
Thursday, October 9,1986 GOUWER-JOURNAL 
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B R I D A L F A V O R S 

MARTHA'S Cake 
Decorating Supplies 
Wedding Ornaments with 

Ceramic Figurines 
I tal ian Doil ies (Bonbonnarie) 

Gaits — 
1726 Long Pond Road 

22M770 

B R I D A L S H O P S 

Featuring Over 500 Gowns 

424-6360 Soathvicv rommons 

MofltThufS. 10-9 » 15.VE Henrkua Rd 
Saturday 10-5 Exit 16 off R> 390 

The Bride and Groom Shoppe 
A COMPLETE WEDDING CENTER 

Brides 

Mothers 

Maids 
Proms 

716-342-1460 
2062 E. Ridge Rd. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

The day of your 
dreams deseryes the 
gown of your dreams 

The JC Penney Bridal Salon 
At Longridg* & Marketplace 

Stores Only 
Umgrfdge Mall Marketplace Mall ?2S-SM0 424-1010 

Betty Kawiak's Bridal 
225-2*50 

Wf carry thf nrwrv style* and Urgrst selection 
i>f romantic bridal gown* bridesmaids Hower-
Kirls and mothers ^owm Wf also specialty* in 
the full figured sue* 

Buckmin Plaza - 2590 W. Ridft Rd. 

Fn ir Sit lOim-Spm Wm 

D I S C J O C K E Y 

" ^ f tflr*f faje*ffl#rtt 

PHOFCSStOHtiL DISC « • £ & 
JOCKEY semvice * e » — 

•Hhen Only the Heir will In," 

Wedd ings . Gradua t ions . 
Anniversar ies . Banque ts 

/ 6714 Rt 96. V ic tor / 
0 2 4 - 4 O 8 S / 

$15.00 off with this ad 

D R E S S M A K I N G 

Yes, vou can sew vour own 
beautiful wedding! 

faVc .nKintdge of nur a»mplctc line ot 
ijt^iiv*.. Idee, headpiece-, trims, illusion-.. 

f tpenemed Dressmakers available 

<$K patricias' 
i • 6J1 P.tlsforrt ViclOf Btj 

vjy Oil H0U1» 490 ElSt Oil! 
248-2362 Bushnell s Basin. N Y 

F L O R I S T S 

% H E G E D O R N ' S 
Oe.4 U,<IK<- !<<< . W r h s l r r 

. k.-

* 
* 

11. mlv TVs. -.1 

•il i l ir 

* 

XT WW********** *** 

; Flor.il I'.n kAKT" 
I V i . l ^ M i - n j l I v I >rr.>rdtci) 

Wfdt i tnK ( .ikr-. 
' iplptc Wedding Buffet f ' . ickjxps 

. through the eyes of (he artist 

SiA Dtord JrHilry 
rvr/iisfw fii'sft'n* /» 

Bitrbuftt Iuppu Amico 
silk and fresh < $ 

for appointment fjhone 

6715725 Of 671-6397 

53 Hitchcock Lane 

Rochester NY 1*625 

F U R N I T U R E 

MANGURIAN'S 
FURNITURE 

CARPETS • BEDDING 
531 Monroe Ave. 

Corner of S. Goodman St. 

H O N E Y M O O N S 

Your Honeymoon is 
an investment in memories 

Evening Hour1, by 

-J* Appointment 
' T , J The Bam Bazaar 

• ' • S t * y Clover St at Jefferson Rd 
Uraper pntsford. w 14534 

Travel I^MS-MM) 

H O T E L S 

"PD Luxury 
1— Budget 

Inne 
ROCHESTER LOCATIONS 

Greece Brighton 
1716)621-2040 (716)427-01)0 

!"TCM.I 800-441-44791 

FKEt lla M jeMfWnilJ 

J E W E L E R S 

For Diamonds , Watches, 
Wedding Bands-and Jewelry... 

Stop in to soe> 

Bernard J. Hsnsler 
& Son Jewelers 

. 9th Floor Sibley Tower Bldg 
Downtown 

4 5 4 - 0 9 1 8 

/J^ftJRE 
$60 Rrctor Rd W £ « t Rochester 

iDrvtn Shop*; iTprhnlptet Mall) 

6 2 1 - M M M 1 S 7 I 9 

Pituferd Piece 
1300 Monro* Ave 

&SM14S 

Buy his wedding bartd, receive hers free 

N E W S P A P E R S 

1986 
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2H - t I m e n "-t 
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R E C E P T I O N S 

1*̂  Aew Special Wedding Packages 
to fit Every Budget 

Call 248-2660 for Reservations 
1361 Marjh Rd ' Pmsford. NY 

THE DOUD POST 
We have the reputation for making 
your big day one to remember at a 
cost you can afford. 

