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Despite budget cuts, adult religious education still a bargain

i

By Teresa A, Parsons

If anyone should understand the value of
lifelong education, it’s a teacher. But somehow
that message gets lost when it comes to reli-
gious education.

Each year, the diocesan Department of Re-
ligious Education sponsors a whole series of
five-week courses on subjects from scripture
to basic doctrine, Church history and morali-
ty. Geared primarily for volunteer catechists
and Catholic school teachers, the courses,
known as Continuing Education for Religion
Teachers (CERT) and Adult Faith Enrichment,
are open to any interested adult.

CERT and faith enrichment courses. are
widely recognized as a bargain. For 4s little as
$5 and no more than 310, participants get 10
hours of class time with well-educated and ex-
perienced teachers. They get to share their own
experiences with other faith-filled people. Even
books and other materials are included.

So why were one quarter of all the diocese’s
CERT and adult faith enrichment courses
scheduled for this fall canceled for lack of
registration?

The most obvious reason is that people,
whether catechists, schoolteachers or just in-
quiring minds, didn’t show up.

In Isabelle Fay's experience, people who
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have never attended an aduit religious educa-
tion course are reluctant to take on another
commitment. But at least half of the 17
catechists at St. Patrick’s Parish in Seneca
Falls, where she is religious eddcation coordi-
nator, now take a CERT course each year.

“When they volunteer, I teil people it’s ex-
pected of them)” she said. “If they’ve gone
once, the usually see the value in it. It’s just
getting them to go the first time that’s the
problem?”’

The word is also spreading among other
parishioners, who are beginning to take CERT

" -and adult faith enrichment courses as well.

“I’ve been trying to encourage people that
they don't stop learning other things, so why
shouldn’t they keep on learning about their
faith?” she said.

To become certified, all volunteer catechists
in the diocese are asked to take 20 hours of
instruction in basic methods and doctrine (Lev-

el I CERT), 10 hours each in Church, Scrip-
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" OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS DURING THESE 15 YEARS:

SERVED 15,000 INDIVIDUALS WITH

¢ Free Pregnancy Testing .
. e Referrals and Material Assistance
e Positive Altematives to Abortion through Counselling, Education & Support.

Your generosity has aided our efforts through your donated time, talents and money.

We at Birthright thank you, on behalf of all women
~ and their children, for your interest and support.
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ture, Sacraments, and Morality (Level II), and
10 hours in advanced methods (Level III).
Those are guidelines without a deadline, ac-
cording to Maribeth Mancini, diocesan con-
sultant for adult education..“The-idea is just
that there should be continuing formation)’ she
said. '

But it’s largely up to religious education
coordinators like Fay to inform and convince
volunteer catechists and others not only to
teach, but to keep on learning.

“One of the biggest problems we have is

" communicating to the ordinary person what
programs are availableé for their enrichment,’

. Mancini said. ‘“We rely very heavily on reli-
gious education cordinators to get the word
out”

Location is another factor that can inhibit
-attendance. Although limiting the number of
sessions and centralizing their locations has
helped avoid an increase in CERT fees for the
past several years, many catechists and religious
education coordinators still want CERT pro-
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If you have spare time to join our staff of volunteers in the areas of counselling, clerical-work,
clothing distriibutiion drives, etc. please phone us at 385-2529
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grams in their own parishes.

“We were supposed to have a course here last
year, but it was canceled. It seems like every-
thing in this area is offered in Owego]’ said
Maria Mallins, a religious education adminis-
trator in her second year at St. John the Evan-
gelist in Newark Valley. “Our teachers resent
it. They feel they should have something here,
that it’s just another thing they have to go to.

“I have a bunch of new teachers, and 1 think
it’s very important for them to go}’ she added.
‘“None of us are professional teachers, and we
need all the help we can possibly get”

Not only distance, but also language was an
impediment to catechists from St. Michael’s in
Rochester. So far this year, two of the parish’s
nine catechists traveled to Henrietta for CERT

courses, according to Mary Beth Fuehrer, re- ’
- ligious education coordinator.

“They enjoyed them very much)’ she said,
“but I think we need some teacher training in-
Spanish. All my teachers this year were bilin-
gual to some degree, but 1 know they would-
appreciate a course in Spanish?”

More catechists and parishioners would also
be likely to attend courses if offered in the city,
since many don’t own cars, she added.

‘Like many parishes, St. Michael’s pays
CERT fees for its catechists. Even though her
budget can ill afford it, Fuehrer believes the
cost is worthwhile. “They have to learn more
than I can give them)’ she said.

On the diocesen level, CERT and Adult
Faith Enrichment courses have their own budg-
et crisis. Thanks Giving Appeal funds cover
87 percent of the cost of catechist formation
and adult education. Last year’s TGA short-
fall meant that after three years of steady
growth, the 1985/86 CERT budget was
trimmed by nearly 30 percent ($6,300). The fol-
lowing year, another 22 percent (33,300) was
eliminated. :

Included in the CERT budget are costs for
the prescribed curriculum, catechist congress-
es and other workshops, and such resources
as filmstrips and workbooks. Much of the
resources allocated to the current semester
were expended on three regional catechist con-
gresses in November. Catechists did receive
continuing education credit for the one-day
sessions in Auburn, Horseheads and Rochester.

Continued on Page 8
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“Shadee “Lady~$
Lamp & Shade Shop

Offers Unique Bases and
ALL TYPES
of Lampshades. We will de-
sign for you, or you can
choose from our shop
selection.

“OUR SPECIALTY”
® Lampshade classes  ® Gifts
® Glass Shades @ Lamp Repair

® Shade & Electrical Supplies

* SERVICE *

Rochester's Original Cut & Pierce
Lampshade Shop

Northfield Common/Schoen Place
Tues.- Fri. 10- 4, Sat. 10- 2
385- 7559

Crafts & Christmas

“HA Store /'o'z Al é‘sazqns"

Your one stop Christmas shop
for all your heliday needs
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. We.Carry:
o Artificial Christmas Trees
‘ * Nativity Sets
¢ Garland
¢ Ornaments -
* Lights
¢ Ribbon
* Wrapping Paper
and much, much more!

381-0489

Panorama Outlei Mall
1601 Penfield Road
Rochester, New York
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