ridge Road East Rochester. New tot* 14621 
Oppoutt TJ's fttsuurani 

(716)342-4581 II No Answer Call 325-0054 
" 10H Discount with presentation ol this ad. ' 

J DISCOUNT 
I «m»TK* SPECIALISTS 

1279 Chili Ave. 2781 W. Henrietta Rd. 

2354775 427-0010 -

Rogers Studio 
Special Wedding Packages 

from $299.50 

Call:454-1270 

For Complete Details 

D A N C I N G 

ArthmrihMurrm^ 

Learn to Dance .For?; 
Your Special Df jr.-

Mon.-Fri. I-IO p.m. 
Sat. by Appointment 

87" Clinton Ave. N. 
(716) 262-3310 

1 UJagmons Floral 
1 Design Shoppes 
M Parinton 
• 223-4092 
• ML Read 
• 663-4120 
• Britton Rd. 
• 621-7250 

248-3078 
PHtalant 
248-8687 
ffidge-Culvar 
3422876 

I Hyian Dr. 424.7362 
| Please ask f « Ext. 131 

J E W E L E R S 

F U R N I T U R E 

rQmtmfoi 

• DAHNKEN 
For Your Rings & 
Wedding Bands 
Southtown Plaza 

424-1060 

V s » i - « r l « * n I M 

S t e i c l i o M I n e . 

2 8 S t . I n i c . n x t . . 

l < n c h ( - t < T . V l . i lt>(>: 

< 7 I « > 5 I B - 2 . I K O 

REALTORS 

D E C O R A T I O N S 
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Buy his wedding band, receive hers free. 
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LIMOUSINE SERVICE 

Master Bedroom Suites 
Solid Oak 
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Chic's Chauffered 
Limousine Service. 

WEDDINGS. PROMS, ALL OCCASSIONS 
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RECEPTIONS 
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We have Special"Wedding Packages 
to fit Every Budget 
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1361 Marsh Rd. « Piirsford. N.Y. 
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SPECIAL! 

120 First Federal Plan (716)232-3030 

We have the reputation for making 
your big day one to remember at a 
cost you can afford. 

We also specialize in . . . 
Rehearsal Dinners & Private Parties 

Call us for Detai ls 
8 9 8 B u f f a l o Rd 
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Three Acres Party House 
COMPLETE BANQUET FACILITIES 
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ROCHESTER, NY 14624 
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EMPIRE LANES 
Newly Remodeled Banquet 

Rooms For All Types of Forties 
Accommodations For Up To 250 
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for your auests. Air conditioned. 
2400 EMPIRE BLVD., WEBSTER • 671-2556 
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"Anywhere FUe is Merely a Restaurant' 

Perfect For Your Rehearsal Dinner 
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For your speical event 

consider the alternative: 

RENTING! 
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RENTAL CIMKH 

540 Whitney Rd. 
Fairport, NY (716) 586 -0901 

Have your Rehearsal Dinner_ 

or Small Wedding 
(Maximum 75 with us) 

ENJOY OUR RELAXEO. PRIVATE 
ATMOSPHERE AND HEARTY 

GERMAN AND AMERICAN FOOD 

406 Lyell Ave.. Rochester. N.Y. 
P H O N E : 254-9660 

Rent All Your Party Needs.. . 
For small, intimate gatherings 

or large, lavish affairs. 

150 Orchard St. 
Webster, NY 

(716) 872-2770 

V I D E O 
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Hospitality House Inc. 
2226 Penfield Rd. 

Penfield, N.Y. 14526 

Wedding Information 
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PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
• Professional Editing System 
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342-6060 
or 266-3444 
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J p ? FOR YOUR WEDDING! 
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Church Supplies & 
Religious Articles 
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(716) 442-7120 
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WINDOW FASHIONS 
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