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By Teresa A. Parsons

Three Corning parishies have chosen ‘“All

Saints Academy’’ as the name of the:r newly
consolidated school.
. Students from St. Vincent DePaul,‘ St.
Mary’s and St. Patrick’s parishes will attend
All Saints Academy begmmng this Sep-
tember.

Last year, two school buildings operated at
Corning Catholic North (St. Vincent DePaul
Parish) and Corning Catholic South (St.
Mary’s Parish). When the closing of one
school was dictated by unexpectedly high
costs for maintaining the two buildings, a
new name seemed to be in order.

“We thought we should make a new
beginning with something completely new,”’
said Father Francis R. Davis, pastor at St.
Patrick’s. ‘“At the same time, we wanted to
satisfy all the people of the community.”’

St. Vincent DePaul’s school bmldmg,
which housed nearly 80 students in kin-
dergarten through grade five, closed at the
‘end of last school year. This year, those
students will join nearly 200 K-8 students at
St. Mary’s building on the south side of the
city.

Enrollment to date stands at 274 chnldren
but principal Sandra Andra added that new
registrations are still coming in daily.

“We are very excited. about All Saints
Academy. We feel it stands for a wonderful
consolidation in Corning and that this new
name will be a factor so that we really do
become a consolidated school in mind and in
speech,”’ she said.

‘Parishioners at all three churches were
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St. Mary sSchool nowAISalmsAcadomy is home for students in kindergarten through

grade eight.

Another front-runner was Blessed Trinity,

‘which symbolized the unity of three parishes

supporting one school building. But because
school supporters hope to eventually include
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Painted
Post in the system, that idea was rejected.

‘“We thought the name should be some-
thing very simple that even the young
children would be able to spell and re-
cognize,’’ Father Davis said.

The committee considered the choices and
decided on All Saints Academy. On July 28,
the interim school board approved the choice
and Andra submitted it to the Diocesan
Division of Education, . which approved the
name several weeks ago.

Although it was not a conclusive factor in
the choice of a new name, Corning
Catholic’s consolidated basketball team has

though a long-range- planning committee
recommended that the building be closed last
February, St. Vincent’s parish council and
school board decided in March to delay that
decision for a year and explore alternatives
for financing and raising enrollment. They
based their decision on a survey of St.
Vincent’s parishioners, the majority of
whom said they wanted the schoel to remain
open.

In May, it became apparent that all three
parishes would operate in the red. due to
diocesan-mandated raises for teachers, a
drop in enrollment and higher-than-expected
parish costs.

After consulting with Bishop Matthew H.

Clark and diocesan education officials, the -

pastors agreed to close oné building. Their

decision was anneunced to parents Wed-
nesday, May 28. Parents’ initial reaction was

“one of shock and aiiger.

Since then, the cbnsolxdanon has garnered
wxdespread support accordmg to Andra.

““We are ready fog school to begin ... and
that’s mainly due i'ﬁ) the tremendous support
and help of paremsr‘ she said.

Throughout th&: summer, an interim
school board combosed of representatives
from each parish has been meeting every
other week. To date, they have written and -
approved a constittition.

At its next meefing, the board will begin
organizing commztiees to establish policies
for the new school::Meanwhile, a committee
met this week 18 develop an assessment

formula for parish giibsidies.

“We figured thdt All Saints Academy
would take caré. of the whole school,
kindergarten thréygh junior high school.
Academy has a gobd ring to it and a history
in the area with (";ommg Free Academy,”’
Father Davis said: *We will look forward to
establishing a g@od history and a new
support and unity mth all the parishes.”

On Wednesday, Augum 27, parents, pa-
rishioners and studems are invited to an open
house at All Saints- Academy from 9 to 11
a.m. Children will: be able to visit their rooms
and meet their teaehers, who will also be
available for parefit§’ questions.

For more infofmation about the open
house or registratiod at All Saints Academy,
contact Sandra Artdra at (607)936-9234.
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