
12 Thursday, July 17,1986 GOURIER-JOURNAL 

Cindy Cottone 

The Bible 
How it all began 

"Mor| i ," Davey asked, "what language 
did Grandpa speak when he first came to 
America?" „ % / 

"Grandpa spoke Italian, the language of 
his native country," his mother answered. 
"But, after he was able to learn English, he 
spoke that language because it is the main 
language of the United States." 

"Why can't everyone just use the same 
words for the same things?" Davey won
dered. "How come there are so many 
different languages anyway?" 

"It certainly would be much easier," his 
mother said, smiling. "There was actually a 
time when everyone in the world did speak 
the same language." 

"Tell me about it, Mom." 
Davey's mother began the story. A long, 

long time ago, a great flood destroyed 
everything and everyone in the world except 
for Noah, his family and all of the animals 
they had brought with them on the ark. 
When this flood was over, God told Noah 
and his family that He wanted the earth to 
be full of people again. God blessed 'Noah 
and said, "From your sons, Shem, Ham 
and Japeth, will come all of the nations of 
the world." 

Before too long, there were many people 
in the world again, and they were all part of 
the big family of Noah. Noah had many 
grandchildren; and soon these descendents 
had many children, too. Noah was 950 
years old when he died. 

"Wow," Davey exclaimed. "How old 
was Grandpa when he died?" 

"People don't live to be anywhere near 
as bid now, Davey," his mother explained. 
"Your Grandpa was 78 years old when he 
died." 
» She took the story up again. Before Noah 

died, he told his family that they should 
never forget God, for He had blessed them 
with this good life. So Noah reminded them 
to pray to God everyday and thank Him. 

Davey eagerly asked what happened 
next. 

One day, the people discovered a very 
fertile plain in the land of Babylon. They 
called this place Shinar. Again, God blessed 
His people, and the plain yielded very good 
crops. God gave His people everything they 
needed to make them happy. But slowly 
these people started thinking more and 
more about themselves, and they began to 
forget about God. They decided to build a 
great city for themselves. 

It took many people a long time to create 
this city. First they had to make thousands 
of bricks. The bricks consisted of mud and 
straw and | were baked in the hot sun to 
make them strong. After they were dried, 
tar was used to keep the bricks together. 

At last, the city was completed. The 
people looked at the city and then back at 
themselves, and they swelled with pride. 
"Look at what we have done all by 
ourselves!" they proclaimed foolishly. 
"See all that we can do!" they cried. The 
people had completely forgotten all about 
God, even though He had always watched 
over them.! And God was very saddened by 
their selfishness. But, still He did not leave 
them. He waited. 

As soon as the city was finished, the 
people became even more secure in their 

own powers. "We want to be famous — the 
most famous people that ever lived!" they 
boasted. So they decided to erect a great 
monument to themselves in* the center of 
their city. Faster and faster they worked at 
making more and more bricks. " L e f u s 
make a great tower on our monument — a 
tower so tall that we can touch the sky!1' 
They started working^day and night making 
bricks for their tower. Suddenly someone 
said something that echoed what everyone 
had been thinking all along: "Let us make 
our tower on our monument that we have 
made to ourselves so great and so tall that 
we can reach heaven! Then we will be able 
to climb into heaven where God lives, and 
we will be the greatest people that ever 
lived!" 

But what they really meant to say was 
that they thought they could be as great as 
God Himself. God saw their foolishness, 
and He was very angry. "If together these 
people can unite and accomplish this much 
evil in such a short time, imagine how great 
their sins will be later! 1 will confuse them, 
giving them many different ways to speak. 
Then these people will have to scatter all 
over the earth." 

All at once, everyone in Shinar started 
speaking in many different languages. The 
people were so afraid that they stopped 
working and ran away. The tower was 
never finished and became known as the 
Tower of Babel because "babel" means 
"confusion." 

"I guess those people in Shinar must 
have learned a good lesson, Mom," Davey 
said. 

"What do you think they learned, 
Davey?" 

"To stop thinking about themselves so 
much and remember God again," Davey 
answered. "Did God stay mad at them 
forever?" 

"No, God is always ready to forgive us if 
we are sorry for our sins," his mother 
replied. 

"How many different languages are 
there in the world today?" Davey asked. 

"ProbaBly thousands," she laughed. 
"Do you suppose that if 1 lived as long as 

Noah did that I could learn to speak all of 
the languages in the whole world?" Davey 
wondered. 

