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TheBible 
A broken covenant 

It was midday on the Sabbath. Most of the 
Hebrews remained in their tents during the 
noon meal, but a few sat outside, greeting 
Moses warmly as he walked past on the way 
to his brother Aaron's tent. Everyone knew 
Moses, the greatest leader in the history of 
the Hebrews. 

Moses said to himself, smiling, "Perhaps, 
at last, these people are beginning to under­
stand the ways of the Lord:' 

Suddenly, the peace of this Sabbath end­
ed abruptly. The sound of a heated argument 
broke the noonday calm, and Moses quick­
ly strode to the tent where the disturbance 
was taking place. One woman was attempt­
ing to wresf a gold necklace from another, 
who was just as determined to keep it. 

"What is the meaning of this?" Moses 
thundered. "All dispute are to be brought be­
fore the judges. And not on the Sabbathf" 

"This woman stole my necklace!" one of 
them protested. 

"She's lying, the necklace belongs to me!" 
the other woman challenged. 

"It's mine|' the first woman persisted, pull­
ing and tugging it from her accuser. 

Moses grabbed the necklace from them 
both and smashed it to the ground in disgust. 

"This necklace belongs to neither of you" 
he shouted, his face reddening. "It bears the 
marks of an Egyptian craftsman, and you 
have allowed this thing to bring sin into your 
lives!" 

Moses turned on his heel and stalked from 
the tent. When his anger finally subsided, a 
vague sense of uneasiness welled up inside of 

him, thoroughly darkening his mood. 
"I should have put an end to this when we 

first left EgypC Moses fretted. 

Eager for the Hebrews to depart from their 
country after the devastating plagues, the 
Egyptians had loaded their former slaves with 
presents of gold, silver and jewelry. The op­
pressed now had the possessions of the 
wealthy. Burdened with these thoughts, 
Moses entered his brother's tent. "Moses, 
why so downcast?" inquired Aaron, sensing 
his younger brother's brooding. 

"How long will it take for you people to 
believe?" Moses complained bitterly. "How 
many more miracles must God perform?" 

"What have I done to deserve this tirade?" 
Aaron objected. 

"I'm sorry, Aaron;' Moses sighed. "I get 
so frustrated with these people who think 
only of their pleasures of the moment. How 
easily they forget all that God has promised!' 

"Maybe your own thoughts are too lofty, 
Moses. After all, how can you expect to un­
derstand such small minds when you converse 
with God?" Aaron chided. "I, on the other 
hand, must be content with the lot of those 
not so privileged to have the ear of God!' 

"Aaron, your remarks sting with resent­
ment" replied Moses in surprise, looking even 
more downcast. 

"How do you expect me to feel?" Aaron 
demanded. "I am the eldest son, and yet God 
chose you as the leader." . 

"God has a plan; we are not to question, 
just obey Him," Moses said firmly. "Tomor­
row, I will go back up the mountain with 

Joshua!' 
"And there's another fitting example of 

how I am passed aver",' Aaron snapped. "You 
choose Joshua as an assistant. Don't I have 
more of a right than he does?" 

"I am leaving you and Hur in charge of 
the Hebrews;' Moses answered. "If there are 
any problems, I am trusting you to make the 
decisions!' he said, turning to leave. 

The next morning, Moses took Joshua 
with him to the top of Mount Sinai. When 
they arrived at the summit, Moses left Joshua 
and went inside the huge cloud that encir­
cled the mountain. He remained there, pray­
ing to the Lord for six days. On the seventh 
day, the Lord called out to Moses. 

God gave Moses many other laws for the 
people so that their lives would be happy. He 
told Moses exactly what He expected of His 
special people in their dealings with others. 
There were laws concerning servants, prop­
erty and the annual feast days for the Lord. 

Then the Lord told Moses about a special 
plan for Aaron. "Now at least my brother will 
be happy!' Moses said. ' . 

A holy tabernacle was to be built. There, 
the Hebrews could go and worship God. 
Aaron and his sons were chosen as priests to 
minister the sacrifices to the Lord. They were 
to be given special garments to wear, and they 
were to be anointed with holy oil as a sign 
of their dedication to God. 

When God had finished speaking to 
Moses, He gave him two stone tablets on 
which He had written the Ten Com­
mandments. 

