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or children, the Christ-
mas season translates
into the ultimate ex-
perience of.everything
that is pleasurable.
But, for adults who
have experienced the .
confusion, the sorrow
or the disillusionment of life, Christmas
is a time to be poised for survival. It is
a time when many adults grit their. teeth
and sandbag their emotions to endure, if —
they can, the imposing “joy” of a season
that often brings more sorrow than
gladness.

Christmas is a time of happmess for
children, for whom limited life experience
teaches that the season is exciting if noth-
ing else. For adults, however, Christmas
often becomes a “‘rite of passage’ one
more event to endure before the final event
of death.

While adults may be lhankful to God
for what they do have, they may also ex-
perience Christmas-as an event that helps

" them remember in a distinct way-an ab-
sent loved one, the pain of joblessness or
‘the apprehension of sickness.

How. then. does an adult survive an
event such as Christinas?

Doesn’t the hope for survival-lie in the
mystery of that silent, dark, joyous vet
anxiety-filled night when Jesus was born?
In the same way adults experience Christ-
mas as a “mixed bag” of thankfulness and
sadness, the night of Jesus’ birth was a
composite of incongruities and incon-
sistencies, of excitement and joy. The un-
comfortably chilly air in the stable was
warmed with the breath of smelly
animals; the poor Christ child, wrapped
in swaddling clothes and born into pov-
erty, was adorned with gold, frankincense
and myrrh; the Creator of all existence be-
came as one created.
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Do’rk_ Christmas night

The night Jesus was born into this
world is a night that affected all humani-
ty. That night baptized humamtys fate
into life with God.

That night brings hope to today’s
suffering adults and to today’s suffering
world because, on that night, God proved
to humanity that He knew cold and dirt,
pain and SOFTOW.
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Then as now, God pierced this flesh-
and-bones world of ours and became one
of us one “Dark’ Christmas Night?” i

That wretched night, so dark and dlmly
lit,

A night of worry for travelers whose wit §

Told them that thieves from rocks and ]
brush would try .

To steal what thieves refused or could not
buy.

That solemn night, dark save for one
bright star,

Announced to kings and suffering world
afar

That God in gemle ways was worldly
stirred,

To show the world what ne’er before oc-
curred. -

God did show
That serrow, pam and fear that humans
know
Was His pain too, a part of life on earth,
God felt it all in time at Jesus’ birth.

‘On that still, dark and strangely deathlike

_ night,

God sent his son, Himself, to ease life’s
blight,

And with us feel doubt, hopelessness —
decay

_Jesus became like us on Christmas Day!

Getting Ready for Christmas

This is the way we get ready for Christmas.

First we set up our manger scene. We do this

so my family can remember the real meaning

of Christmas. When Christmas day comes my

friends and family sing sing happy birth day

to Jesus and bake a cake for him. We go to

mass to give God Thanks for the thing that we

have. This is the way our family honors Jesus
on his birthday. .

Jason Herron

St Patrick, Seneca Falls

Grade 3

How to decorate a Christmas tree

How we put up our Christmas tree. The first
thing we have to do is put it together. It is not
a real tree. We don’t put bulbs on our tree. We
use lights, red bows, and animal ornaments.
Our family worked on it together. .

. Michael Hdson
St. Patrick, Seneca Falls Grade 3

How to make a fruitcake

You need 500 eggs, fruit and 700 cherries,
two cups of flour, seven cups of sugar, eight
gallons of cider. Stir it for 600 minutes. Put
it in the oven till it gets hard.

Anne Marie Duttinger
St. John, Humboldt Grade 2

Guess who’s

How to tell Santa
what you want for Christrnas

You cood rut it on a pees uv papr or on a
cooky or you cood rut in on a mog nit. Leave
it on the table for christmas and wen He cum’s
he cood look at it.

’ : Nicole Keehley
St John, Humboldt

Grade 1

First you go to Midtown plaza and you goin.
you See Santa Claus and yo go sit on Santa
lap. They you tell him what you want for
Christmas. You say GoodBye.

Lori Casale
St. John, Humboldt
Grade 1

Christmas At My House

This is how my falmly celebrates Christmas.

On Christmas morning my family gets up and

says a prayer to Jesus. After that we get dressed

and go to Church. The our friends and relate-

tives come over and we have a big Christmas

dinner. Later we exchange gifts, sing Christ-
mas carols, and play games.

Adam Wright

St. Patnck Seneca Falls

Grade 3
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Christmas Day?

| b4
Rund’s
Seafood & Steak House
Serving a Special

Holiday Menu

make your reservations

NOW
424-2424

'Brought forth, that night, the proofthat ﬂ
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How to choose a gift for mom or dad -

2851 W. HENRIETTA RD.
HOLIDAY HOURS: 11:00-8:30

1 want to get dad a key chain for his keys. - Carey Barnard
It says Dad’s Limo on the key chain. I know St. Michael, Newark
my Dad will like. this present. Grade 2

To place a classified ad, call
328-4340 between 8:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday. Classified ;
ads cost 50 cents a word |
with a $7.50 minimum. If
you mail your ad to us, you
may éenclose payment or
inciude a billing address.

CAN YOU buy Jeeps‘Cars*4xd’s
seized in drug raids for under
$100.00? Call for facts today! (615)
269-6701, Ext. 885. (NYSCAN)

HIRING NOW! Construction (all
phases), Drivers, Machinists,
Mechanics, Weiders, Airlines (up to
$32.60Mr). (We know who's hiring.)

