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Thursday, February 26,1987

Queen Esther

Esther reasoned. "ShaU I deny who I am?"
"No, but for now, say nothing,"
Once upon a time in the land of Persia,
Mordecai replied. "Wait until the time is
there lived a most powerful king. Now the
right."
empire of this King Ahasuerus was vast
A few days later, Mordecai discovered a
indeed, stretching all the way from India to
plot to assassinate the king by two of his
Ethiopia. The king demanded absolute own men. Mordecai sent word to Esther,
obedience from all of his subjects, includand the king's life was saved. Still,
ing his wife.
Mordecai told his cousin to say nothing.
One day, the king asked something of his
Now there lived those . days in the
wife, who promptly said, "no." Unfortukingdom an evil man named Haman. This
nately for her, she was banished at once.
Hainan was so obsessed with his own power
"Hear ye, hear ye," the king's messenger
and wealth that he managed to elevate
proclaimed, "tomorrow at high noon, all
himself to the position of prime minister,
those women who wish to be considered for
second in command only to the king. One
the position of 'her royal highness' should
of the very first things he did in his new job
assemble at the royal palace." And so this
was to write a law commanding all of the
royal decree was posted in all of the 127 subjects to bow down to him whenever he
provinces of the kingdom.
passed them in the streets.
A certain Mordecai, a Jew living in
All of the citizens in the kingdom obeyed
"Persia, had raised his cousin, Esther, as his him, but one. "I bow to no one but the one
own daughter, after her parents had died. true God," Mordecai insisted.
Today, the woman who stood before hirii
Time after time, Haman passed
was a beauty in both spirit and appearance.
Mordecai, and Mordecai refused to bow.
"Oh, Mordecai," said Esther, "I don't
Haman was so furious that he decided not
know. I trust ydu completely with my life.
to act against Mordecai alone, but against
You've been both mother and father to me.
all of the Jewish people living in the
But you forget — I am a Jew. Do you really
kingdom. So he went to the king and said,
think my place is in the palace of a foreign
"Your highness, I must sadly inform you
king? We owe our allegiance to God.''
that there is within your kingdom a certain
"Ah," Mordecai replied, "perhaps it is group of people who are not obedient to
in this very position of authority that you you. They choose to obey their own laws.
will be able to do the most good for our
Therefore, I think it is in your best interest
people."
to destroy them."
Esther hesitated for a few moments
"Haman," the king said, "you are my
before she laughed, saying, "Besides, cousprime minister. I give you permission to do
in, what makes you so sure that I will win
as you like with these people:'
the king's royal beauty contest anyway?"
Immediately, Haman wrote a cruel edict
"Of that I am most certain," Mordecai and sent it by messenger to be posted
answered.
throughout the kingdom. It was written:
Surely enough, the next day, it was
"Next year, on the 28th day of February,
Esther who was selected from among all of all of the Jews living in the kingdom must
the other beautiful women to be the new be killed. Their property and possessions
queen.-of Persia. When Esther told her
shall be given to those who kill them."
cousin the good news, she was puzzled over Haman, who was a very superstitious man,
his reaction.
chose the day for the great purge by casting
relatives," Mordecai cautioned. "And say
nothing about being Jewish."
"But, Mordecai, that would be wrong!"

When Mordecai read this edict, he tore
his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes
in accordance with the Jewish custom of
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mourning. And throughout the entire
kingdom, there was heard a great wailing.
Mordecai sent the following message to
Esther through her servants: "Do you think
that you will escape in the palace when all
of the Jews are killed? Don't you see? This
is why God has made you queen of Persia.''
Esther asked Mordecai to gather all of
the Jews of the city together and fast and
pray for her for three days. Even though it
was strictly forbidden, she promised that
she would go to see the king.
Three days passed. Esther put on her
royal robes and entered the inner court of
the king.
"What do you wish, Queen Esther?" the
king said, motioning for her to approach
the throne. "Even if it is half of my
kingdom, I will give it to you."
"I would like for you and your prime
minister, Haman, to come to a banquet
today that I "have specially had prepared for
you."
When the king and Haman sat at
Esther's table the king again asked, "Now
my queen, tell me yowrreqtfest so that I can
honor it."
"Come to a banquet again tomorrow
and I will most certainly tell you kny
request," Esther replied.
Haman was overjoyed at this privilege,
but his mood quickly changed when he
passed Mordecai at the palace gates, and
Mordecai refused to bow down to him.
When Haman returned home and told
his wife, she answered, "You are so
important to the king, I am sure if you ask
him, he will allow you to kill Mordecai
now. Make ready the gallows today, and
tomorrow, your troubles will be over."
That night, the king couldn't sleep, so he
spent the night reading all of the historical
records of his kingdom- This is how he
Finally learned that it was Mordecai who
had saved his life.
"What reward have we given to
Mordecai for his bravery?" the king asked
his advisors.
"Nothing, sir," they informed him.
As soon as Haman arrived at the palace
the next day, the king asked him, "What
should I do to honor a man who has shown
himself to be a loyal subject worthy of my
praise?"
"Why, he is describing me!" Haman
said to himself.
So he turned to the king and said,