We also speciality In . . . 
Rehearsal Dinners & Private Parties 

Call tit for Detain 
898 Buffalo Rd 

Rochester Nf* 14624 339-3779 

loll 
tenoedK MNCkeMSSISrt 

Accummooations 

is 100 

Wedding ponsultant Available 

, , . , , ' • . 3865 Buffalo Rd 
Fr lda»Ev.n ln 9 i * , c o r n e f w h m , e r ) 

Sat atltrMM-soKUl raw 594.9950 

)gah2 
(718) 235-6971 

FM PMITE POTIES 

A,«H0ccuwoasMmf HOUSE I W 

WEDQINGS. WlOUFIS • DANCfS 
SAIES PflOMOT'nMS • SOWIING PARTIES 

aC'REMEHI "ARIIES • CIAMBAKES • BUFFETS 

1420 SvtflKlM And 
RKMltn »f 14624 

Mar t O'Caaiw 
RlOanl O ' C M I W 

The Maplodalm 
Party House 

is prepared to "beat" any 
legitimate, competitive price. 

1020 Maple St., Rochester 
430-2112 

The? P a r t y H*>MM*> 
. . . f o r a i x - n u t i f u l 

w«-rlctinif rfc-t-|»t'if»n 
h'ttr mervrtltnn* rati 

235-54>54 
677 B.uh. in R<l. 

X ROCHESTER HILTON 
Wedding Receptions 

Rehearsal Dinners 
Group Room Rates 

475-1910 

P H O T O G R A P H E R S 

WEDDING CANDIDS 
by Burt Shapiro 

PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO 
2 5 % Off Wadding Invitations 

Free Tux for the Crottm 

' B u r l Shapiro Photography 

(716-244-3554) 

T U X E D O S 

CORNER 
Free Tux for the Groom! 
— W i t h T h i s C o u p o n — 

. minimum party of 6 01 moie • 

2M-S511 

V I D E O 

EASTERN VIDEC 
PRODUCTIONS INC. 

381-6350 

Steuben County parishes revel 
in century-old, small-town spirit 

By Teresa A. Parsons 
Before there was a Catholic church in the 

village of Liberty, residents used to walk nearly 
20 miles to Church of the Assumption in Per-
kinsville for Sunday Mass. 

In 1861, Liberty's Catholics built their own 
church and called it St. Pius V. 

Since then, Liberty has become Cohocton, 
and Perkinsville's church has been renamed 
after the Sacred Heart of Jesus. But a distinc
tive spirit has survived in both places, which 
Sacred Heart parishioner Dan Wensel calls 
"family!' • 

Each small community has its share of life
time residents arid relative newcomers, potato 
farmers and Kodak employees, young and old. 
They linger together at each church long after 
Mass, whether or not coffee and doughnuts 
are served. 

"There's just nothing like a small commu^ 
nity church;' said Pat McCarthy, parish coun
cil president at St. Pius V. "You're known by 
people. You take part in the liturgy. You feel 
that your presence in the church is important 
and you're missed when you're not there, which 
is nice!' ' 

As both parishes celebrate more than a cen
tury of-service this year, they share more than 
a neighborly spirit. For the past six years, they 
have also shared a single pastor, who follows 
the route Cohocton's pioneers once trod be
tween parishes. 

Even minor changes are a little like earth
quakes in a small town. Since their pastor re
sides in Cohocton, Perkinsville has felt the 
greater sense of loss. "It hasn't affected us that 
much!' said Betty Engel, a Sacred Heart 
parishioner. "But at first you really felt his 
absence." 

In Cohocton, they understand. Even when 
a pastor is transferred, Loree Dispenza said, 
"it breaks your heart:' 

Both communities have become accustomed 
to the arrangement and many now feel for
tunate to have a priest at ail. 

"It's kind of a cycle really;' Engel said. "At 
first, when there was no church, the priests 
visited only occasionally and you saw them 
about once a month. Back then the commu
nity was all scattered, but now it's more cen
tralized. It just takes some getting used to." 

Gradually, the parishes have begun to share 
in programs and activities, from a joint bulle
tin to the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) to fundraisers. 

Continued growth in that direction is among 
the dreams of the current pastor, Father 
Ronald P. Harley. "I'd like to see Perkinsville 
and Cohocton share more cooperative minis
try!' he said. "It's happening slowly, and in 
some cases painfully. 

