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Many years had passed since Pharaoh’s
daughter had discovered the Hebrew baby,

Moses, floating in a basket on the Nile
River. Moses had grown to be a man and
still lived in Pharaoh’s palace. But his own
mother had taught Moses about the God of
his forefathers. And, after all this time,
Moses had never forgotten the one true
God of the Hebrew people.

Moses went to see his family often. One
day, when he arrived home, his mother
greeted him and said, *‘Moses, your friend
Ephraim is here waiting to speak to you.™’

Moses had known Ephraim for so long
that he though of him.as his own brother.
“Ephraim, it's good to see you,”” Moses
said as he entered the room. “‘It’s been too
long.”

‘‘Perhaps, my friend. you are too busy
serving at Pharaoh’s court,’
with a bitterness that surprised even
himself. Then seeing Moses’ hurt
expression, he added, ‘‘I'm sorry, Moses. |
haven’t been myself lately. The new work
guotas have worn me out.”

Moses observed his friend for a moment
before he answered. Ephraim’s face was
ruddy and weather-beaten like an old ship.
His eyes were.lined deeply from years of
working in the hot Egyptian sun.

““The words of someone close to me do
sting,”” Moses replied, his face saddened.
“But your words are true, so there is
nothing to be sorry about. I had hoped that
things fared better with you since your
appointment to supervisor."’

to get only worse,”
[ must report my own

“Things seem
Ephraim replied.

' Ephraim said -

Hebrew brothers who are riot able to meet
the impossible quotas. If they were to make
bricks even as they sleep, | fear they could
never meet Pharaoh’s demands.” ’

“And so, what does tHat make me?”’
Moses cried. ““While | live an easy life at
court, my own people are Pharaoh’s slaves.
I am no better than this cruél king!”’

‘“‘Now you are being, too hard on
yourself,’” Ephraim said kindly. ‘‘But there
is something that you can do for our
people.”’

‘‘What do you propose that | should do,
Ephranm”" Moses asked.

*It’s no secret that you are well thought
of in high places,”” Ephraim said, smiling
briefly. *‘If you could speak to the right
people, the work -quotas could be lowered.
If not, I fear that many of Pharaoh’s
Hebrew slaves will die.”

Moses hugged Ephraim before he left
and said, ‘I promise that tomorrow [ will
come to the work camps and see things for
myself. Then | can make a full report to
Pharaoh. Don’t worry.”’

Moses sat quietly for a I(}?ng time after his

friend had gone. Finally, his mother came
in and broke the silence. {*‘Moses, you are
so troubled.’" she said softly. ““What is it,
myson?”’

*I am ashamed of my life, mother,”’ he
answered. ‘‘How is it that I five in the home
of the very person who persecutes my own
peop!e" :

“Ah but you are lookmg at things
through your eyes,”" she said. ‘‘Perhaps
God has placed you at the very spot where
you can do the most good for our people.”’

“*But | want so much to free them from

Pharaoh’s burden! How can [ ever do
that?” !

““It wasn’t always like this,”’ she replied.
‘‘Long ago, a Pharaoh ruled who looked
kindly on our people. Things were good for
the Hebrews in Egypt. But even then, God
made a promise to Jacob, a promise that is
yet to be fulfilled. More than 400 years ago,
God promised Jacob that someday He
would bring all of Jacob’s descendants
back to Canaan again.’

‘I hope that we see this promise fulfllled
during our lifetime,”” Moses said, his voice
trailing off.

When Moses arrived at the work. camp

the next day, he was shocked and angered
by what he saw. The people worked
continuously, and evén women were forced
to help carry heavy loads. Some of the
Hebrews were making bricks and placing
them to dry in the hot sun. Others
transported bricks to laborers who worked
on -the buildings. Nowhere did Moses see
anyone rest or stop to take food or water.

He had seen enough. Moses planned to
go to Pharaoh immediately. Just before he
turned to leave, he spotted Ephraim behind
one of the buildings. A heated argument
was going on between him and an Egyptian
official. As Moses walked toward them, the
Egyptian suddenly. struck Ephraim -and
knocked him to the ground.

Moses was so enraged that he rushed
over and — without thinking — killed the
Egyptian. Ephraim helped him drag the
Egyptian’s body out of sight, and together
they buried it in the sand. .

“The blood of the enemy is on my own
hands,”’ Moses said, his voice shaking. ‘I
was sick at heart about what | saw here
today.”’

If Pharoah learns of this killing, we’ll

have worse trouble than we have ever -

known,”’ Ephraim cried.

“l don’t think that émyone saw us,”
Moses said anxiously. ‘“Go back to work,
quickly now. [ must leave.”’

