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' The earthquake at Philippi
Partll -

The heavy prison door banged naisily
behind the two Roman soldiers as they
exited. As Claudius prepared to deal with
the two new prisoners, the words of the
chief magistrate echoed a warning in his
thoughts: “‘If for any reason these men
escape, you will also be brought up on
charges.””

Claudius took no chances with the two
men. They had been chained together, and
he secured this chain to his arm. Taking a
torch, he led them down the narrow hall to

the inner dungeon. When they reached the -

cramped, dirty -quarters, he fastened the
chain to the wall, and then he put both
prisoners into the wooden stocks. The two
men offered no resistance. and they wat-
ched Claudius in silence as he locked the
prison door behind him. As he prepared to
leave, Claudius turned w d said gruffly,
““So what were you disturbing the peace
about?”’

One of the prisoners said calmly, ‘*We
were preaching about the new life that is to
be found in Jesus Christ. You could have
this life, too.™

Claudius offered no reply as he started
back down the hall to the guard station.
The ventilation in this part of the jail was so

poor that he felt winded and light-headed.
A musty, rotten odor permeated every-
thing, and even the air he breathed seemed
foul. Claudius stopped for a moment to
catch his breath and the words came into
his mind again: ‘‘You too will be brought
up on charges.”

By the time Claudius reached the guard
station, he felt very tired, and in a few
minutes, he was sound asleep. Around
midnight, he awoke and thought he heard
singing coming from the dungeon area. He
listened intently for a few moments, but his
eyes werei so heavy, he fell asleep again. In
his dream, Claudius seemed to be de-
scending into a deep, black hole. It was so
dark that he could barely see. All at once,
he realized that 'he was in the narrow
passage that led to the dungeon. He tried to
go back, but he was powerless to change
things.

Claudius awoke to a rumbling sound.
His dream had left him shaking and weak.
Suddenly, every wall in the prison began
shaking and he was thrown off the chair by
the earthquake. When the tremors finally
subsided, Claudius saw in horror that all of
the prison doors had been flung open.
Quickly, he started runmno toward the

dungeon. In his haste, he forgot the torch
and stumbled several times. There was no
noise from anywhere in the prison.

When Claudius reached the door to the
dungeon, he could see nothing in the thick
blackness of the horrible place. It was
strange, but he felt as though "he had also
reached the end of his life and there was but
one choice. Slowly, in the darkness, he
drew out his sword to kill himself. The
silver seemed 1o flicker for a brief moment
in the darkness. And then, quite unex-
pectedly, he heard a voice say, ‘*Do not kill
yourself; we are all still here. Not one of us
has escaped.” .

The voice had come from one of the
prisoners in the dungeon. Claudius brought
a torch and when he entered, he saw both
prisoners sitting there even though their
chains and the stocks had fallen away.

**There is no need for you to die. We will
not try to escape,”’ one of the prisoners
said.

“Who are you?” Claudius asked his
voice trembling. *‘I am certain that this

earthquake had something to do wuh your
presence here.’

“I am Paul,”” he answered, ‘‘and my
companion is Sitas. We are witnesses to the
truth that Jesus Christ is the one true
God.”

Claudius hesitated for a brlef moment
and then slowly he knelt before the two
men. *‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”’

“You must believe in Jesus Christ with
all of your heart,’”’ Paul said, “*and place
your faith completely in Him. All other
things in this world will not last.” -

““Yes, | do believe in Jesus,” Claudius
answered. ‘‘Please come to my house and
stay.”’

Claudius treated both men’s wounds

before they left the prison. As they walked
along, Paul and Silas told Claudius many
things about Jesus. When they came to the
river. Claudius said. **1 saw you blessing
people in the river. What does it mean?”’

“*We were baptizing the new followers of
Jesus as a svmbol of their new life as
Chris(ians," Silas said.

**1 want 1o be baptized, t00,”
requested.

The sun was jusi coming up when Paul
laid hands on Claudius and biessed him’
with water from the river. Later that day,
the entire household of Claudius, his family
members and all of his servants, were
baptized, too.

Paul and Silas only stayed a few more
days in Philippi before going on to
Thessalonica and many other cities. But the
Church in Philippi had taken root tirmly
from the few small seeds of faith that had
been planted. A few years later, Paul was
imprisoned again, this time in- Rome. He
wrote to the people in Philippi from prison,
thanking them for their strong faith in
Jesus and the help they had given to the
new Church.

Claudius

For discussion:

1) Why were Paul and Silas arrested?

2) Why did Claudius try to kill himself?