Meanwhile, down below in the Hebrew 
camp, the people had grown restless. Forty 
days and nights had passed since Moses had 
ascended the mountain with Joshua. 

So the people went to Aaron, and one of 
them stepped forward. "Something must 
have happened to your brother. Make us a 
new leader, a new god to take us to the 
Promised Land!" he suggested. 

"At last the people are coming to me as 
their leader!', mused Aaron. "I must do what­

ever I can to please, them." 
"Tell all of the women to bring their, gold 

jewelry here to me, all of the ornaments that 
the Egyptians gave them as presents when we 
left their country!' Aaron told the people. 

Aaron made a huge fire, and when the 
women presented their jewelry, he threw it 
into a big pot to melt it down. The Hebrews 
formed a circle and danced around the fire. 

When all of the jewelry had melted, Aa­
ron fashioned a golden calf, just like the ones 
he had seen in Egypt. And a huge cheer went 
up from the crowd for Aaron. He was very 
proud and proclaimed. "Here, O Israel, is the 
god that brought you out of Egypt! Tomor­
row, we shall have a feast in honor of our 
god!" 

Aaron made an altar before the golden calf 
and the people cheered even louder. And he 
became prouder still of the new position of 
success he had attained. Never in his life had 
he felt so powerful. 

The next morning, the people brought 
burnt offerings to their new god. They sat 
down to a wild party of feasting and drink­
ing. Aaron built a circle of fire around the 
altar, and the people danced until they wjere 
dizzy. 

High up on Mount Sinai, the Lord told 
Moses, "Hurry, go back down to the Hebrew 
camp and see the rebellious people. They have 
forgotten everything and broken my cove­
nant. My anger shall strike out against them 
and destroy them! I am going to make you, 
Moses, and all of your descendants a great 
nation instead!' 

.For discussion: 
1) How many commandments did the 

Hebrews break throughout this story? 
For further reading: 

1) The story of the disobedience of the 
Hebrews is found in Exodus, Chapter 32:1-9. 

2) The story of the other laws God gave 
to Moses is found in Exodus, Chapter 
20:22-Chapter 32. 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED 
BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING. 

I ROCHESTER I 
M a l c o l m M . N u l t o n . . . — J a m e s R. G r a y 

Four locations for your convenience 
Funeral Homes: 

• Ashton-Smith 
853 Culver Road 

716-482-6260 

• Nulton 
1704 Penfield Road 

716-381-3900 

• Mattle 
853 Culver Road 

716-482-2440 

• Payne-Nuiton 
Macedon, N.Y. 

315-986-7781 

Corbett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G. Blakeslee 
2771 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 235-2000 

Polvino & Granata 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Serving Rochester and Gates 

Frank Granata 
371 Lake Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14608 
(716)458-3341 

| IRONDEQUOIT \ 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Solewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 342-3400 

Michael R. Yrfckiw 
Funeral Home 
1270 Norton St. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 544-5000 

If no answer 342-9300 

Burns-Hanna 
Funeral Home 

1795 East Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716)467-5745 

Dreier — Giltner 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Edward H. Dreier 
Alan E. Giltner 

1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716) 342-8500 

Paul W. Harris 
Funeral Horrie Inc. 
Richard P. Harris 
Charles E. Davis 

570 Kings Highways. 
(corner Titus) 
(716)544-2041 

| GATES | | CHILI | \ GREECE \ 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 342-3400 

Alvah Halloran 
and Son, Inc. 
Funeral Home 

H. Daniel Halloran 
2125 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 247-7590 

Leo M. Bean 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

2771 Chili Ave. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14624 

(716) 2354134 
We Invite Comparison 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd. 

(near Maiden Lane) 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 

Parking for over 100 cars 

(716) 225-6350 

Vay, Schleich 
and Meeson 

Funeral Home Inc. 
"Greece's Largest and 

Most Complete Facilities" 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716)663-5827 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

Serving Greece 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716) 458-6200 

May Funeral Home 
George L May Jr. 

Raymond L. Welch 
2793 Culver Rd. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14622 
(716)467-7957 

| HENRIETTA \ 

Henry D, Halloran 
Son Inc. 

Funeral Home 
5781 W. Henrietta Rd. 
Henrietta, N.Y. -(4586 

(716)i334-9350 
Francis J. Martin Sr. 

Francis Joseph Martin Jr. 

2301 Dewey Avenue 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
Since 1856 865-6746 


