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Recent canons on mixed marriages: 
reflect ongoing ecumenical dialogue 

By Father Kevin McKenna 
Vice Chancellor 

Diocese of Rochester 

The term "mixed marriage" can be 
used to describe couples who combine 
one of several palp of contrasting charac­
teristics. Yet the revised Code of Canon 
Law, promulgated in 1983 by Pope John 
Paul II, gives precise meaning to the term. 
According to the code/ "mixed marriage" 
means the marital union of two baptized 
persons, one person who was baptized or 
otherwise received into the Catholic 
Church and another who belongs to a 
church that is hotmjmlcorrimunion with 
the Catholic Church. 

M§ny of the norms applicable to mar­
riages between a Catholic and a baptized 
non-Catholic are also applicable to mar­
riages involving a Catholic and person 
who is not baptized. 

Fortunately and providentially, the last 
few years since the Second Vatican Coun­
cil have seen the Catholic Church take on 
a heightened sensitivity to its relations 
with other churches. Following the coun­
cil, extensive research and dialogue were 
initiated to discuss the problem of "mixed 
marriages!' This ongoing dialogue among 
the major churches has no doubt in­
fluenced some of the changes that have 
been made in the Church's legislation, 
concerning these marriages. 

Although one senses a mitigation in 
some of the norms in this area, the 
Church still expresses a pastoral concern 
for the Catholic party entering into a 
mixed marriage. The two post-conciliar 
decrees on mixed marriage, which were 
the basis for the revised code's legislation, 
invite the Catholic party to assess his or 
her own faith level and willingness to 

share that faith with any children born of 
the marriage. 

Mixed-faith marriages require the per­
mission of the local bishop, meaning the 
bishop of the diocese to which the Cath­
olic party belongs or the bishop of the di­
ocese in which the marriage will be 
celebrated. The local bishop can grant this 
permission for a mixed marriage if there 
is a good reason. 

In the past, such reasons have includ­
ed the possibility that the couple might 
choose to be married in a civil ceremony 
outside of the Church or that the Catholic 
party mighi abandon the faith altogether. 
There may also be more positive reasons, 
such as the couple's awareness of the 
responsibilities of a sacramental union or 
their commitment to their respective 
churches. 

Most dioce$es, including our own, pro­
vide forms for use in processing such ap­
plications. The Catholic party is asked to 
renew his or her faith in the Catholic 
Church and to do all in his or her power 
to have the children baptized and raised 
in the Catholic Church (Canon 1125,1). 
The partner who is not Catholic must be 
informed that these promises have been 
made. In addition, the couple is to be in­
structed about the properties and ends of 
marriage as understood by the Church. 

Church minsters have the responsibili­
ty of reviewing with each couple the im­
plications of entering marriage with two 
faiths or even with one faith represented. 
Decisions about the faith of the children 
who may be born of the marriage deserve 
careful discussion and reflection before 
the actual marrieage ceremony takes 
place. 
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Mangurians has the largest 
selection of furniture, bedding and 

carpets in Upstate New York 
[Shop our one beautiful store for the 

best value anywhere! 

Shop Daily 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday 10 to 5:30 
Closed on Sundays 

Convenient Credit Available 

Mangurian's 
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There's More To See! 

531 Monroe Avenue Cor. of South Goodman Street 
Just 500 Yards off the Eastern Expressway/(Route 490/ 

Wegmcms Floral 

We Specialize in 
Wedding Flowers 

it Fresh & Silk Flowers it Altar Arrangements 
* Bouquets it Table Flower Arrangements 
Hr Head Pieces it Pew Flowers & Cake Tops 

Save with either of these coupons at 
""1 Wegmans 
A Bridal 

Shoppes! 

I WEGMANS FLORAL COUPON 

SAVE 10.00 
off a 

$100. Wedding 
Valid if booked by 

December 31,1987 f— — — — 
| Wedding 

I Flowers, . 
Bouquets and \ 

I Arrangements i 
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77890 l66295 l 8 | BridalShoppe I 
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WEGMANS FLORAL 
"COUPON 

SAVE 
20.00 

off a 
$200. 

Wedding 
Valid if booked by -

December 31,1987 
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77890"66296 J 
Wegmans Bridal Shoppes 

Please call for a consultation: 

Perinton 223-4092 
Mt Read 6 6 3 - 4 1 2 0 

HylanDr. 4 2 4 - 7 3 6 2 

Penfield 248-3078 
pittsford 2 4 8 - 8 6 8 7 

Please ask for Ext. 131 

We treat your wedding like 
it's our only wedding... 

At the Mapledale Party House 
your wedding continues in the 
grand tradition. Because we 
.know: Certain moments.must 
fast a lifetime. 

Wedding receptions should be 
remembered always as perfect 
occasions. We offer elegant 
facilities and cuisine, plus 
meticulous attention to detail 
that you have come to expect 
from the Mapledale. 

Wedding Special 
Available Friday evenings, Saturday afternoons & Sundays 

$8.50 per person. Includes buffet & 3 hour open bar 
(service charge & tax not included in price.) 

•Minimum of 100 people 
••Previous reservations not included. 

Still Some Choice Dates Available 

1020 MAPLE STREET 436-2112 ROCHESTER, NY 


