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Writer says group misunders

To the Editor:

This letter 1s to reply to the comments made
by Joseph J. Murray (C-J Opimon: “Organi-
zation disturbed by bishop’s position)’
Aug 21)

Bishop Clark stands not for the issues Father
Curran addresses but rather for Father
Curran’s night to dissent on these 1ssues. All
of us who have reached a crossroad n our lives
and have turned to the Holy Spirit for gmdance
know how very difficult 1t 1s to understand the

path our loving Father wishes for us to take.
Issues of morahty are very difficult. The
Church 15 indeed guided by the Spint. How-
ever, just as we individuals must grow spiritu=
ally, so must the Church.

Catholic doctrine' of today on issues of
morality represents tl’1e Church’s best interpre-
tation of the “proper” position on such mat-
ters, that 1s, the most Christian action one
could take on that particular issue. Doctrine
that does not fall under nfallibility 1s, how-

Dissent more harmful to pope than bullets

To the Editor:

In the rather irreverent letter *‘Today’s
Church not restricted to European experi-
ence’’ (Opimon, July 7), by Patty
Federowicz, the question was asked, ‘‘Where
do you experience the reality we call
‘Church?’™’

The author then proceeded to imply that
the Church in Rome was somehow irrelevant
to this reahty because of 1ts age and (lack of)
physical proximity That’s hke saying
Alaskans can ignore the lawmakers n
Washingion, D C

Adding insult to injury, Federowicz stated-
**So many people in the Catholic Church
today seem to confuse the pope with the
Holy Spirit ** That’s news to me [’ve yet to
meet a Catholic who was that confused |
alwavs thought the Holy Spirt worked
through the pope infallibly mn matters relat-
ing to faith and morals :

To use a falhible Church deeision on

s

science, e.g. the author’s reference to
Galileo, as a reason to ignore infalhble
Church teaching 1s Heresy.

In a recent meeting at the Church Teaches
Forum in Lou15v1|le'? Kentucky, last June, the
Rt Rev. Abbot Edmund McCaffrey, OSB,
made an interesting and revealing statement.

Abbot McCaffréy said that Pope John
Paul 1l was ‘‘embattled and assailed by
bullets on all sides. More damage 1s done to
the Holy Father by ‘free debate’ on the
subject of the leéchmg authority of the
Church than by assassins’ bullets.’’

Since Vatican I, there has been a serious
dechine 1n vocations and Church attendance
in the Umted States Could 1t be that the
self-appointed 1nte11preters of the Holy Spinit
have been in fact interpreting a spinit other
than holy?

' Robert Bart

Ithaca
|

U of R alumnus ‘outraged’ by presentation of movie

o the Fditor;

A an dlumnus ol the Unversiny of
Rochester. T was outraged and otfended by
the universitny's dedision to show the movie

Hail NMary *° 1 have seen the spokesman on
tcdevivon and have read the newspaper’s
dvcount of the unnversity’'s position con-
cernme academic Ireedom and the desire 1o
tse the university as a forum tor eaplorine
controvarstal subjedts . However freedom
and openness must be tempered with respon-
stbility — first to God. and then to a imeless
et ot moral standards

Fhis movie and the univeran s deasion to

show 1t are dnempt‘s to trivialize and degrade
our T ord's Mother and His birth | beleve
the university hasterred noats deaston and
that an apology 1s 1h order
As for me, I must be true to my
conscience [ cam no longer fimanaally
contribute to the umiversity until an apology
s oftered | alco urge other contributors to
the unneraty 1o consider a suimilar response,
and 1t yvou do, please intorm the umversity o!
the teasons
David M. Niklewicz
Brentfield Circle
Rochester

Victor Bartolotta Jr.

A child’s voice

‘Don’t stop the children from coming
to me "’ Jewus caud Why wac Jecus <o
itent on spendimeg time  with  ittle
children” Did a (hild's perspective on
hfe somehow refresh our [ord? Did

Jesus spend ume with children to
mimster to them o1 (o be mimstered to
by them?

Here are some cxamples ot conversa-
tions and summaries ot other experi-
ences I've had with mv tour year-old
daughter. L ynn See if vou can discern
why  Jesus “‘wasted’ time with the
children

On parking tor the handicapped:
“‘Dad. 15 this where the handv people
park?"

