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Neighbors find a home at Mt. Carmel
Twelve apartments
in renovated school
By Teresa A. Parsons
Thanksgiving is not a traditional Puerto
Rican holiday, but this year may mark the.
beginning of a tradition for the Sanchez family.
Last week, their dream came true when
Ray and Mildred Sanchez and their two sons,
Edwin, 9, and Ivan, 8, moved into a
brand-new two-bedroom apartment in what
used to be Our Lady of Mt. Carmel School.
Classrooms and chalkboards and linoleum
floors — once the hallmarks of the building's
second and third floors — are all gone now.
They've been transformed by carpeting,
closets and laundry rooms into 12 living units
— six two-bedroom, four one-bedroom and
two studio apartments.
Below the apartments, on the first floor, is
Sister M. Regis Straughn's clothing store,
which nearly doubled in size thanks to the
renovation. In the basement is St. Martin's
.Kitchen, a meal and hospitality program
established three years ago by the Sisters of
St. Joseph.
Throughout last week, the new tenants
gradually moved in. They are a mixture of

blacks, Hispanics and whites, families, single
adults, elderly and disabled persons.
Applicants for the Mount Carmel apartments were screened by the Housing Council
in the Monroe County Area, Inc., and by
Victor Bartolotta Jr., a parish outreach
worker. They checked applicants' references,
housekeeping, credit histories .and family
situations.
To be chosen, applicants had to live in the
Mount Carmel/Lewis Street area, also
known as lower Marketview Heights. They
also had to meet income eligibility guidelines
for low-income persons and be homeless
according to the state's broad definition,
which includes anyone living in substanda'rd
or overcrowded conditions.
Because of an acute shortage of decent,
low-income housing, there were more than
enough qualified applicants. In fact, the
parish alone had more than 65 applicants for
the 12 apartments, and the Housing Council
had a waiting list of its own. Eventually, the
council and the parish merged their lists and
chose residents on a first-come, .first-served
basis.
The Sanchez family has waited more than
two years for their new home. The project
was first announced shortly after they
arrived from Puerto Rico three years ago,

and Mildred, 27, was among the first to sign
up for what was then only a vision.
" W e never knew if we were going to get it
or not," Mildred said. " I was bothering
Victor (Bartolotta) many times, asking could
I see it one more time."
Nevertheless, they pinned all their hopes
on Mount Carmel. While they waited, they
shared a two-bedroom apartment in an old
house on nearby Ontario Street with
Mildred's 25-year-old sister, Idalise, and her
5-year-old son, Jose.
Not only was their old apartment crowded,
but it was also poorly insulated! and drafty,.
Ivan Sanchez, who is asthmatic, began
developing water in his lungs and other
complications. " I think that house was
causing it," his mother said. "He's doing a
little better now."
Even before it was finished, Mildred fell in
love with apartment number 27. "I knew I
wanted this one right away," she recalled.
Chief among its attractions for her were
the apartment's capacious closets and a small
dining area set off from the kitchen. From
her window, Mildred can look across Mount
Carmel's parking lot to the playground
where her boys often play.
Ray, on the other hand, likes the new
Continued on Page 8
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Before they moved into new apartments in
the Mount Carmel school building. Mildred
and Ray Sanchez (rear) and their t w o sons
shared a two-bedroom apartment with
Mildred's sister, Idalise (front), and her son
Jose, 5.

SOMEONE
FOR
THANKSGIVING
THE HOLY FATHER'S MISSION AID TO THE EASTERN CHURCHES

SOMEONE This Thanksgiving, why not give something of
WHO HAS yourself to someone who has nobody? Giving beN0B0DY longs in Thanksgiving.
Attend Mass that morning in your parish church.
Take fifteen minutes to pen a note to someone you
know to be lonely, perhaps to a distant relative.
Visit a neighbor in the hospital, take a moment to
look at the sky. Have someone who eats alone join
your family for turkey and all the trimmings. . .
share the warmth of your home and your spirit.
Better yet. feed someone who needs food.
Picture the homeless, and* hollowed eyes and
swollen stomachs of the millions of people in our
world who simply have no food. Not one bite of
food. This is not a time for feeling guilt about this
tragic situation; that's the easy way out. Put that
mental picture in perspective and recall that.
Thanksgiving is the celebration of God's gift to us.
We ask only that you share.
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Scotchqard

wing chair

Your family's gift of $20 will Help feed a family of
war victims. . . $200 will feed several families in
these refugee camps. S975 will give a two-acre
model farm to a parish in Kerala. India, so that the
priest can raise food for his people, and teach them
better crop production.

It's the perfect accent piece, and it's yours FREE
when you purchase Rowe's matching traditional
sofa and loveseat!

These people are not charity-cases. They are our
neighbors. Giving belongs to Thanksgiving, it's
part of life. How much will you give back to God?
A GIFT The good you can do by remembering the missions
FOR in your Will goes to your credit eternally. Our legal
ETERNITY title: Catholic Near East Welfare Association, Inc.
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If you're searching for that certain touch of elegance to distinguish
your living room, your search is over . we have it in this beautiful
traditional grouping from Rowe. The sofa, loveseat and classic wing
chair offer you the style, durability and comfort of furnishings
priced much higher. All three come in a
Scotchgard) protected, centered cotton
print oanel stripe. And of course, all are
backed by Rowe's limited Lifetime Warranty
your assurance of quality furnishings
made to last.

Sofa and loveseat

$

899

(the wing chair is free!)
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FURNITURE

27 NORTH MAIN STREET
Mt. MORRIS, NY 14510 • (716)658-2234
OPEN M, TH, F.10-9 & TW SA • 1<W • 658-2234
ROUTE 390, SOUTH TO EXIT 7, TURN LEFT, RIGHT AT NEXT U6HT
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