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Father Albert Shamon 

A Word for Sunday 
Sunday's Readings: (R3) Matthew 
3:13-17; (R l ) Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; (R2) 
Acts 10:34-38. 

Next Sunday — the Feast of-the 
•Baptism of the Lord — ends the 
Christmas season and begins the: cycle of 
Sundays in ordinary time. With the 
exception of Lent and. the period from 
Easter to Pentecost, this series of 
S u n d a y s wil l c o n t i n u e u n b r o k e n 
through the year, until next Advent. 

The Christmas season revealed Jesus 
as the Messiah and Lord. The first 

. Sunday of the year reveals the mission 
of Jesus when H e is baptized. 

Sunday's first reading is taken from 
the first Servant Song. Scattered 
through Chapters 40 to 55 of Isaiah are 
four such songs, comforting poems for 
God's people during the Babylonian 
captivity. The .servant in these poems is 
the chosen one of C o d with whom He is 
pleased. O n him, God has put His 
Spirit, so that the servant might bring 
salvation to the nations. 

St. Matthew in his gospel makes it 
crystal clear that this servant of Sec­
ond-Isaiah is none other than Jesus 
Christ Himself. When John ^protests 
against baptizing Jesus, Jesus overrides' 
his protest by telling John that "we must 

. do this if we would fulfill" the Scrip­
tures. (Note how Jesus identifies 
Himself with John: "we must....") 

When John gives in, the mighty and 
majestic voice of the Lord thunders over 
the waters, "This servant is my beloved 
Son, my chosen one, endowed by my 
Spirit, to be a light for the nations." 

In the gospel, therefore, the emphasis 
is not on the baptism of Jesus. In fact, 
St. Matthew glosses over the baptism in 

' one phrase — a participle at that — 
"having been baptized." Rather, the 
emphasis is on the theophany that 

"^follows the baptism: the revelation-that -
God's servant is Jesus and Jesus is the 
Son of God! 

This revelation is not made to Jesus 
alone, as in the Gospel o f Mark. Mark 
writes, "You are my beloved Son." 
Matthew switches to "This is my 
beloved Son." The Father speaks not 
only to Jesus, but to others. 

Why the Holy Spirit is represented as 

a dove has never been satisfactorily 
explained. Maybe there is some tie-in 
with the ancient belief that birds were 
the messengers of the gods. Wings 
certainly were needed, according to 
ancient beliefs, to get messages from 
heaven to ear th. Thus Hermes, or 
Mercury, the mythological messenger of 
the gods, has wings on his helmet and 
ankles. Borrowing from the Greeks, we 
too , adorn our angels, the messengers of 
God, with wings. 

In this baptismal incident, Matthew 
probably saw a lesson on what baptism 
means for the Christian. At baptism, the 
Father gives us the Spirit; the Spirit 
transforms our very being, divines us, so 
to speak, so that we become truly 
beloved children of God — but children 
called to be servants. 

We are baptized, not for privilege, but 
for mission: to-serve, to be servants of 
God, to bring, forth justice to the world. 
We accomplish this neither by crying out 
on a soapbox nor engaging in a shouting 
match with others nor being judgmental 
— breaking those already bruised with 
sin and despair or quenching the flaming 
hope of those almost burnt-out. Rather, 
we are called — indeed, we are formed 
— to be a light for the nations. 

In his great encyclical on evangeliza­
tion, Pope Paul VI wrote: "The Gospel 
must be proclaimed by. witness. Take a 
Christian or a handful of Christians who 
... radiate in an altogether simple and 
unaffected way their faith in values that 
go beyond current values, and their 
hope is something that is not seen.... 
Through this wordless witness these 
Christians stir up irresistible questions in 
the hearts of those who see how they 
live. Why are they like this? Why do 
they live in this way? What or who is it 
that inspires them? Why are they in our 
midst?" (EN #21). ' 

In a word, the Holy Father is saying 
that the gospel must be proclaimed by 
witness of life. Christ's baptism was a 
call to proclaim the gospel. He did — by 
example and by word. Our baptism is 
also a call to proclaim the gospel by our 
life and by our. words — perhaps a 
fitting way to begin the Sundays through 
the year? 

SAVE 

They can provide tome much 
educational equipment for the almoft ZOO 
American Indian children who hve at St 
Joseph's Indian School 

Please help by sending your special gti-t of 
Sfidi Green Sumps, Top Value, Plaid, 
Blue Chip, or Gold Bond Stamps. Or, the 
front panel of Campbell's soup labels toe 

St Joseph's tadtan School 
DcpL38F6 

Chamberlain, South Dakota 57306 

MANTEGNA'S CARPETS & FLOORING CO. 
420 Merchants Rd • (cor. Fairfax) 

482-7350 
25% OFF 

ON ALL NAME 
BRAND CARPETS... 
SALEM • PHILADELPHIA 

• LEES • BIGEU0W 
& Many Others . 

FREE INSTALLATION 
on 15 yards or mora 

SALE ENDS 
JAN. 17th, 1987 

Note: We do our own installation 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED • FREE ESTIMATES 

18 Year's Experience in Selling & Installing 
Residential and Commercial Carpeting 

Monjuet. 10 A.M. to 5 KM • wed., Tnws, Fh\, 10 A.M. to 9 P.M. 
Sat 10 A.M. to 5 P.M. - . 