"You might," she chuckled, "but many 
years later, God did give us a way to speak 
in the same language." 

"How, Mom?" 
"It 's called 'speaking in tongues.' After 

Jesus ascended to His Father in heaven, He 
promised to send the Holy Spirit. On that 
Pentecost, the apostles were given the gift 
of tongues, and people in the city who came 
from many different countries were able to 
understand exactly what the apostles were 
saying to them. But, we'll save that story 
for another time," she said smiling. 

For discussion: 
1. What advice did Noah give to his 

family before he died? 
2. Even though the people had sinned 

against God, did He ever leave them? Does 
He ever leave us? 

3. What does "babel" mean? 

For further reading: 
1. The Book of Genesis is the very first 

book of the Old Testament. It was written 
by Moses somewhere between 1420 and 
1220 B.C. The story of the Tower of Babel 
is found in Genesis, Chapter 11:1-9. The 
story of the great flood is found in Genesis, 
Chapters 6-8. 

2. Jesus sent the Holy Spirit and the gift 
of tongues to the new Church on Pentecost 
in Acts, Chapter 2. 

Suggested activity: 
Trace your own family roots. Where did 

your ancestors come from? What languages 
did they speak? As Christians, we are all 
part of the family of God in the Church. 

Mooney class of '66 sets reunion picnic, dinner-dance 
The Cardinal Mooney High School Class of 

1966 has announced plans for its 20th reun
ion. The highlight of the festivities, actually 

a two-day celebration, will be a dinner at the 
Mapledale Party House on Saturday evening, 
August 2. Mooney grads and their guests will 

enjoy a buffet dinner and dance to oldies 
played by Whirling Disc 

The reunion-concludes with a family picnic 
on August 3 at Ontario Beach Park in 

Charlotte. 
For information please contact the school's 

Alumni Association at (716) 865-1000. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED 
BELOW FOR PRENEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING. 

Ashton-Smith 
Funeral Home Inc. 

(716) 482-6260 
Mattle Funeral Home 

(716) 482-2440 
853 Culver Rd. 

Malcolm u Nuiton James R dray 

Burns-Hanna 
Funeral Home 

1795 East Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716)467-5745 

CHILI 

Leo M. Bean 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

2771 Chili Ave. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14624 

(716) 235-4134 
We Invite Comparison 

ROCHESTER 

Corbett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G. Blakeslee 
2771 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 235-2000 

Polvino & Granata 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Serving Rochester and Gales 

Frank Granata 
371 Lake Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14608 
(716)458-3341 

I 
| IRONDEQUOIT \ 

Edward H. Dreier , 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Edward H. Dreier 
Alan E. Gi/tner ' 

1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716)342-8500 . 

Paul W.Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Richard P. Harris 
Charles E. Davis 

570 Kings Highway S. 
(corner Titus) 
(716)544^2041 

| GREECE I 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd. 

(near Maiden Lane) 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 

Parking (or over 1(X>cars 

(716) 225-6350 

Vay, Schleich 
and Meeson 

Funeral Home Inc. 
"Greece's Largest and 

Most Complete Facilities" 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716)663-5827 

I 
Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 342-3400 

May Funeral Home 
George L.May Jr. 

Raymond L Welch 
2793 Culver Rd. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14622 
(716)467-7957 

HENRIETTA 

Henry D. Halloran 
Son Inc. 

Funeral Home 
5781 W. Henrietta Rd. 
Henrietta, N.Y. 14586 

(716) 334-9350 
Francis J. Martin Sr. 

Francis Joseph Martin Jr. 

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 

1270 Norton St. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 544-5000 
If no answer 342-9300 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 342-3400 

] [ MACEDON 

Payne-Nulton 
Funeral Home Inc. 

22 Rickford St. 
Macedon, N.Y. 14502 

(315)986-7781 
Malcolm M. Nuiton. 

James R. Gray 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

Serving Greece 
1511 Dewey Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14615 
(716)458-6200 

| GATES | 

Alvah Halloran 
and Son, Inc. 
Funeral Home 

H. Daniel Halloran 
2125 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 247-7590 

I [ PENFIELD 

Nuiton Funeral Home 
1704 Penfield Road 
Penfield N.Y. 14526 

(716) 381-3900 
Malcolm M. Nuiton 

James R. Gray 

2301 Dewey Avenue 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
Since 1856 865-6746 


