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Secular order sponsors Mass to atone for abortion deaths 
A cry was heard at Raman, 
sobbing and loud lamentation: 
Rachel bewailing her children; 
no comfort for her, since they are no more. 

Jeremiah 31:15 
By Teresa A. Parsons 

Historians estimate that the Holy Innocents 
may have numbered fewer than 30. Yet the 
mental images evoked by Matthew's gospel ac­
count, of the young boys' slaughter by King 
Herod never fails to arouse a shudder of 
horror from congregations on December 28. 

In contrast, pro-life groups point out that 
the 1973 Supreme Court decision legalizing 
abortion has claimed millions of innocent lives. 
In atonement for what they regard as a con­
temporary American holocaust, nearly 70 peo­
ple gathered at St. John of Rochester Church 
in Fairport this past December 28 for a Mass 
in reparation for abortion. 

The Mass was sponsored by the Glory of 
Yahweh chapter of Third Order Franciscans, 
a group of nearly 40 lay persons, clergy and 
religious dedicated to living in the secular 
world according to the rule established by St. 
Francis of Assisi in the 13th century. 

Everyone is an aborter in some fashion, ac­
cording to Father Anthony Mugavero, cele­
brant of the Mass and a member of the Glory 
of Yahweh chapter. "All of us are guilty of 
stopping something in our own lives," he 
said. "All of us have dark places where we 
feel threatened, afraid or uncomfortable." 

But the elimination of countless unborn lives 
"is a crime that only heaven knows how much 
it weeps over? he said. "These children'are your 
brothers and my brothers, your sisters and my 

sisters. They have been created for a special rea­
son. They are unique and irreplaceable. 

"My friends, brothers and sisters of ours are 
missing. They are not here and they should be)' 
he added. "Think of the people that are close 
to you. What if they were no longer? What if 
they had never been?" 

The Church ought to demonstrate a stand­
ing commitment to accepting responsibility 
for any unwanted child, Father Mugavero 

said. He also urged those present to take 
some kind of action, and to ask their pastors 
to pray and to speak about protecting 
unborn life. . 

"It is Jesus in the wombs of those dear wom­
en who go to the abortionist, he said. "What 
are we doing for Jesus?" 

This is the first such Mass the Franciscan 
group has sponsored, although they have long 
devoted private prayer and discussion to life 

Teens consider 
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"It's just a natural consequence of life." 

Their parents, on the other hand, might be 
more reluctant to approve. Historically, the 
Catholic Church opposed cremation because 
it was used by certain European societies, in­
cluding the Freemasons, as an act of disbelief 
in immortality and the resurrection. 

The tradition may have even earlier roots es­
tablished during the persecutions of early 
Christians, when the bodies of martyrs were 
sometimes burned and their ashes scattered, as 
a gesture of contempt. 

Gradually, cremation has assumed a more 
'positive aspect as American funeral customs 
have become increasingly materialistic and 
have tended to emphasize the importance of 
the body in what is now regarded as less than 
Christian fashion. 

The Church formally reconsidered its teach­
ing in 1963, when the Sacred Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith instructed bishops 
that cremation was permissible so long as it 

was not ..intended to show contempt for the 
Church or for its teachings regarding the resur­
rection. : 

The Code of Canon Law now. states that 
"the Church earnestly recommends that the pi­
ous custom of burial be retained; but it does 
not forbid cremation, unless this is chosen for 
reasons which are contrary to Christian 
teaching." 

In explaining the Church's traditional point 
of view to students, Father Heyman noted that 
the language Jesus spoke had no word to dis­
tinguish between body and soul. Therefore, 
when He spoke of the body living forever. He 
meant that the whole person would never die. 

"Years ago, people believed that you put the 
body in the casket and put the casket in the 
ground and at the resurrection at the end of 
time, that same body would be restored" Fa­
ther Heyman said. "We believe in the resur­
rection of the body . . . We do not believe that 
this corporeal body will come back. Resurrec­
tion is a transformation, a complete change, 
a re-working in the light of the Lord. It's the 
difference between resuscitation and resur­
rection." 
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January 5th changes. 

Be sure you are! 
RTS Is adjusting its winter schedules to take 

the chill out of getting to your favorite destinations 
during the cold and snowy months ahead. 

Starting on Monday, January 5th, new schedules will be in effect. 
To avoid any inconveniences, pick up the revised timetables for the routes 

you use most frequently. They're available at hundreds of locations 
throughout the area, including our Information Center located in the 

atrium near the Broad Street entrance of Midtown Plaza. 
* For further information, call RTS at 288-1700 (TTY-288-1700). 

Welcome Aboard! 

issues, according to chapter president Martin 
Lynch. Through their private reflectons, mem­
bers decided to invite other opponents of abor­
tion to join with them, in a public act of 
reparation. 

"Part of our calling as secular Franciscans 
is to have a real and profound respect for the 
Incarnation and all that touches oh!' Lynch 
said. "Jesus in a very real way is being assaulted 
and attacked through the unfortunate and ter­
rible abortion experience in our country. As 
Franciscans, we wanted to do something on a 
spiritual level at least, to repair some of the 
damage being done to our Lord" 

Founded nearly a decade ago, the Glory of 
Yahweh Chapter has been formally re­
cognized by the Third Order of Franciscans 
for the past five years. The rule they follow 
emphasizes prayer and assistance to the weak 
and needy. "What's weaker'and more needy 
than an unborn baby?" Lynch asked. 

The group plans to sponsor another Mass 
in reparation for abortion on January 25. Fur­
ther details have not yet been set. 

"We're anticipating that this will be some­
thing that will catch on and that the Lord will 
show us through prayer what direction it 
should take from here;' Lynch said. 

Self-help program for gamblers 
now available in Rochester 

Compulsive gamblers who are seeking help 
can call or stop in at The Health Associa­
tion's Compulsive Gamblers Treatment 
Program, 444 E. Main St., Metro Y, 
Rochester from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Monday 
through Friday or call (716)423-9490. The 
emergency number is 271-0157. 
: All calls and visits will be kept confiden­
tial. 

Divorce Mediation 
An alternative path 

to a divorce settlement 
For further information call: 

Tbm Hanson 

% 1 $$$$0&& 546-7220 
Catholic family Center: 

50 Chestnut Plata 
Rochester, New York 14604 

THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER 

EDWIN SULEWSKI 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

What are some ways to help a child 
who has lost a parent? 

* First it is important to make 
sure the child is honestly includ­
ed in all information and planning. 
This means being honest about 
the death and answering the 
child's questions. It also means 
allowing but not forcing children 
to go to the funeral or visitation as 

-. they wish. Secondly, a child needs 
love and security. Let a child know 
they will be cared for, take an in­
terest in schoolwork and include 
them in play. Some children resent 
being pressured to accept bur­
dens beyond their reach. 'Taking 
over for Dad or Mom" may be too 
much responsibility. Naturally, 
changes will occur but a child 
needs time and help in adjusting 
to them. 
We purchase aH forms of insurance to protect our 
family & assets, not because, we expect the worst to 
happen, but to be prepared. Doesn't i t make sense 
then to prepare tor what will happen. Let our trained 
counselors assist you with the many options available 
in planning tor a worry-free future. 
Burial Cremation Entombment 

SCHAUMAN-SULEWSKI 
FUNERAL HOME 

2100 St. Raul SJL, 342-3400 
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