On why she can’t cat and deesn’t like
carrots, broccoli omons, celery or any
other egetable Thev make me
shake "'

On a sock that has been acadentally
turned nside out I have to amnside
this out, Dad

On tuna fich, atter I explamed how 1t
ends up 1n the can Daddy
have to catch the fish?™

On a hot dav i hily
vou turn the heat down””

On the sewage treatment plant that 18
producing the foul odor we smell
““Where doec it grow? J can'tecent

On our friend Theresa ~ hair, atter
her permanent Dad, Theresa got a
‘firmarv n her hatr

On sighting deer *‘l ynn, did vou see
them”?" | asked ‘*Yeah," | ynn rephed,
“‘but it’s not deer season "'

On requesting a particular snack:
“‘Dad, can you make me a banana”"’

On my having to take medicine ‘Do

did vou

Daddsy  can

A Closer Look

you have to eat your medicine now?"'

On why my stragned back hurts **Did
vour back hurt when vou strangied it "’

o'e o

Lvnn, at grace before a meal® ' Thank
vou God for this:day Thank vou tor
Daddy Thank you tor my bread and
noodles Thank voli for mv juice Thank
you for Daddy's juice Thank vou tor
my* spoon Thank you tor mv tork
Thank vou for.my napkin Thank you

tor Daddy’s dish,and napkin lhank
vou for ."’
SAMEN'" T nterject. ending my

torture and savingja meal that will now
taste as if 1t were prepared in the treezer
rather than on the stove
[ 2T B

Lynn, at the pubhc hibrary, 15 around
the corner watching movies in the media
room with other {hildren She i sup
posed to stav there for an hour
Suddenly, after 10 minutes <he appears
at the newspaper rack where | am

reading .

““I vynn, are vou done already ™™ T ask
her, irrtated that 'my  cada e fas
ended so abruptiy

SWart o minutel Daddy T ooust woant

totellvou xomcthnﬁg"‘ she savs

“OK. what s 1?7 ] sav impatientis
still scanning  my  Christian Scence
Montior

“Ilove you.'" sHe savs. and suddenly
nothing else s important to me but my
sweet little bmwnIcvcd girl with thiee
white barrettes 1n her hair

*“Ilove you 100, honey, " I sav and, as
she skips back to the media room, | tecl
my chest ightening with entotion

[ think now | know why Jesus spent
time with children’ I've learned a httle
bit ot how God miinisters to us adults
through the sott torlms ot achild’s voice

ever, just that. It offers the best judgment of
the Church and the Holy Father at our pres-
ent level of discernment. My position is not
that the Church is wrong in its present teach-
ing on vital moral issues of today, In truth,
quite the opposite is true.

It is the role of Catholic theologians to probe
and test Catholic doctrine that does not fall
under infallibility. They offer new as well as
traditional perspectives on these pressing is-
sues. It has traditionally been the role of con-
servative forces to promptly condemn new
views as heresy. It is vital to retain liberal opin-
1ons and protect the right of liberals to speak
on such issues. It is the balance of conserva-
tive and liberal viewpoints that aids in guid-
ing the Church along its journey of perpetual
discernment with the Holy Spirit. To remove
the voice of liberals will bring about the stag-
nation of Catholic doctrine and could possi-
bly even move us away from the Holy Spirit,
and thus our God.

Bishop Clark does not wish to separate us
from Pope John Paul I1, but rather wishes to
maintain to process of probing and discern-
ing on these moral issues in our Church. The
bishop should not be labeled as rejecting the

tands growth of theology, bishop’s position

Church and all she holds as truth because of
his desire to guide the Church further along
the road of enlightenment.

Bishop Clark is a man of peace and love
whose intentions are good, whose positions are
what he feels are for the greatest benefit to the
Roman Catholic Church. It is not the role of
Mr. Murray to pass judgement on him. Per-
haps the Concerned Roman Catholics of the
Diocese of Rochester should concern them-
selves with the acceptance of the fact that the
Holy Spirit is working in those around them
and may move them in directions that their or-
ganization may not initially find to be ac-
ceptable.

Our journey of faith is a very difficult one.
It is sometimes filled with doubt, but we must
persevere. We must continue with our Church
along a path of discernment with the Holy
Spirit. Perhaps we will find the Church was
right all along. Then again, perhaps a the-
ologian may some day offer the Church wis-
dom not yet foreseen. 1 pray that his or her

voice is not silenced.
Christopher P. Vogt
Hightower Way
Webster

Articles cause reader to wonder
about meaning of ‘Christian charity’

To the Editor:

Two articles in the Courier-Journal have
caused me to wonder what we mean when we
use the term “Chrnistian chanty’’

The first article appeared in the August 14
1ssue, regarding the Catholic schools’ struggle
to deal with teen pregnancy (‘“The teen preg-
nancy conundrum: Catholic schools struggle
to reconcile doctrine, reality””). Aquinas Insti-
tute (pohicy) states, ‘““The greatest degree of
Christian charity will be exercised by the school
according to the following policy.” Their policy
goes on to state that before the pregnancy be-
comes obvious, tutoring or an educational pro-
gram for pregnant teens 15 arranged and the
student may return (to Aquinas) after the child
1s born. Clearly, a pregnant teen at Aquinas
15 asked to leave when 1t looks as though she
is pregnant Is this Christian charity? What 1f
the student wishes to stay at her high school?