General

Services ]

DAYS P d. In-

BABYSITTING -

TransContinental Job Search (308) . .
: 382-3700. Fee required. (NYSCAN) fants up, Lyell-Deico area. 25 years’ P",'.CE w,‘:‘ s"'"::’,io%; Our sb;;;.' IS FOOD RUNNING YOUR U.F-Ei.l ]
THANKS TO the Sacred Heart of : Good 258 -y e iiatod There IS a way out,
Jesus and St. Jude for favor 7461 s O o e e )
: . : $249! Free letters! See locally. Call . ¢
recsived.C.L. Coe ORGANIST NEEDED 1o assist chor  HOUSEKEEPER — Fiexible, refer today! Factory: 1-800-423-0163, ‘?..?f“b‘...‘l”fﬁo.‘."l:;,',"?.'.m&';: , Compuisive Eaters Workshops) ;
diector with Thursday night' re-  ences, 467-6584afterd. anytime. (NYSCAN) facilly, plus feed lot. 4 modem Cail Ann Morrison .
= _hearsals and one Mass on-cs‘t'l'ndays ‘ SALE—TARPAULIN—heavy duty—all houses, rental units, ing 461-2114 Rk
T s = % “‘72_2"“ . 467- ) weather, polythylene nyion rein- swimming pool, ponds, mum_ s & . .
MORTGAGES WANTED #f you took : - A ,'.m. m“.,‘.‘...i"&;‘;';’,.:" mi $2,500 :or acre 'ot:uys all. (318) ]
back a mortgage when selfing your cars, wood. 9x12—$9, 10x12—$10, ° 6732128 Owner. (NYSCAN) Hand done, poetry, sayings,
D i yould e cash CALL . 8x15—$11, 12x12—$12, 8x20—$14, : . diplomas, invitations, awards, 1
WANTED . . . 12 people who RS Iut S-S0 ok Sl 14 whatever. Also, matte work.
. . R
want to lose weight and- 12x22—$22, 12x25—$25, Call Chris: 235-4863 3
make money. Call Peggy 16x20—-$27, 20x20—$35,
Employment 3814788, - 15x30—$38, 20x30—S$50, z :
. 25x25—856, 20x35—3$63. HILL COURT Apartments South. 1 & 2 » ¢
' 20x40—$68, 30x30—381, bm. including heat, hot water and  KOJAN .WALLPAPERI !
25x40—%$85, 25x45—895, cable. Carpeted throughout. 544. painting. Reilable -mte.m and"ln;m 1

30x40—%110, 30x50—-%125, 1788. experience. Fast, bnulllul work,

David Cook, 964-3720. 9
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DO YOU HAVE A PET that needs a

/ G ? 30x60—$150. Pick up or call (518)
4 ? -5537 or 1-800-527-1701, 8 a.m.- 6
. home? The Courier-Joumal will print 827 or B :
) R ELMIRA / CORNIN ’ your ad for $2.00. Be humane - give p-m. Windy Ridge Distributing, Rt. PAINTING & "“’E““"‘G"‘ﬂ tex- 1
- FULL TIME person with training and ¥ The Courier-Journal'is look- [4 someone s chance to care for your 145, Middieburgh, NY 12122 tured-swirt ceilings. Free estimstes, 2
onporionce in office procedures. l P time is W tuzzy friend! Call the C-J at (NYSCAN) ] quality work. Dan Burgmasier, A
Typing necessary. Fee Brothers, 453 W ing 30;";98“ Mta(wivetto . 328434010 place yourad. MIDTOWN MANOR 663-0827
Portiend Avenue. 544-9530. ing esen 4 , APARTMENTS 3
A ' { service the EimiraiComing I = FOR AGE 52 AND%LDER 4
GOVERNMENT JOBS! Now hiing in M areas. Commission, mile [§ = Household Goads - PAINTING & PAPERHANGING : )
your sces , both skilled and "l age, expenses. If interested ¢ m et cierd Income aqd Occupancy P bl
unskiled. For list of jobs and : call (716)328-4340, or send : s .Rg‘:::f:‘;';;o ' QualllsyaSmmsa.tmROLL /
mesn (nvsc:r:)" (615) 383-2827 Ext. v letter. and resume to: ¢ BUY REPOSSESSED VA, FmHA, HUD cOme tudio $2 Sty Roaaommg Flales
- (N ‘ _ 1 Bemnie Puglisi . homes from govermment! $1.00 plus T All Urilities Included
HELP WANTED - FULL TIME. Typist {4 clo Courier-Journal ' repairs. NATIONWIDE! Authority HO.E SWEET HOME. Estate & .Monthly Mass Services
with office experience. Must be ; 1150 Buffalo Rd ¢ U.S. Public Law 93-383. FREE 24 Household Ssies. 10 yesrs' experi- ~0 Blocks from Midtown Plaza
excellent typist. Fee Brothers, 453 W ter. NY 14624 14 hour recorded information ence; free estimates. We aiso biy On Dircct Bus Line B e s s e P
Portland Avenue, 544-9530 for ap- 0 Rochester, : * 1-501-750-1100 / 1-501-750-1107, m.ml."on Nancy Flatierty, 475 East Broad St. . SATELLITE PROBLEMS? Calt Todd for - s
* pointment. ¢ ' Dept. T-302. (NYSCAN) - 5331748 546-1650 fast. courtengs sarvice a1 5088762




