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The Bible Corner I
Judah's promise,
Part I
It was still dark as Judah made his way
out to feed the livestock. He had risen
much earlier than necessary-, but last night
he hadn't slept at all. The sadness and guilt
of his past foolishness had weighed heavily
on his mind. Many years had passed since
he and his brothers had sold Joseph to the
Ishmaelite traders. To this day, he had
never been able to tell his elderly father,
Jaccib. It might kill him if he knew that his
son had been lost because of his own
brothers. And today, he must somehow
convince Jacob to risk losing another son.
Judah reached for the grain. There was
barely enough for this day's feeding. He
performed his simple task with a great deal
of care. Then, just before leaving, he
turned to the animals and said, "Eat
hearty, my friends. This will be your last
meal for a long time."
Judah found Jacob sitting quietly by
himself. "Good morning, father," he said
as he entered the house.
"Good morning, son," Jacob replied.
"You're up early this morning."
The two of them talked about unimpo,
tant things for awhile. Then Judah suddenly asked, "Father, do you love me?"
"What kind of question is that?' Jacob
replied. "Of course I love you."
"Do you love some of your sons more
than the others?" Judah persisted.
"Judah, such questions so early in the
morning! Where is all this coming from?"

"Father, ft's just that I know how you
always felt. about Joseph," answered
Judah. "Benjamin is so like Joseph." .
"Why do you bring this all up now?"
"Because our grain is gone," Judah
began. "Our food supply will last only a
few more days."
"So, go buy more grain," Jacob advised
"If you need money, I'll give that to you."
"Father, ,you know that we cannot go
back to Egypt without Benjamin. The
prime minister ordered us to bring our
younger brother back with u.s."
Jacob's face remained firmly set against
such a plan, and he offered no reply.
"Even nbw, Simeon waits for us in an
Egyptian plrison," Judah pleaded. "Have
you forgotten about this son?"
"I havel forgotten nothing!" shouted
Jacob, his face flushed with color. "Joseph
is dead. Simeon is in a foreigner's prison,
and now you want me to risk losing
Benjamin?"
"Father, Judah is right," said Benjamin,
who had stood by the door listening all this
time. "You must allow me to go with my
brothers, or we will all die of starvation
soon."
No one said anything for a few moments.
Then Judah drew near to his father and
said, "I pledge to you, Father, my own life
in this matter. I promise that Benjamiri will
return to you. If something happens, let me
bear this blame forever."
So at ; last Jacob relented and gave
permissioh. The next day, he instructed his
sons, "Take double money and gifts to the •
prime minister. Pay for the grain from last
time when the mistake was made. Perhaps

the prime minister will look kindly on our
family and allow you to return quickly."
Then he hugged each of his 11 sons and
said, "May God go with you all."

"Stop, you scoundrels!" he yelled as he
came upon them. "How dare you. steal
from my master after he was so good to
your'

In a few days, all 11 brothers were
gathered before the prime-minister. Joseph
told his household manager to take them to
his own home and prepare a feast for them.
None of his brothers understood what was
happening. "This man intends to make us
all his slaves," one of them concluded.
"We are going to be punished because of
the money that was placed in our grain
sacks last time."

"What do you mean?" Judah asked.
"We are honest men. We have stolen
nothing."

But to everyone's surprise, a short time
later, Simeon was brought in, and they
were all told to sit down at a table. Joseph
told his staff to serve them'a very fine meal.
It was Judah who first noticed something
strange. "Don't you think it is rather odd
that we have been seated here in the order
of our ages, from the oldest to the
youngest?" he remarked. "How could
anyone have known that?" His brothers all
told Judah not to worry, because they were
having such a good time. But Judah
remained nervous and ate little of the meal.
It wasn't until they were safely on the
road back to Canaan that Judah started to
feel better. "Simeon, it is good to see you,"
Judah said. "Were you treated badly in
prison?"

"One of you has stolen my master's
finest silver drinking c u p , " he insisted.
"Now who is it?"
"Search all of us, and 1 assure you,
you'll find nothing," Judah replied. Then
as if to emphasize the point,.he added, "If
you find a thief among us, let that man die.
The rest of us can be punished, too, by
becoming slaves for your master."
"There is no need for anyone to die,"
Joseph's manager said, softening a bit.
"But the guilty man will surely pay for his
wickedness and come back "with me to be
my master's slave."
Judah was so certain of their fnnocence
that one by one, from the oldest brother on '
down, he helped unload each grain sack so
that it could be searched. When they
brought down Benjamin's sack, there on
the very top, was the silver cup.
" N o , " Judah cried, "there has been
some mistake! Benjamin would never steal!
Please," he begged, "allow us all to return
to your master and speak to him."

