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‘Universal catechism could eliminate
doctrinal questions, Holy Father says

By Agostmo Bono
Vatican City — A universal catechxsm,
used as a reference for locally produced
catechisms, could eliminate instructions and
interpretations that are opposed to official
Church teachings, Pope John Paul II said.

In comments June 28, the pope expressed .

hope that the universal catechism would be

ready by 1990, the 25th anniversary of the end

of the Second Vatican Council.

He also spoke about a study of the nature .

of bishops’ conferences.

The 1985 extraordinary Synod of Bishops
recommended the catechism and the bishops’
conference study. .

The universal catechism recommendation

" stems from the ‘‘demand currently felt in the

Church for a greater clarity and doctrinal secu-

" rity to put an end to teachings or interpreta-

tions of faith and morals that disagree among
themselves or are opposed to the universal
magisterium,” the pope said.

Drafting the universal catechism will involve
consultations with the world’s bishops, he told
a meeting of the Vatican Curia, the Church’s

central administrative agencies, and cardinals .

in Rome.

On June 10, the Vatican announced thal a
12-member commission had been formed to
prepare the document. The commission is to
be headed by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, head
of the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith.

After a draft has been prepared there wili
be ‘‘consultation with the Eastern churches
and with bishops’ conferences,’’ the pope said.

The pope also announced that a synod-
recommended study on the theological and
doctrinal nature of bishops’ conferenges is to

* be headed by Cardinal Bernard Gantin, head

of the Vatican Congregation for Bishops.

The study will aim to clarify ‘“‘doctrinal and
pastoral problems’’ that have arisen because
of the growth and development of bishops’
conferences, he said.

The pope did not mention any specific
problems. During the synod, however,
delegates disagreed about whether bishops’
conferences shared in the Church’s teaching

By Sister Mary Ann Walsh

Washingten (NC) -- The pastor of a
Toledo, Ohio, parochial school has said that
an ll-year-old student must change her
position on abortion in order o re-eproil in
the school this fall.

Father Richard Miller, pastor of St. Agnes
Parish, stated his position in an Aug. 10
letter to Concepcion Eason, mother of
Sarabeth Eason, who had been scheduled to
enter sixth grade at St. Agnes school in the
fall.

In his letter to. Mrs. Eason; former
assistant director of a Toledo abortion clinic,
Father Miller asked that Sarabeth ‘“‘desist

Diocesan
Appointments

Bishop Matthew H. Clark has an--
nounced the following diocesan ap-
" pointments, which are effective Sep-
tember 1: . 1

Deacon Patrick A. Graybill from
campus ministry, Rochester Institute of
Technology Parish, to parish deacon,
- St. Mary’s Church .of the Deaf,
Rochester.
 Deacon Kenneth A. Scarciotta from
parish’ deacon, Holy Redeemer/St. "
Francis Xavier, Rochester, to parish
deacon, St. Ambrose, Rochester.

authority and about their relationship to the

Vatican Curia.
““It is true that there is no lack of valuable
contributions by bishops’ conferences, but the

"growth of their structures and influence also

give birth to doctrinal and pastoral problems,
resulting from the logic of their development
and their importance,’’ the pope said.

““The desired study, therefore, will concern_ .
doctrinal aspects about the nature and authori- -

ty of bishops’ conferences,”” he added.

The study will involve consuitations with lo-
cal church leadiers and Cuna officials, the pope
said.

Pope John Paul added that the Vatican
hoped to have a preliminary report ready by
autumn on a synod-recommended study about
whether the concept of subsidiarity as applied

in society can be applied to the Catholic

Church.
The concept of subsndnanty says that

authority and responsibility for issues should -

be exercised at the lowest level of society capa-
ble of dealing with the specific matter.
The pope said the study of subsidiarity is

“strictly linked to that of the nature and scope -

[ 4

of bishops’ conferences.”