To place a classified ad, call 
328-4340 between 8:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, Classified 
ads cost "50 cents a word 
with a $7.50 minimum. If 
you mail your ad to us, you ' 
may enclose payment or 
include a billing address. 
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General 

MORTOAaES WANTED H ,011 look 
took-a n a r t a i i ! * * • » MMng your 
property Mid stoatd Ska cash CALL 
M O w K t o S H M T 

Employment 

AOVERTttlNQ SALES Position -
Weekly M M M ^ T is looking tar an 

i l , pa. - M - • > • • » • n | aa l̂aaa4*nld*aMa»eaaiak 

wnnoiic 9Gntmm flsansnaiii aisM • 
AMOdat tm of NVS 

SMks Associate Director 
for Sept., 1987. Cathode achool 

admlntstrailve experience in NVS 
required. Job description and 

particulars sent upon request Send 
resume, recommendations by Feb. 15 

to: CSAANYS, 408 Fulton St , 
. Suite 512. •Boy. NY 12180. 

•stvftoe ftoolvoetot* tswtoty. Com* 

to: Raw. D e a r * W. Meter. Co 
CsarlarJsaraai, 11(0 Burfele Road, 

. NY 14824. 

H O P WANTED • FULL T H E . Typist 

typist. ^ M BwBihafBt 483 
r v R R R w ê ŜBBBBBB̂  aP^Sf̂ ewoaar *r«9j aeypT" 

r i . m i i i m m i l 

ELMIRA /CORNING 
The Courier-Journal is look­
ing for a part-time Advertis­
ing Sales Representative to 
service the BmiiaVCornlng 
areas. Commission, mile­
age, expenses. If interested, 
call (716)328-4340, or send 
letter and resume to: 

Bemie Puglisi 
c/o Courier-Journal 
1150 Buffalo Rd 
Rochester, NY 14624 

W A N T E D . . . 12p«ae*e> 

wawift to>loe*a> V M I Q R M A H I O 

m»tom6nsy.C«nPs«y 
361-1788. , *»..•., 

npr tsm and isWinm m 
T 4 . 1 

HOUSEKEEPER - Flexible, refer-

TRUSTWORTHY person needed In 
14807 — Carpus Christ) and 14808 
— St. Theodore's anas. Assist 
handicapped women, occasional 
errands, activities. Responsible 

- driver. 718-271-8027. 

Household Goods 

Buy/Sell-General *~J5EJ»TJ?Z 10 
ence; bee estimates. We also buy 
accumulations. Nancy Flaherty, 
533-1748 

DO VOU HAVE A PET that needs a 
home? The Ceurier-Joumal arte! print 
your ad for 824)0. Be humane - give 
eamsons a chance to care for your 
fuzzy frlandl Call the C-J et 
z2S-1340toplseeyouraa. 

BUY REPOSSESSED Vit,FmHA, HUD 
tlOaMO foOM e)OVOflNRs)Mf V S J B V pfefl 
repaira. NATIONWIDE! Authority 
U4t Public L a * SMS* . Free 24 hour 
recorded Intoneoeon H017W-1100 
/ 1-501.750-1107. Dept. T-302. 
(NYSCAN) 

* M C E WARM Stashed S*%l Oar best, 
I a n * naeWae :JfPJB> ela* SzMI 

M I D T O W N M A N O R 
APARTMENTS 

J FOR AGE 52 AND OLDER I 
Income and Occupancy 

Requirements 
• Studio SZ40 

• O n e Bedroom S286 
All Utilities Included 

Monthly M a i l Services 
*o Blocks from Midtown Plaza I 

On Direct Bus Line 
475 East Broad St. 

S46-M50 

ATTENTION LAND CWNERS-7 ,7 * 
Construction Fmanclna. a^oooato 
knot vod in, InjRdNis ea er pert of 
your new noma, N O down pa^yejens. 
up to 2 veers to bead. OaaBry„ 
precut materials. For brachure and 
free semlner schedule , c a l l 

encea. East side. 244*720 days. 
ESaaaaVaSaaV aVkaaVeakfaafa** 

Services 

Property 

tam Free letters! see locally. Call 
today! Factery: i-eeo-ar 
enjUiea-OwaCApB 

1BI0 iUNIEDt aslMMMW 
se%. C M io> m c E o«of a 
1 wholeills WWmJ- fiNW 

accepted. Call 1-UO-22M2I2 
avYSCAN) 

Hand done, poetry, sayings, 
diplomas, invitations, awards, 

whatever. Also, matte work. 

Cell Chrtet M i O M a 

IS POOD BUMMIMG YOUR UFE1 

f n s r e t a t a w a y o u t . 

PAINTMM S • A F P U I a l S a ^ Wa­

in favjesaelef. quatttf amrfc. Dan 

M-tttVBiOLL 
Quanty Sendee at Reasonable, news 

MTEUITE rtigfijairfT eesTetrf tar 
- - • • - ' - l a t l 