happily, "Bring this man through the entire
city, dressed in royal robes and riding your
own horse, and proclaim, "This is how the
king rewards a man who has truly pleased
him!"
"Excellent idea, prime minister!" replied
the king, as Haman smiled broadly.
"Well, Haman," the king said, "what
are you waiting for? Go to Mordecai and
carry out this plan exactly as you have
described it."
Later that day, as planned, Haman
attended Esther's second banquet. As soon
as they were seated, the king turned to the
queen and said, "Tell me your request at
once."
"Save my life!" Esther cried. "Save the
lives of my people!
"Your own prime minister, Haman, has
written a law which commands that all of
the Jews in your kingdom be killed!" cried
Esther.
Haman grew pale with fright. "Is this
true, Haman?" the king demanded.
Before Haman could compose himself,
one of the king's aides rushed in and cried,
"Haman has ordered a gallows to be
constructed. He plans to hang Mordecai,
the man who saved your life!"
The king rose and glared at Haman.
Then he turned to his aide and commanded, "Hang Haman on these gallows."
Queen Esther had saved her people.
When she finally told the king about her
cousin, Mordecai, the king appointed Ihim
the new prime minister.
As prime minister, Mordecai- wrote two
new decrees in the name of the king. The
first decree stated that Jews throughout the
kingdom could defend themselves and their
property against anyone who tried to
destroy them. On February 28, no one
dared to raise a hand against any of the
Jews.
The second decree announced an annual
holiday to commemorate this great event in
the history of the Jews. On this day, Jews
everywhere would celebrate how Queen
Esther saved their lives and turned their
sorrow into joy.
Today, the Jewish people still observe
this day in February or March. This holiday
is known as Purim or the Festival of Lots.
The word for "lots is/win Persian; Haman
chose the day to destroy the Jews by casting
lots. In 1987, Purim falls on March 15.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED
BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING.
ROCHESTER]
M a l c o l m M . N u l t o n . . . . . . . J a m e s R. G r a y
F/our l o c a t i o n s for y o u r c o n v e n i e n c e

Funeral H o m e s :

• Ashton-SmHh

• Nulton

• Mattle

• Payne-Nulton

853 Culver Road

1704 Penfield Road

853 Culver Road

Macedon, N.Y.

716-482-6260

716-381-3900

716-482-2440

315-986-7781

Corbett
Funeral Home, Inc.
Roger G. Blakeslee
2771 Chili Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14624
(716) 235-2000

Younglove-Smith
Funeral Home, Inc.
Serving Greece

1511 Dewey Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14615
(716)458-6200

IRONDEQU61T\
Schauman-Sulewski
Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin Sulewski
•2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 342-3400

Michael R. Ytfckiw
Funeral Home
1270 Norton St.
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 544-5000
If no answer 342-9300

GATES
Schauman-Sulewski
Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin Sulewski
2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 342-3400

Alvah Halloran
and Son, Inc.
Funeral Home
H. Daniel Halloran
2125 Chili Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14624
(716) 247-7590

Burns-Hanna
Funeral Home
1795 East Ridge Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14622
(716)467-5745

|

CHILI

Dreier — Giltner
Funeral Home Inc.
Edward H. Dreier
Alan E. Giltner
1717 Portland Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14617
(716) 342-8500

Paul W. Harris
Funeral Home Inc.
Richard P. Harris
Charles E. Davis
570 Kings Highway S.
(corner Titus)
(716)544-2041

GREECE]

|

Leo M. Bean
Funeral Home, Inc.

Arndt Funeral Home
1118 Long Pond Rd.

277V Chili Ave.
Rochester, N.Y. 14624
(716) 235-4134

Greece, NY. 14626
Ronald John Arndt

We Invite Comparison

(716) 225-6350

(near Maiden Lane)

ParKing for over 100 cars

Vay, Schleich
and Meeson
Funeral Home Inc.
"Greece's Largest and
Most Complete Facilities"

2692 Dewey Avenue
Greece, N.Y. 14616
(716)663-5827

May Funeral Home
George L May Jr.
Raymond L Welch
2793 Culver Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14622
(716)467-7957

|

HENRIETTA^

Henry D. Halloran
Son Inc.
Funeral Home
5781 W. Henrietta Rd.
Henrietta, N.Y. 14586
(716) 334-9350
Franc/s J. Martin Sr.
Francis Joseph Martin Jr.