But among Church structures, communion
and participation are better terms than sub-
sidiarity in expressing hierarchical relation-
ships, he said. )

Pope John Paul noted that his predecessors,
Popeés Pius XI and Pius XlI, had said that sub-
sidiarity is valid for general society but should
be applied *‘‘without prejudice to the hierar-
chical structure’’ of the Church.

Subsidiarity is ‘‘a subtle .question that
originates in problems of a social, not eccle-
sial, nature,”” the pope said.

To avoid using the term ‘‘subsidiarity,”
Vatican Il and the Code of Canon Law *‘have
encouraged participation and communion

among Church organisms,’’ the pope added. .

*‘As you can see, it is not only a question
of terminology, but also of concepts,” he said.

‘“The conciliar ecclesiology, rich in new
ideas and terms, is also careful not to create
unnecessary tensions between the theological
and pastoral.order,”’ he said.

and stop from public and exposed support”
of a pro-choice,position and asked that she

‘‘write a letter to the principal (stating) that

she does not personally support abortion.”

_ Last January, Sarabeth and her parents
signed a pro-choice newspaper ad celebrating
the 1973 Supreme Court decision legalizing
abortion. In a January television interview
during a pro-choice rally, Sarabeth also
spoke in favor of the right to abortion. .

Father Miller, who had spoken personally

with Mrs. Eason about her stand on abortion
before sending the letter, wrote that he took
his position **because Sarabeth is carried
along with your enthusiasm, made out of
sympathy, feelings of mercy and rightness, as
you understand it, and has been so public’’ in
her support for abortion through TV ap-
pearances and in the ad in the public press.

Father Miller told Mrs. Eason that her
position with the Catholic Church is *‘very
awkward.

*‘I think as so -publicly - supportive, as
associate director (of the abortion clinic) and

as so determined, and publicly so, you:

yourself, possibly, could be asked to leave
the Catholic Church,”’ he said.

Neither Mrs. Eason nor her daughter
could be reached for comment but Glen
Eason, Sarabeth’s father, said in an Aug. 18
telephone interview that he was angered by
the letter which, he said, was telling his
daughter she could not attend the school
““‘becauyse she had exercised her constitutional
right to free speech.”’
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_ Thursday, August 21, 1886

A correspondent, commenting on my
reCent colwmn about the ministry of
bishop, observed that 1| ought to

“simplify my life. In the column, I had
strung out a variety of words indicating
what I judged to be the-more important
aspects of my ministry.

My friend noted that the llSl did not
attend adequately to prayer, preaching
and teaching, which she judged to be the
most important work of any bishop.
Her point, made in a constructive and.
helpful manner, was that 1 was doing
too much of the lesser things and not
enough of thégreater.

[ am convinced that she is correct
when she makes that statement about
me. It is,my guess that she might well be
able to make it about a great number of
people and not be too far off the mark.
Do we all do too much of the lesser
.things and not enough of the greater?.
Do we give too much time and energy to
what we think of as the noisy, urgent
questions of the day and too little 10 the
quieter, but deeply 1mpor[am questions
of life?

These are fruitful questions for all of
us because at one level they make us
aware of the importance of our mental
and physical health. At another level,
they can draw us to the deep and quiet
places of the heart where we recognize
our need for God and God’s loving
presence to us. .

If you struggle in any manner with
questions of "overextension, lack of
direction or satisfying priorities, this
may be a good time to pray and think
about what and how much you are
doing and how you may be able to
change that.

" As my correspondent friend offered
help to me in her letter so | will share

v

Bishop Matthewgl'-l_‘dé

_ with you some notes | have collected on

this theme:

® We need to take rEsponsxbnhty for
our own lives and for the decisions that
will help us live in a more humane
manner.

@ At the same time. we do not live in
isolation. Our decisions affect others
and theirs affect us. i1 we seek others,
we can often find help and understand-
ing in our efforts :t0 change. The
likelihood of that is uicreased as we are
willing to speak hohestly with others
who care about us, about what is going
oninside us.