It seems to me that Christ’s degree of char-
ity reaches out to all, even those facing diffi-
cult struggles and those in need of healing. He
doesn’t send them away

The same can be ~aid for the article in the
August 21 edition (*“Toledo pastor tells student
to change views on abortion”), about a Toledo,
Ohio, pastor who will not allow 11-year-old
Sarabeth Eason into ~chool in the fall unless
she changes her position on abortion. Along
with her parents, she had spoken in favor of

the right to abortion. Where is Christian char-
ity in this situation?

What kind of mixed messages do we give our
young people who — whether we like it or not.
— are faced with decisions in this area? [t
would be simple if teens would stop getting
pregnant, but this isn’t a problem that is easily
solved. If we say, “Leave school when you are
pregnant,” and Leave school if you favor the
right of women to have an abortion;’ will teens
turn to aduits at school when such decisions
need to be made?

Without condoning teen pregnancy or abor-
tion, how can we deal with the teens who are
pregnant, those who believe that women
should have the right to abortion, or even those
who have an abortion? .

I applaud such schools as Nazareth Acade-
my for their innovativeness and for exercising
real Christian chanty Not only do they allow
pregnant teens to stav in school, but they aiso
have taken the giant step of openly seeking
grants to help their pregnant teens and to edu-
cate all their students to nake wise decisions
regarding their sexuality

I think we need to take another look at the
Judgments we pass on to students and at our
Christian charity

“ancy R. Werner
Barnfield Road
Pittsford

Questions Curran’s position on beginnings of human life

Fo the Fditor:

In vour € -1 Opimons ot Tulv 17, **Seeks
Clantication ot Curran Statement,”” a right
to bl asked tor “a Courter Journal editor’s
Aole Or comment on this matter so vital
to the unborn ™" His guestion was in regard
ro mmdimaduation occurring 12 or 13 weeks
atter coneeption  You said Father Curran
contends ite begins at the time ot individua-
tuon, between the 14th and 21st dav atter
conception

Ihe Church teaches as it has through the
dees, that Iife begims ar conception

Av Curran tells ity Ny posiion (on
dbortiony can boe sucamnctv stated  truly
individual human hite boams at the nme ot
mdnvduanion whinch occos barween the 14th

Nurse praises Kraai tribute

To the Editor:

Iwasvery pleased 1o read the lovely tribute
to D John kraa 07 Closer T ook, Aug 14)
by Victor Bartolorta Ir

1
My tiest meetma wirth D Kraar was vears
ago o the old Northade Hospital Later, |
saw him again in the present
Ceneral Hospal

Wial a beautitul epitaph® “*Dr. Kraar will
be best remembered tor his untiring service
to his patients ** God s 4 loving, torgiving,
understanding  Father  John Kraar 1s at
peace

Mrs. John R. Scowcroft, RN
Bradford Road
Pittsford

and 21st day after conception ""An enigma
such as this i really disturbing

As I read 1it, science maintains: a) when the
sperm o! the tather joins with the ege ot the
mother, in that union lite begins 1f 4 process
of chromosomes and genes 10 maturity; b)
that 1n a single-cell being, for instance the
amoeba, 1n the act of eusence, the individu-
al amoeba’s hitc s born then and there and
separated trom its singie parcnt.

Questions 1) Do we, mavbe, at conception
obtain hte, then in o gradual process
transform to individual human life — m a
sense, a tadpole life 1o a trog hife? 2)Are we
not separated from our parent at birth?

. William T. Constable

Rochester -

Guidelines

The Courter-Journal welcomes vour
opinions. Letters must bear the writers’
signatures, full addresses and tele-
phone numbers. They must be brief,
typed (double-spaced, please) and no
longer than 112 pages.

Letters should be mailed to: Opin-
ion, Courier-Journal, 1150 Butfalo
Road, Rochester, NY. 14624,

We routinely condense letters, edit
offensive words and libelous state-
ments, and reserve the right to reject
letters. Generally speaking, however,
only hmited grammatical corrections
will be made, and the letters will reflect
the writers” own styles.
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