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Melchizedek’s blessing

The old beggar crouched in the door-
way, a figure of desolation. All day long,
he had lifted his cup hopefully toward the
multitudes of people who had filed past
him on their way to the temple. Today
marked the annual tithe observance when
all good Hebrews gave back a portion of
their possessions to the Lord in gratitude
for their blessings.

Vast numbers had come from the sur-
rounding towns to bring their grain, wine,
‘oil and flocks in obedience to thelaw giv-
en to Moses by God long ago. But not one
of these devout upholders of the law had
seen it fittirig to bestow even a smail meas-
ure of kindness on the old beggar who
had stood in their paths.

These people had been far too eager to
get to the temple and stand before the high
priest. In exchange for the peoplée’s tithes,
the priest would bless them and present
their gifts and just sacrifices to the Lord.
No one had wanted to be detained by a

-wretched beggar. The only thing they had
offered to fill his cup with was reproach
and disgust. .

The beggar was loud in his indignation.
“Hypocrites!” he had shouted after them.
“How can you declare yourselves holy be-

- fore the high priest when you care noth-
ing for those who suffer? May you receive
a curse instead!”

The beggar’s laments had little effect
on the crowds, except perhaps to drive
them further away in their total rejection

of him. Finally, he gave up and huddled
near the doorway with his head hung so
low that he took no notice of the man
suddenly standing before him. .
“What is it that you want?” snarled the
beggar in answer to the stranger’s
question.
“Why do you not go with the others to
the temple for the annual sacrifice?”
“With what means? the beggar asked.
“Why do you come before me to mock?”
“Even the very poorest man has much
to be grateful for,” the stranger replied.
The beggar looked up and studied the
man who stood before him. He was nei-
ther tall nor short. He was neither old nor
young. And he looked neither rich nor
poor. But there was something about his
eyes that seemed to penétrate the beggar’s
deepest longings.
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“The only thing I possess in this mis-
erable world is this cup]’ snapped the beg-
gar. “And as you can see, it is quite empty”

“It looks very full to me}’ the stranger
challenged.

“You must be mad! It’s as empty as a
dried up old well}” said the beggar thrust-
ing the cup directly into the strangers
face.

The stranger didn’t flinch a bit. Instead,
he waited calmly to speak until the beg-
gar had withdrawn the cup.

“Jo my eyes, your cup is nearly over-

- flowing with bitterness. And that is cer-

tainly not a suitable tithe to offer the
Lord, now, is it?”

The beggar was dumbstruck for a mo-
ment. When he recovered, he demanded,
"“Just who are you anyway? What busi-
ness is it of yours what my cup is filled
with?”

“My name is Melchizedek, and 1 have
‘come to give you a-blessing;’ he said, smil-
ing kindly.

How can you give me a blessing when .

1 have nothing to give you in return?” the
beggar asked.

“Even youpossess many things;” Mel- -

chizedek replied.
“1 don’t understand;’ the beggar com-

plained. “I have nothing at all to give you.

I had dreams once, but now I am nothing?’

“I once knew a man named Abraham
who loved and trusted God so much that
he was willing to give up his most prized
possession. Abraham would have
sacrificed his only son, Isaac, in obedience
to God” '

“I still don’t see what any of this has
to do with me)’ the beggar said.

“Perhaps you are too hungry to see
thmgs clearly’ Meichizedek rephed “Here
is some bread”

The beggar grabbed the food, and wnh-é

out a word of thanks, ate it hungrily.

“May the blessing of the supreme God,
Creator of heaven and earth, be upon
you,” Melchizedek sa:d.

The beggar looked up then, and Mel- .

chizedek was gone. The beggar was so
stunned that he thought that the stranger
had not been there at all. Perhaps the hun-
ger had done something to his mind. But
then he noticed the half—eaten bread still

. in his hand,

The beggar hastened to hide the bread
inside his torn coat and made his way to-
ward the temple. His eyes scanned the
streets for the stranger. After Searching for
some time, he decided to go into the tem-
ple and see if Melchizedek was to be
found there.

ple and see if Melchizedek was 10 be
found there.

Just before he reached the temple gate,
he stumbled and looked down to see an
old man huddled in a doorway.