® While we want (o be generous to
others, we need to ware for our own
freedoni. Otherwise we will not be. able
1o love or serve in the manner of Christ,
and what we do cdn 1vo easily become a
burden to be resenicd rather than an
opening to new life.

@ When the demigads on us made by
one or another perseqa are too gieat, we
need to make that kiown. There can be
a price to that, but it won't be as high as
the surrender of our.vwn freedom.

® Coming to gieater freedom in-
volves gualitative qiéstions. What do |
really want? What .Joes God want of
me? What are the values, goods and
loves that sustain ine, even help me
grow, when things g¢t tough?

@ There are n¢ magic answers 1o
these questions, nor fan we answer them
once and for alf tinie in Qur lives. We
change. Circumstari¢es change. We will
find life in these qiévstions if we root our
continuing search 1n prayer, share our
search with those who love us and are
-willing to follow the Lord wherever His -
love leads us. ‘

Peace to all.

~

¥

‘Toledo pastor tells student to change views

He said that Sarabeth would not comply
with the demands, and quoted her as saying,
*“There’s no way I’'m going to do that.”

Mr. Eason also said that he is considering
a lawsuit against the school which, he said,
receives. government funding for texibooks
and busing. ;

Mr. Eason, a Lutheran, also objected 10
what he calied the *‘thinly veiled threat of
excommunication’” against his wife. He said
that his wife's position is that she was “*born
and raised Catholic and will continue to go to
church and receive the sacraments’ even (f

. excommunicated. He added that his wife and

daughter disagree with the Catholic Chuich
only on the issue of abortion.

Mr. Eason also said that his wife has left
her job at the abortion clinic, which was

iy
Ot

on abdrtiOn

hrebombed last May. because after the
bombing she *‘feli "the clinic was not operal-
ing at full potentia].”
Frances Kissling. head of Catholics for a
Free Choice, ualle\l Father Miller’s position
“very unfair.” N

Toledo Bishop. fames Holtman supports
‘Father Miller’s stand, according 10 James
Richards, the Toledo diocesan communica-
tions director. )

“The reason for the actions and the
bishop's endorsement are a conviction on the
part of Bishop Hotfman that the pro-life
teachings of the Church are not merely
tesetved  tor Supday  homulies but™ must
permeate all the v.stitutions of the Chuich,
particularly our sctipols, ™ Richards said.

Maureen Servas to profess first VOWS a8 Memv sister

Maureen Servas will make "her first
profession of vows as a Sister ot Mercy of
Rochester on Sunday. Aug. 24, at 4 p.m.
in the Mercy motherhouse chapel, 1437
Blossom Road, Rochester.

Father Robert de Leon, CSC of Notre
Dame, Ind.; will celebrate the Eucharistic
liturgy. Sister Jeane Marie Kearse, superior
general of the Rochester congregation, will
receive the vows on behalf of the Sisters of
Mercy.

Sister Maureen, 26, is the daughter of
Carlton and Alice Servas of Greece. She
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St. Bernard’s

Rochester Center for Theologiéé?l Studies
1100 S. Goodman St. Rochesiet, NLY.

+

serving the teaching and learning Chu‘:rch since 1893

begdme a gandid‘m. for religious life in the
Longregauon in 1982 and was received inte
the novitiate in 1984,

A 1978 graduute of. Cardinal Moong
High School, she received a bachelor of
science degree ih art education from
Nazareth Cellegé in 1982:

During her candidacy, Sister ‘Maureen
served on the aft faculty at Our Lady of
Mercy High Sghqol This September, she
will continue t&+teach art part time at
Mercy and wall “serve as co-campus
minister with Faiher Ray Fleming.

Institute

+ +
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Registration for Fall courses Aug. 26 and 27
Classes begin Sept. 4. Call (716) 271 320 ext. 290.

See our course offermgs in last week’s Educau@n Supplemem.
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