3) What did Paul tell Claudius to do to
save his life?

4) Jesus changes our lives in very quiet
ways. How do you think he worked to
change Claudius?

For further reading:

1) The conversion of the Roman officer
is found in Acts, Chapter 16:13-36.

2) Paul’s letter to the Philippians is
found in the New Testament.

United Cancer Council sets

session for Camp Open Arms

Camp Open Arms, a day camp for children
with cancer and related blood diseases, will
open for its fifth season on July 7. One hun-
dred and ten children ranging from age three
to 15 will participate in the two-week camp-
ing session. Camp Open Arms is co-sponsored
by the United Cancer (‘ouncil lnC' Penficl(l

School District; Town of Penfield, and the
Pediatric / Hematology / On¢ology Unit at
Strong Memorial Hospital.

The camp is staffed primarily by volunteers
who have received training and orientation for
work at camp.

Nurses interested in volunteering their time
and skills may contact the United Cancer
(‘ouncil at (7]6) 473-8230.

Catholic: Alumni Clubs set annual convention in August

Members of the Catholic Alumni Clubs In-
ternational Inc., will gather in early August for
their 29th annual convention. The week-long
affair for single, Catholic professionals runs
from August 3 through August 9 at the Le-
Centre Sheraton 1n Montreal, Canada.

This year’s seminars will be lead by Sister
Maiireen McCann, a well-known speaker on

human relations. . _
Reservation forms and information can be

obtained by calling (714) 957-0125 or by writ-
ing P.O. Box 20025, Louisville, Ky., 40220.
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THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED
BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING

I ROCHESTER I

Ashton-Smith
Funeral Home Inc.
(716) 482-6260
Mattie Funeral Home
(716) 482-2440
853 Cuiver Rd.

Mailcolm M Nuiton James R Gray

Corbett
Funeral Home, inc.
Roger G. Blakeslee
2771 Chili Avenue

Rochester, NY. 14624
(716) 235-2000

Polvino & Granata
Funeral Home Inc.
Serving Rochester and Gates
Frank Granata
371 Lake Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14608
(716) 458-3341

Schauman-Sulewski
Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin Sulewski

2100 St. Paul Street

Rochester, NY. 14621
(716) 342-3400

Michael R. Yackiw
Funeral Home
1270 Norton St.

Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 544-5000
If no answer 342-9300

Younglove-Smith
Funeral Home, Inc.

Serving Greece
1511 Dewey Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14615
(716) 458-6200

IRONDEQUOIT

GATES

Burns-Hanna
Funeral Home
1795 East Ridge Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14622
(716) 467-5745

Edward H. Dreier
Funeral Home inc.
~Edward H. Dreier
- Alan E. Giltner
1717 Portland Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14617
(716) 342-8500

Paul W. Harris
Funeral Home Inc.
Richard P. Harris
Charles E. Davis
570 Kings Highway S.
- (¢orner Titus)
- (716) 544-2041

May Funeral Home
George L. May Jr.
Raymond L. Welch
2793 Culver Rd.

(716) 467-7957

Rochester, N.Y. 14622 ‘

Schauman-Sulewski
'Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin Sulewski
2100 St. Paul Street-
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 342-3400

Alvah Halloran
and Son, Inc.
Funeral Home
H. Daniel Halloran
2125 Chili Avenue
Rochester, NY." 14624
(716) 247-7590

HENRIETTA

MACEDON

| PENFIELD I

Leo M. Bean
Funeral Home, Inc.

2771 Chili Ave.
Rochester, N.Y. 14624
(716) 235-4134

We Invite Comparison

Arndt Funeral Home
1118 Long Pond Rd.
(near Maiden Lane)
Greece, N.Y. 14626
Ronald John Arndt

Parking for over 100 cars

- (716) 225-6350

Vay, Schieich
and Meeson
Funeral Home Inc.

“Greece's Largest and
Most Complete Facilities™

2692 Dewey Avenue
Greece, N.Y. 14616
(716) 663-5827

Henry D. Halloran
Son Inc.

Funeral Home
5781 W. Henrietta Rd.
Henrietta, N.Y. 14586

(716) 334-9350

Francis J. Martin Sr.

Francis Joseph Martin Jr.

Payne-Nulton
Funeral Home Inc.
22 Rickford St.
Macedon, N.Y. 14502
(315) 986-7781
Malcolm M. Nuiton
James R. Gray

Nulton Funeral Home
1704 Penfield Road
Penfield NY. 14526

(716) 381-3900
Malcoim M. Nulton
James R. Gray

2301 Dewey Avenue
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery
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