"No, not at all," Simeon admitted.,
"The prime minister appointed someone
from his own staff to wait on me. I was
served very fine food."

So for a third time, Jacob's sons returned
to Egypt and fell down before Joseph, the
prime minister, and waited.

"This whole matter is certainly hard to
understand," Judah said. "But at least we
will have good news for Father." Then he
turned to Benjamin and smiled, "It looks
as though I've kept my promise to Father."

For discussion:
1) Why did Judah feel so guilty and sad
about his past?
2) What did Judah promise to his father?
3) Why did Joseph have his silver
drinking placed in Benjamin's grain sack?

But a short time later, Judah saw
someone coming after them in the distance.
A feeling of dread rose deep inside him
when he recognized the man as Joseph's
household manager.

For further reading:
The story of Judah's promise to Jacob is
found in Genesis, Chapter 43 - 44:14.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED
BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING.
\ROCHESTER\
Ashton-Smith
Funeral Home inc.
(716) 482-6260
Mattle Funeral Home
(716) 482-2440
853 Culver Rd.
Malcolm M- Nulton

James R. Gray

Corbett
Funeral Home, Inc.
Roger G. Blakeslee
2771 Chili Avenue
Rochester, NY 14624
(716) 235-2000

Polvino & Granata
Funeral Home Inc.
Serving Rochester and Bales

Frank Granata
371 Lake Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14608
(716)458-3341

Schauman-Sulewski
Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin Sulewski
2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 342-3400

Michael R. Yackiw
Funeral Home
1270 Norton St.
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716)544-5000
llf no answer 342-9300

IRONDEQUOIT
Burns-Hanna
Funeral Home
1795 East Ridge Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14622

(716)467-5745

; Edward H. Dreier
Funeral Home Incj.
Edward H. Dreier
Alan E. Giltner
1717 Portland Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14617
(716)342-8500

I CHILI |

Paul W.Harris
Funeral Home Inc.
Richard P. Harris
Charles E. Davis
570 Kings Highway S.
(corner Titus)
(716)544-2041

Leo M. Bean
Funeral Home, Inc.

Arndt Funeral Home
1118 Long Pond Rd.

2771 Chili Ave.
Rochester, N.Y. 14624
(716) 2354134
We Invite Comparison

Greece, N.Y.14626
Ronald John Arridt

(near Maiden Lane)

Parking for over 100 cars

(716) .225-6350

2301 Dewey Avenue
O p p o s i t e Holy Sepulchre Cemetery

"Greece's Largest and
Most Complete Facilities"

2692 Dewey Avenue
Greece, N.Y, 14616

(716)663-5827

May Funeral Home
George L May Jr.
Raymond L Welch
2793 Culver Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14622
(716)467-7957

HENRIETTA

Vay, Schleich
and Meeson
Funeral Home Inc.

Serving Greece

1511 Dewey Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14615
(716)458-6200

|

]

\ GREECE\

Younglove-Smith
Funeral Home, Inc.

Schauman-Sulewski
Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin Sulewski
2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, NY. 14621
(716) 342-3400

[ MACEDON l

Henry D. Halloran
Son Inc.
Payne-Nulton
Funeral Home
Funeral Home Inc.
5781 W. Henrietta Rd.
22 Rickford St.
Henrietta, N.Y. 14586
Macedbn, N.Y: 14502
(716) 334-9350
(315)986-7781
Malcolm M. Nulton
Francis J. Martin Sr.
James R. Gray
Francis Joseph Martin Jr.

HART M O N U M E N T CO.
Since 1856

G/*rES,|

Alvah Halloran
and Son, Inc.
Funeral Home
H. Daniel Halloran
2125 Chili Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14624
(716) 247-7590

[PENHELD
Nulton Funeral Home
1704 Penfield Road
Pehfield N.Y. 14526
(716) 381-3900
Malcolm M. Nulton
James R. Gray

865-6746