“Can’t you watch where you're going?” .
the old man said gruffly.

“Why do you not go to the temple with
the others and make your offering?” the .
beggar asked.

“And what do you suppose I will use
for an offering?” he snapped.

The beggar hesitated for brief moment.
Then he reached into his coat and brought
out the bread. He offered it to the old
man, saying, “Even the very poorest man
has much to be grateful for”
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For discussion:

1) What did the beggar have to give
back to the Lord?

2) What might you offer to God besides
material things?

For further reading:

1) Melchizedek was an ancient priest-
king who gave Abraham bread, wine and
a blessing as he returned home from bat-
tle. In turn, Abraham offered him a tithe
of the loot in Genesis 14:17-20.

2) In Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews,
Chapters 5-7, Melchizedek is discribed as
a supernatural figure who- has a miracu-
lous origin. His name means ‘‘justice” He
foreshadows the eternity of Jesus Christ
because he was a priest forever. .

3) The Lord first instructed Moses about
giving tithes, or one-tenth of the produce
of the land, back to Him in Leviticus
27:30-33.

4) The story of Jesus criticizing the
Pharisees for strictly upholding the letter
of the law while failing in their love for
others is told in Matthew- 23:1-4. Jesus
came to offer something better than the
law. He promised to save anyone who be-
lieved in Him as God.
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THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED
- BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING.
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ROCHESTER

"8'00'“‘ M- "“'t@ﬂn----ﬂ'am‘S'R- Gl'ay
Four locations for your convenience

Funeral Homes:

e Ashton-Smith e Nulton

853 Culver Road

716-482.6260 | 716-381-3900

1704 Penfield Road

-* Mattle * Payne-Nulton

853 Culver Road Macedon, N.Y.
716-482-2440 315-986-7781

Corbett
Funeral Home, Inc.
Roger G. Blakeslee
2771 Chili Avenue

Rochester, NY. 14624
(716) 235-2000

Polvino & Granata
Funeral Home Inc.
Serving Rochester and Gates
Frank Granata *
371 Lake Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14608
(716) 458-3341

Younglove-Smith
‘Funeral Home, Inc.

Serving Greece
1511 Dewey Avenue
Rochester, NY. 14615
(716) 458-6200
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Schauman-Sulewski

" Dreier — Giltner

Paul W. Harris

Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin Sulewski

2100 St. Paul Street

Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 342-3400

Michael R. Ydckiw
Funeral Home
1270 Norton St.
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 544-5000
if no answer 342-9300

Burns-Hanna
Funeral Home
1795 East Ridge Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14622
(716) 467-5745

Funeral Home Inc.
Edward H. Dreier
Alan E. Giltner
1717 Portland Avenue
Rochester, NY. 14617
'(716) 342-8500

Funeral Home Inc.
Richard P. Harris
Charles E. Davis

570 Kings Highway S.
(corner Titus)
(716) 544-2041

May Funeral Home
George L. May Jr. .
Raymond L. Welch
2793 Culver Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14622
(716) 467-7957
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"Schauman-Sulewski
Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin Sulewski

2100 St. Paul Street

Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 342-3400

Alvah Halloran
~and Son, Inc.
Funeral Home
H. Daniel Halloran
+.2125 Chili Avenue
Rochester, NY. 14624
(716) 247-7590

- Leo M. Bean
Funeral Home, Inc.
2771 Chili Ave.
Rochester, N.Y. 14624
(716) 235-4134

We Invite Comparison

Arndt Funeral Home
1118 Long Pond Rd.
(near Mairden Lane)
Greece, N.Y. 14626 _
Ronald John Arndt

Parking for over 100 cars

(716) 225-6350

Vay, Schieich
and Meeson

Funeral Home Inc.

“Greece's La}gest and
Most Compiete Facilittes’

2692 Dewey Avenue
Greece, N.Y. 14616
(716) 663-5827 -

HENRIETTA

Henry D Halloran
Son Inc.
Funeral Home
3781 W. Henrietta Rd.
Henrietta, N.Y. 14586
(716) 334-9350
Francis J, Martin Sr.
- Francis Joseph Martin Jr.|

2301 Dewey Avenue
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HART MONUMENT CO.

Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery

Since 1856
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