Moses was frightened and saddened by
what had occured. Instead of going back to
the palace, he went straight to his mother’s

house. ““Stay here until morning,”” she
advised. ‘‘Maybe this man will not be
missed.”” *

During the night, someone pounded at
the door. “‘Moses, come qulckly"’ a voice
cried. “Hurry!”’

Moses ran and opened the door to find
Ephraim. ‘‘Someone has
Pharach about the incident,” he said still
out of breath. *‘Pharaoh has ordered that

~you are to be arrested and executed

immediately!”’

““Son,”” Moses’ mother cried as she
entered. ‘“*You have no choice but to go.
Quickly now, before the darkness of night
no longer hides you.’

‘1 have failed everyone,’’ Moses sobbed
““I have sinned against God by killing a
man. And I will leave my people to be
slaves. I suppose there is nothing left for me
to do but run away in disgrace.’’

Moses fled alone and with'nothing far
into the land of Midian. And for a second

time in his lifetime, his mother trusted her.

son to God.
o o

.For discussion:

1) Why was Moses ashamed of his life?

2) What promise did God make to Jacob
many years ago?

3) Pharaoh had made the Hebrew people
his slaves and forced them to work very
long and hard hours. Was it wrong for
Moses to kill the Egyptian official?

4) When was the first time that Moses’

informed.

mother had trusted her son’s well-being to .

God?- °

For further reading:
. 1) Moses commits murder and ﬂees from
Egypt. The story is in Exodus, Chapter

-2:11-15.

2) The story of God’s pr(;mise that He will
bring Jacob’s descendants out of Egypt is in
Genesis, Chapter 46:3-4.
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THSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED
BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING‘

- | ROCHESTER

Malcolm M. Nulton.......James R. Gray

Four locations for your convenience ’
Funeral Homes:

|

o Ashton-Smith

) 853 Culver Road
716-482-6260

~ ¢ Nulton
1704 Penfield Road

716-381-3900

o Mattle
853 Culver Road
716-482-2440

]
e Rayne-Nulton
M‘acedon, NY.
315-986-7781

Corbett
Funeral Home, Inc.
Roger G. Blakeslee
2771 Chili Avenue

Rochester, N.Y. 14624
(716) 235-2000

Rolvino & Granata
Funeral Home Inc.

Serving Rochester and Gates
Frank Granata
371 Lake Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14608
(716) 458-3341

Schauman-Sulewski

_Funeral Home: Inc. |

Edwin Sulewski
2100 St. Paul Street

Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716)"342-3400

IRONDEQUOIT |

Michael R. Yackiw
Funeral Home
1270 Norton St.

Rochester, N.Y. 14621
- (716)-544-5000
If no answer 342-9300

Youngiove-Smith
Funeral Home, Inc.

Serving Greece
1511 Dewey Avenue
Rochester, NY. 14615

(716) 458-6200

I
Burns-Hanna
FuneralHome
1795 East Ridge Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14622
(716) 467-5745

Edward H. Dreier
Funeral Home Inc.
Edward H. Dreier

Alan E. Giltner .
1717 Portland Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14617

(716) 342-8500

Paul W. Harris
Funeral Home Inc.
Richard P. Harris
Charles E. Davis
570 Kings Highway S.
(corner Titus)
(716) 544-2041

May Funeéral Home-
George L. May Jr.
Raymond L. Weich
2793 Culver Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14622
(716) 467-7957
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Schauman-Sulewski
Funeral Home Inc.
Eadwin Sulewski
2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, N, 14621
(716) 342-3400

Ailvah Halloran
and Son, Inc.
Funeral Home
H. Daniel Halloran
2125 Chili Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14624
(716) 247-7590

Led M. Bean
" Funeral Home, Inc.

2771 Ghili Ave.
Rochester, N.Y. 14624
(716) 235-4134

We Invite Comparison

L

' Arndt Funeral Home
1118 Long Pond Rd.
(tnear Maiden Lane)
Greece, N.Y. 14626
Ronald John Arndt

Parxing for over 100 cars

(716) 225-6350 .

Vay, Schieich
and Meeson

Funeral Home inc.
“Greece’'s Largest and

Most Complete Facilities™

2692 Dewey Avenue
Greece, N.Y. 14616
(716) 663-5827

I HENRIETTA l

Henry D. Halloran
Son Inc.
Funeral Home
5781 W, Henrietta Rd.
Henrietta, N.Y. 14586

(716) 334-9350 -
Francis J. Martin Sr.
Francis Joseph Martin Jr.

2301 Dewey Avenue

T

HART MONUMENT CO

Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery

Since 1856
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