"The task of calling forth good leadership 
is one of the biggest tasks for pastors in rural 
areas;' Father Harley added. "I'm not the only 
minister here. Ministry is just as much (the 
parishioners') responsibility as it is mine. We 
need to begin to understand our common 
ministry better;' 

Keeping a balance at 150 
One hundred and fifty years ago, a priest 

from St. Joseph's in Rochester offered the first 
home Mass celebrated in Perkinsville. 

Two years later, residents built a log cabin 
on a hilltop to serve as their church — the first 
Catholic church established south of Roches
ter. Last month, Sacred Heart of Jesus 
parishioners marked the community's 150th 
anniversary with an outdoor Mass at the site 
of that cabin, now marked by a stone cross. 

At its peak, the parish claimed 600 families. 
For more than a century, it supported a school. 

Today, about 80 families belong to the par
ish. "We're so small that you really have to dig 
down deep to support it;' said Fran Morsch. 

Morsch has lived within 200 feet of Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Church for all his 75 years. 
Along with one other boy, he made up the en
tire graduating Class of 1925. That was the year 
the combination school and convent building 
was opened. > 

Like Morsch, Betty Engel's roots run deep. 
She too was born and raised in Perkinsville, 
and graduated from the parish school more 
than a quarter-century later. 

"It always was that everybody knew every
body;' she'said. "They were always ready to 
pitch in when somebody was sick or having 
problems:' 

Others have been drawn to Perkinsville be
cause of its friendly spirit. Dan Wensel began 
coming to the parish 10 years ago. "I was at
tracted by a particular pastor, but I stayed be
cause I like the small kind of parish;' he said. 

Because everyone knows everyone else, par
ish programs happen kind of informally at 

» ^ « r , • .» . -».«.».* . • . * . « « . « 

Teresa A. Parsons/Courier-Joumel 
Sharing her neighbors' joys and sorrows is 
just part of smaM-town life, according to 
Loree Dispenza, a parishioner at St. Pius V 
in Cohocton. Both St. Pius and Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Parish in nearby Perkinsville cele
brate more than a century of history this 
year. 

Sacred Heart. Back in 1952, Engel noticed that 
her mother and other parish seniors were often 
lonely. So she started inviting them to a First 
Ftjday service, serving lunch afterward on card 
tables in the back of the church. 

Now close to 100 seniors gather from the 
surrounding towns every First Friday to social
ize and enjoy "a good hot meaT 

Parishioners hope that next month's out-
. reach to young people will be equally success-̂  
ful. All couples married at the church during 
the last 10 years have been invited to a social 
in November. 

"We're trying to get that age group back to
gether and hopefully get them involved. It's not 
unusual for any parish to lose that bracket of 
peoplej' Wensel said. "What has emerged . . . 
is a concern that with the young people leav
ing and the old people dying, we need to have 
some kind of involvement and outreach to 
these people:' 

Although the parish's intimate size is what 
attracted him to Sacred Heart, Wensel noted 
that becoming too small could be a problem. 
"I'd like to see it (the parish) stay as vital as 
it is now and I'd like to see us bring back the 
younger ones and keep them;' he said. 

Sharing good times and bad at 125 
Parishioners will celebrate St. Pius V's 125th 

anniversary Sunday, October 19. Bishop Mat
thew H. Clark will celebrate an anniversary 
Mass at 11 a.m. in the church, followed by a 
reception back in the parish hall. 

Then at 1:30 p.m., parishioners will gather 
at Way land Centraf School cafeteria for a Har
vest Dinner prepared and served by a group of 
women from the Lutheran church. "That's so 
we ladies can sit back and enjoy ourselves," 
Loree Dispenza explained. 

That's typical of the strong ecumenical spirit 
in Cohocton. "We know each other, and 
whether you're Protestant or Catholic, there's 
a genuine concern for each other;' said Ruth 
Sprague, parish secretary. 

In addition to an anniversary, the commu
nity is also celebrating the blessing of a new 
memorial carillon which once again peals mes
sages of joy and sadness throughout the town. 

"We used to have a bell, but it cracked or 
something. Then we had a carillon, which went 
kerphlooey;' Sprague said. "We missed the 
bells." 

But it wasn't easy to raise the money for new 
ones. "We are not a wealthy community;' she 
explained. Many people are retired and living 
on fixed incomes. Some have suffered from re
cent layoffs at Foster Wheeler, a local manu
facturer. Those who farm for their livelihood 
are also struggling. 

But the loyalty and determination of their 
predecessors, who walked 20 miles to Mass, re
mains a characteristic 

"We're a little congregation, but any time 
something is planned or something is needed, 
the people come through;' Dispenza said. 

Continued on Page 6 Eg" 
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