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‘Positive vision’ presented

Vatican City — The Second Vatican
Council presented a ‘‘clearly positive vis-
ion”’ of the lay vocation, said Pope John
Paul-II. The laity shares an equal dignity
with priests and religious as members of the
people, of God, despite a ‘‘diversity of
roles,”” thie pope said. The pope spoke Feb.
22 as part of his Sunday noontime Angelus
series of talks on the October world Synod
of Bishops. The synod will discuss the role
of the laity in the Church and the world.

Knights’ generosity praised

Vatican City — Pope john Paul Ii has
praised the Knights of Columbus for their
generosity in sponsoring a major facelift of
St. Peter’s Basilica. After two years of
intense work, the pope said, the front of the
basilica ‘“‘has been returned to its ancient
splendor.”” He said the -repairs: on the -
l7th-century facade had been. urgent

“THe pope: spoke.‘Eeh: 23"
Vatlcan ceremony miarking the conclusion
of the project to clean and patch-the marble
front of the church and its giant outdoor
statues, which had been damaged by

pollution. .
*
Nation

Supreme Court declines case

Washington — The U.S. Supreme Court
declined Feb. 23 to consider the case of a-
Minnesota law requiring consent of both

‘parents or a judge before a girl under the
age of 18 can get an abortion. As usual, the

- high court provided no reason for its
refusal. The court had been asked to

" consider the case, even though it has not yet
been heard by a federal appeals court. In
December, the Supreme Court had refused
to grant expedited treatment of the same
case, after being asked to merge the case
with that of an Illinois parental-notification
law pending before the high court.

Diocese ‘tables’ media request

Washington — The Diocese of Mon-
terey, Calif., has ““tabled”’ its request that
television stations. bid for rights to live
coverage of a Mass to be celebrated by
Pope John Paul 11, diocesan spokesman
Ted Elisee said Feb. 20. He said the diocese
has not dropped the plan, but told media
representatives in a statement Feb. 19 that
the idea was being tabled and asked them
for their input on how to raise money to
cover costs of the papal visit. The request
for bids came under heavy fire from
officials at television stations,- most of
whom said they would not pay for news.

Archbishop clarifies opposition
Miami — The Church’s opposition to
condom advertising has nothing to do with
its position on contraceptives, but rather
with the issue of sexual activity outside of
marriage, said Archbishop Edward A.
McCarthy of Miami. In a Feb. 17 statement
he said even condom advertising ‘‘done in
so-called ‘good taste’ conveys an unaccep-
table méssage — namely, that extramarital
sexual activity is just good, clean fun, but
not worth risking death.”” Condom
advertising has been approved for late-.
night broadcasts in several local television
.markets, including Miami, as a means of
curbing the spread of acquired immune

deficiency: syndrome.
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Parish contributions help
to fill gaps in funding

By Teresa A. Parsons

Last Thursday evening, a priest walked
into the emergency overnight shelter at
Blessed Sacrament. Church and -asked a
volunteer if she needed anything.

Having just arranged to lodge an extra
female guest at a.downtown hotel for the
night, the volunteer answered, more than
half in jest, ““One hundred dollars would be
nice fora couple more hotel rooms.”’

The priest returned several minutes later
with two $50 bills, which he tucked into the
hand of the speechless woman before he left.

That kind of generosity has become almost
commormplace - in the five years since a
network of Catholic parishes in Rochester
opened shelters for homeless people during
the winter months.

The _same Monroe Coumy pastors,
parishes and religious groups that support
those shelters with donations and volunteers
are also largely responsible for a long-
awaited study of homelessness in Rochester,
which is expected to begin this week.

These long-term supporters have not pro-
vided the bulk of the $15,000 needed to fund

the study, which is being sponsored by the

Mental Health Association Task Force on
the. Homeless. But they have bridged a
critical gap between the study’s estimated
cost and the response from local govern-
ment, corporations and foundations.

Last April, the Mental Health Association
convened a task force to talk about homeless-
ness. Represented were the city and county
governments, public and private social-service
agencies, the parish shelter network and a
diocesan urban-ministry group.

Task force discussions pointed to the need
for a study that would inform the community
of new trends, and motivate community agen-
cies to develop more comprehensive and per-
manent solutions to the problems of people
living on the streets.

Task force to mltlate study of homelessness

In July, 1986, ‘the ‘Center for Govem-
mental Research submitted a study proposal
to the task force. Through interviews with
homeless people as well as city officials,
landlords,
meal programs, researchers hope to-compile
a profile of Rochester’s homeless population,
and its current and emerging needs. The
center will also examine existing services for

and those who run shelter and

the homeless, to determine how well such
services address those needs.

Before they would begin the study, howev-
er, administrators at the Center for Govern-
mental Research requested that at least
$10,000 be committed to the proje{

To date, Monroe County social-service
officials have indicated that they will con-
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