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Clerical couple to advocate
advantages of interfaith unions

By Teresa A. Parsons

When an ecumenical marriage founders,
people are bound to say that the difference in
faiths was a factor.

When an ecunienical ‘marriage lasts as
Brian and Lynne McNulty’s has, the same
people observe that they must be together- in
spite of their backgrounds.
 In other words, ecumenical marriages are
still viewed as problems rather than op-
portunities.

That is an attitude the Deacons McNuity
politely dismiss.

“‘If you are having problems anyway, the
differerice (in faiths) is just one more thing to
fight about,”” said Brian. ‘“The reality is that
two human beings are going to have different

" experiences and attitudes regardless of how
they were brought up.

““‘When you are involved in an ecumenical
marriage, you end up having to answer all
. the difficult questions about why you do
" things a certain way,” he said. ‘““To be
challenged like that can be a great opportuni-
ty for growth.”’

“You become more well-informed and
deeply attached to your own tradition,”’
Lynne added.

So deeply attached are the McNultys to
their respective traditions that last June they
became among the first husband-and-wife
deacon teams in the country. On June 7,
Brian McNulty, 36, was ordained to the
permanent diaconate in the Roman Catholic
Church and assigned to St. Augustine’s
Parish, Rochester. . Several weeks later,
Lynne, 38, was ordained to the Episcopal
diaconate and assigned to St. Stephen’s
Parish across the street.

They reached their vocational decisions
separately. ‘‘It’s something that came to us
as individuals, but which we pursued
together,”” Lynne said. ‘I didn’t talk him
lntO it or v1ce versa

Both studied for four years in basically the
same program (the Episcopal diocese has no
program of its own, so candidates participate
in the Roman program). Brian will now serve
a one-year internship, whereas Lynne will
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serve for ‘two. She is one of only two
permanent deacons in the Episcopal diocese.

. *“‘Most people go on to become priests,’” she

Said- @

Although she considered the priesthood,
Lynne discovered that she was attracted to
the particular role of a deacon. During
several years in the seminary, Brian also

Tconsidered priesthood, but chose marriage,
fatherhood and the diaconate instead.

“‘A priest is more a parish administrator.
For a deacon, the door is left open to
interpret the needs of the world to the
Church and the needs of the Church to the
world. They are not tied into those other
duties,”” Lynne explained. ‘‘One of the big
needs I see in the Church today is for clergy
to be outside the door, not inside.””

Each of them is committed to 10 to 15
hours of church work per week. Their duties
and privileges are similar. Both visit the sick,
preach, teach, assist at litugies, and preside
at funerals, baptisms and weddings. Both
also serve on ecumenical commissions. But
they hope to focus their téam ministry on
supporting ecumenical marriages, from pre-
-nuptial preparation to the golden anniver-
sary. -

Among their first projects is a presentation
they will give at an Anglican/Roman

_Catholic Conference Wednesday, October

22, on “‘Preparing and Caring for Ecumeni-
cal Marriages.”’ )

According to the -McNultys, such mar-
riages are neither prepared for nor cared for
systematically in either of their two denomi-
nations.

In fact, Lynne termed interfaith marriage
preparation ‘‘abysmal,”” and ongoing sup-
port for couples after marriage ‘‘nonexistent.

‘‘You’re going along, doing all right as a
couple, and then you stick out your hands
together and say ‘What do we do now?,’ and
there’s nobody there to grab onto,’’ she said.

Since they were married 15 years ago, the
McNultys admit, most churches’ attitudes
toward ‘‘mixed marriage’’ have come a long
way. One reason is that interfaith marriages
Continued on Page 5
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‘‘GO BOWLING”’

* *

“GET A TEAM TOGETHER”
LEAGUES START IN OCTOBER

*
NOW FORMING
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FULL MENU
PASTA DINNERS
STARTING AT $5.95
VEAL & CHICKEN DINNERS
STARTING AT $9.95

SEAFOOD DINNERS
STARTING AT $7 95
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THE BEST LllTLE ITALIAN RESTAURANT lN ROCHESTER'

ALL THE PASTA

YOU CAN EAT!
Tuesdays & Wednesdays
Choice of:

Spachett, Rxgatom or Ziti,

served with: 1 Meatball.

Salad and Bread-n-Butter.
For Only $3.95

- Kids 12 and Under

Only $1.99,

ITALIAN — AMERICAN CUISINE AT IT'S BEST!
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Tuesday Nite
Mixers

LUNCHES SERVED MONDAY -FRIDAY
11 am to 2:00 p.m.

SERVING DINNERS:

1313 N. Goodman St.

. T Cr;’:’{,,if::‘e MONDAY-THURSDAY 400 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Acros trom Bausch & Lorob
\ FRIDAY & SATURDAY 400 pm to 1030 pm - Rochester. NY. 14609
Bowl 28 Weeks! exom s o e seres
. - ‘

STARTS OCT 7, 1986

* 5 PER TEAM

* 3 MEN-2 WOMEN
(or 2 Women-3 Men)

TIME — 6:45 PM
COST $6 PER PERSON
Banquet & Awards Included

CALL NOW 424'2590
Let’s Go Bowling!

Your “sslent chauffeur for easy driving.

These custom control modules
duplicate the factory controls
incorparating set speed,
resume, accel, decel., or
coast. Windshield wiper, horn
and headlamp functions
where applicable. Full year
warranty — no mileage
fimitation.

AIRCONDITIONING
SOUND SYSTEMS
DEFOGGER/
DEFROSTERS
RADARDETECTORS
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