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Increase in pro-life activism spurs state-level responses
By Teresa A. Parsons

.

A new range of activist tactics against
abortion has garnered headlines for pro-life
advocates across the country. Prayerful
candlelight vigils that were once a hallmark
of their demonstrations have given way over
the past several years to civil disobedience,
sidewalk counseling and the opening of
"life-oriented" clinics that encourage
alternatives to abortion.
Those tactics may now be tested in both
the New York state legislature and in the
courts.
After a year-long investigation in response
to consumer complaints, State Attorney General Robert Abrams plans to Tile a lawsuit later
this month against three New York City clinics
accused of fraudulently posing as abortion
clinics,, according to Nathan Riley, a spokesman for Abrams' office in Albany.
Meanwhile, New York Secretary of State
Gail S. Shaffer is urging legislators to propose
a state law that would prohibit anti-abortion
demonstrators from coming within 100 feet of
the entrances to hospitals and other medical
facilities.
A spokesman for Shaffer's office in Albany

•

'Essentially, they are
saying that if one has an
abortion, the risks of
serious lifelong health
problems or sterility are
much greater than they
are.'

'They are taking women
who are upset about finding out the truth and
using such euphemisms as
"disturbed" and 'traumatized.'"
David Long
director, Project Life

David E . Crathis
executive director
Planned Parenthood
said Monday that last week's announcement
drew plenty of press attention, but no response
yet from legislators. Both the upcoming lawsuit
and the proposed state law could eventually affect Project Life, a Rochester group that has
infused the local pro-life movement with a new
dose of activism. Project Life sponsors regular demonstrations at several Monroe County
hospitals and doctor's homes, and operates the
Problem Pregnancy Center at 3254 Lake Avenue in^Rochester.

In the meantime, Project Life director David
Long last week announced a new economic attack on hospitals that perform abortions.
"We have a document signed by 25 to 30 local pastors" he said at a news conference during the group's weekly demonstration at
Genesee Hospital Saturday, January 31. "With
their support, we are going to examine ways
of removing Godly support from this institution."
Signers of the document included Father

Final figures put Thanks Giving Appeal just over goal
By Karen M.Franz
The final tabulation, is in, and diocesan
leaders have proudly announced that the
1986 Thanks Giving Appeal is a success.
Pledges exceeded the S3.45 million goal by
nearly 5 percent, or $168,000.
The appeal's success is reflected not only
in terms of the dollar amount raised. In
addition, 127 parishes exceeded their quotas
and more than 8,000 people who did not
contribute last year made pledges to the 1986
campaign. The average gift ($57.01),
meanwhile, was virtually unchanged in comparison to last year's figure.
" I want to thank all the people who
worked with me on this — the Priests
Advisory Committee, the Operational
Steering Committee and, certainly, ajjL the,
priests and people in the field," said Father
Moynihan, appeal chairman. "They made it
happen."
'
"All the real hard work is done out there
in the parishes," he added, thanking all of
those who worked on the appeal at the parish
level. He also thanked the donors throughout
the diocese, especially those who were
disenchanted with last year's appeal but
returned in 1986.
F a t h e r Moynihan noted that the

8,000-person increase in the donor base well
exceeds hopes that the 1986 appeal would
regain at least half of the 13,514 donors lost
in 1985. "People wefe willing to give us a
second chance because we were working to
correct bur mistakes of 1985," he remarked.
• According to Father Peter T. Bayer,
diocesan chancellor, no analysis has yet been
conducted to determine whether the 8,000
figure actually represents former donors who
returned to the campaign after failing to
contribute in 1985. Yet he emphasized that
the increased donor base was very important,
despite the demographic uncertainty.
"It is a tribute to the generosity of people
throughout... the 12 counties, in response to
the needs of the diocesan Church," he said.
" I . , fhihk.. it js overwhelming; it's very
impressive."
Appeal leaders point to the following
factors as contributing to the success of this
year's campaign:
• A return to the parish-based system of
previous years, rather than the centralized
format of 1985;
• reinstatement of the in-hall solicitation
format, rather than the mail campaign
conducted last year;
• the increased involvement of lay people

in the planning and implementation of the
campaign. Special credit is given to Thomas
Schoenwetter, lay co-chairman;
• the emphasis that each gift is important
to the overall effort, regardless of the size of
the gift;
• the establishment of the speakers
bureau, through which diocesan personnel
visited interested parishes to explain why
contributions were needed; and
• the establishment of the Operational
Steering Committee, a group of diocesan
Continued on Page 4

