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Sunday’s Readings: (R3) Matthew
3:13-17; (R1) Isaish 42:14, 6-7; (R2)
~Acts 10:34-38.

Next Sunday — the Feast of .the

- +Baptism of the Lord — ends the

Christmas season and begins the cycle of
Sundays in ordinary time. With the
exception of Lent and. the period from
Easter to Pentecost, this secries of
Sundays will continue unbroken
through the year, until next Advent.

The Chtistmas season revealed Jesus

as the Messiah and Lord. The first
Sunday of the year reveals the mission
of Jesus when He is baptized.

Sunday’s first reading is taken from
the first Servant Song. Scattered
through Chapters 40 to 55 of Isaiah are
~four such songs, comforting poems for

God’s people during the Babylonian
captivity. The.servant in these poems is
the chosen one of God with whom Hé is
pleased. On him, God has put His
Spirit, so that the servant might bring
salvation to the nations.

St. Matthew in his gospel makes it
crystal clear that this servant of Sec-
ond-Isaiah is none other than Jesus
Christ Himself. When John jprotests
against baptizing Jesus, Jesus overrides
his protest by telling John that ‘‘we must

. do this if we would fulfill® the Scrip-

“tures. (Note how Jesus identifies
Himself with John: ‘“‘we must...."")
When John gives in, the mighty and
_majestic voice of the Lord thunders over
‘the waters, ‘“This servant is my beloved
Son, my chosen one, endowed by my
Spirit, to be a light for the nations.”
- In the gospel, therefore, the emphasis
is not on the baptism of Jesus. In fact,
_ St. Matthew glosses over the baptism in
one phrase — a participle at that —
“‘having been baptized.”” Rather, the
emphasis is on the theophany that

—follows the baptism: the revetation-that—

God’s servant is Jesus and Jesus is the
Son of God!

This revelation is not made to Jesus
alone, as in the Gospel of'Mark. Mark
writes, “You arec my beloved Son.”’
Mitthew switches to “This is my
.beloved Son.” The Father speaks not
only to Jesus, but to others.

Why the Holy Spirit is represented as

a dove has never been satisfactorily
explained. Maybe there is some tie-in
with the ancient belief that birds were
the messengers of the gods. Wings
certainly were needed, according to
ancient beliefs, to get messages from
heaven to earth. Thus Hermes, or

Mercury, the mythological messenger-of

the gods, has wings on his helmet and
ankles. Borrowing from the Greceks, we
too, adorn our angels, the m&ssengers of
God, with wings.

In this baptismal mc:dent Matthew
probably saw a lesson on what baptism
means for the Christian. At baptism, the
Father gives us the Spirit; the Spirit
transforms our very being, divines us, so
to speak, so .that we become truly
beloved children of God — but children
called to be servants.

- We are baptized, not for privilege, but
for mission: to-serve, to be servants of
God, to bring forth justice to the world.
We accomplish this neither by crying out
on a soapbox nor engaging in a shouting
match with others nor being judgmental
— breaking those already bruised with
sin and despair or quenching the flaming
hope of those almost burnt-out. Rather,
we are called —
— to be a light for the nations.

In his great encyclical on evangeliza~
tion, Pope Paul VI wrote: ““The Gospel
must be proclaimed by witness. Take a
Christian or a handful of Christians who
... radiate in an altogether simple and
unaffected way their faith in values that
go beyond current values, and their

-hope is something that is not seen....

Through this wordless witness these
Christians stir up irresistible questions in
the hearts of those who see how they
live. Why are they like this? Why do

- they live in this way? What or who is it
that/inspires them? Why are they in our

“midst?"’* (EN #21). Tttt
n a word, the Holy Father is saying

that the gospel must be proclaimed by

witness of life. Christ’s baptism was a
call to proclaim the gospel. He did — by
example and by word. Our baptism is

also a call to proclaim the gospel by our

life and by our words - perhaps a
fitting way to begin the Sundays through
the year?

indeed, we are formed .

42“ Memhams Hd (cor. Fairfax)

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED e FREE ESTIMATES

Mon.Tues. 10 AM. to 5 PM:-« Wed., Thurs., Fri,, 10 A.M. to 9 PM.

482-7350
20% OFF

ON ALL NAME

‘BRAND CARPETS...
e SALEM e PHILADELPHIA
e LEES * BIGELOW

& Many Others..

FHEE INSTAI;I.ATIBN ;

- on 15 yards or more.

'SALE ENDS
JAN. 17th, 1987

Note: We do our own mstallatuon

18 Year's Experience in Sefling & Installing
Residential and Gommercial Carpeting

Sat. 10 AM. to 5PM. .

To place a classified ad, call’
328-4340 between 8:30

a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday

through Friday. Classified

ads cost 50 cents a word

with a $7.50 minimum. If

you mail your ad to us, you "
may enclose payment or

include a billing address.

" TRUSTWORTHY person

- deiver. 718-2718027.

needed .
14007 — comnmmmu
‘= St. Theodore’s sress. Assist
handicapped women, occasional
errands, activities. Responsibie
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 ELMIRA / CORNING

The Courier~Joumnal is look-

Bemie Puglisi
clo Courier-Journal
1150 Buffalo Rd

- Rochester, NY 14624

Buy/Sell—General

WMTED...‘izPooph"ho
want to Jose weight sind l Hbl“lll Mﬂll. !l&llllll
-make money. Call Pegay : scoepted, c u mmum
CBBHITOO.. . - nor |- - ene TSR e T e <

Household Goods
T T RS

HOME SWEET HOME. Estate- &
Household Seles. 10 years' expest-
once; free estimates. We aiso buy
accumulations. Nancy Flsherty,

- 5331748

MIDTOWN MANOR

APARTMENTS

FOR AGE 52 AND OLDER
Income and Occupancy

Requirements

* Studio $240 volved in, buliding ol er part of
*One Bedroom $286 your new home. No down payment, -
All Utilities Included _up to 2 years 10 bulid o-o:z,

Monthly Mass Services
~o Blocks from Midtown Plaza @ ¢
On Direct Bus Line :
475 East Broad St.

546-3650

Services

Hand done, poetry, saytnm;
" diplomas, invnatlons, awards,

= work.

Call Eholes 218.4803