Theod
Anthony Mugavero of St. Theodore's
in Gates,
Long said.
The attorney general's investigation was
prompted by complaints from individuals and
agencies such as Planned Parenthood throughout the state. These detractors claim that the
three New York City clinics have used deceptive advertising and manipulative tactics to prevent clients from having abortions. AH three
clinics are affiliated with the St. Louis-based
Pearson Foundation, which organizes and
funds anti-abortion clinics across the country.
By focusing the lawsuit on three clinics —
one in Brooklyn and two in Manhattan — the
attorney general hopes to establish precedents
that will apply to other clinics across the state.
"We are concerned about problems of deception, about people being led to believe that
these clinics are providing a full range of services, including abortions;' Riley said. "Our objective is to have people clearly describe what
services they provide."
Long believes that the challenges from both
Abrams and Shaffer have been inflated by
"media hypd' and do not pose any immediate
threat to his group's activities.
"My personal opinion is that at least this
first time around it (the legislation) won't pass"
he said.
"If they do go ahead with the lawsuit and
it sets some sort of court precedent in regard
to advertising, then certainly it would apply
here!' he added. "But neither of the local
centers incorporates any of the kinds of deceptive practices used by the Pearson Foundation
clinics. Ijoth are very, very upfront as far as
advertising goes!'
David E. Cruthis, executive director of
Planned Parenthood of Rochester and Monroe
County, Inc., doesn't agree. He has not filed
a complaint with the attorney general against
any local clinics, but hopes that the lawsuit will
affect activities at both the Problem Pregnancy
Center and the Crisis Pregnancy Center, located at 505 Chili Avenue.
Continued on Page 8

Hurry — Last 2 Weeks to Save
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SHAHEEN'S
"ARMLOAD"
WALLPAPER
SALE!

TAX PREPARATION

Joseph D. Mantione

ONLY

Accountant
"Providing professional, personal Tax service - Year Round"

BUYS ALL THE ROLLS OF WALLPAPER YOU CAN
CARRY!*
Let Shaheen's help you celebrate the New Year with a fantastic
buy on closeout wallcovering in our basement. Values of $10 to
$15 per roll. You pay only $19.87 with this coupon and carry out
all the rolls that fit in your arms! Now through Jan. 31.1987.
1 armload per customer.
(Limit up 10 16 single rolls par customer
(Expire* 2/15/87'

CALL 244-9509
2174 Monroe Ave. • Rochester, N.Y. 44618
ABOVE MORAN'S PAINTS and WALLPAPER
I"
LONG FORM SPECIAL*
I
ONLY
'Includes the following
I
forms only: Fed. Form-1040
I
Sch-A, 6\ and W
I $J|C00
NYS Form-it 201
I
New Clients Only
EXPIRATION DATE 3-15-87
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Muralo
INTERIOR
FLAT

Monday, Friday, and Saturday 9-6; Tuesday and Thursday 9-9

tf L k1

563 Titus Ave.
Rochester, NY 14617
(716) 266-4058

Mir- Wtofcfrihiy. ~\

Bookstore, Inc.

20 - 50% OFF
Due to personal health reasons, we regretably have had
to put the store up for SALE.
Tb show our appreciation for your past patronage, we
are offering you 20 - 50% off all inventory. Now is the
time to get that special gift at a real savings.
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For beautiful, lono-lasltng intenofs, there's only on* paint
you should trust. Muralo Ultra.
Ultra vtrtmlty tbrnlnalts t h t tredilional splatter and mess
Msoctat-MwKhpetatlng.AnrJ o n c e * ! * dry. you can wssti
il without taw ot water damage or strutting. Promise
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Reg. • 19.95
(ULTRA FLAT ONLY)
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Muralo Ultra oilers
these unique advantages.
• Dries to a smooth,
luxurious (trust!
• Household dirt washes away
wrth warm water
• No streaking or scrub marks
• Anti-Splatter formula keeps
paint when tt belongs — on
your walls
• Invisible touch-ups
• Fast drying/Odor free
• Easy clean up with water
Cftoose from con remporery
tt»dy-tnifd eotf custom colon
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1400 St. Paul St. (at Driving Park)
OPEN: Mon., Wed., & Thurs. 7:30-6:00
Tues. & Fri. 7:30-9:00 • Sat. 7:30-5:00'
K

266-7500
121 MAIN ST. FAIHPORT
OPEN: Mon. thru Fri. 8:00-8:30
Saturday 8:00-5:00
223-0200

